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No v ember 4 Ballot Issues R ecommendat ions 
CSFN  consi dered  the follo wing  ballo t meas ures at 
its Augu st and Septe mber  meet ings and 
recom mend s the follo wing  votes  on the Nove mber 
4 ballo t: 
Prop  A:  SFG H Rebu ild Bond . 

No posit ion. 
Prop  B: Affo rdab le Hous ing Set-A side. 

V ote No. 
Prop  C:  Pr ohib iting  City  Emp loyee s fr om 

Serv ing on Char ter  Boar ds and 
Com miss ions.  
V ote No. 

Prop  D:  Fina ncing  Pier  70 W aterf r ont Distr ict 
Deve lopm ent Plan  upon  Boar d of 
Supe rviso rs’  Appr oval . 
V ote Y es. 

Prop  E:  Chan ging the Num ber  of Sign atur es 
Requ ir ed to Reca ll City Offic ials. 
V ote No. 

Prop  H:  “Cle an Ener gy Act”  (Pub lic Powe r). 
V ote No. 

Prop  I:  Offic e of the Rate paye r  Advo cate. 
V ote Y es! 

Prop  J:  Cr eatin g a Histo ric Pr eserv ation 
             Com miss ion. 

No posit ion. 
Prop  K:  Decr imin aliza tion of Pr ostitu tion. 

V ote No. 
Prop  S:  Polic y Rega rdin g Budg et Set-A sides  and 

Iden tifica tion of Repl acem ent Fund s. 
V ote Y es. 

W e did not consi der Prop ositio ns F , G, L, M, N, O, 
P , Q, R, T , U, V . 

Following are the Ballot Ar guments for Measures which 
we voted to submit to the November 4 V oter Information 
Pamphlet (VIP): 

Pr op B: Affor dable Housing Set-Aside. 
San Francisco’ s Neighborhoods Oppose Pr op B. 
This set-aside measure would change the Charter to 
create both a new cash fund  and a guaranteed budget 
that escalates each year  for 15 years… supposedly for 
building af fordable housing. 

It siphons of f our tax dollars from going to other 
deserving safety , public welfare and quality of life 
programs. 

It hamstrings our city budget! 

The poorly written Charter revision would permit money 
to be spent in vague, contradictory ways, leading to 
possible abuses. 

The measure does not require  that even one new unit be 
built  with its annual $100,000,000.00+ budget for 15 
years. 

It provides for: 

• No  public accountability or citizen oversight of $100 
million/year! 

• No  performance standards to be met! 

• No  controls on wasteful spending! 

W e support new affordable housing — but this 
danger ously expensive scheme does not deliver it! 
V ote NO on Prop B! 
— Coalition for San Francisco Neighbor hoods 

(Cont’d  on p.2) 
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Pr op H: “Clean Ener gy Act” (Public Power). 
San Francisco’ s Neighborhoods oppose Pr op H. 
San Francisco Supervisors want to control the electric 
power system. They ask voters for authority to issue bonds 
without voter approval. Don’t let them! 
While they call it "clean ener gy", the aim is to take over 
powerlines and electric power facilities, then provide your 
electricity . 
Public power . As window dressing, the measure sets 
mandates for renewable (clean) generation–mandates they 
won’ t be able to meet! 
Electricity rates will be set by the Supervisors. This 
measure sets no limit on electricity rates! 
Proponents claim that the City will buy infrastructure to 
deliver electricity at no cost . Don’ t be fooled. Probable 
cost: up to $4,000,000,000. Rates must cover the cost of 
infrastructure as well as the cost of generating or 
purchasing electricity . 
The City department that would provide public power is in 
the middle of rebuilding the Hetch Hetchy water system 
($4.4 billion), and soon starts on the aging sewer system 
($4 billion). Is now the time to undertake more? It’ s just 
too risky . 
V ote No on Prop H. 
— Coalition for San Francisco Neighbor hoods 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Pr op I: Cr eating the Office of Ratepayer Advocate 
San Francisco’ s Neighborhoods Support Pr op I. 
The ratepayer deserves a voice. 
The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission is not 
regulated by the State of California. It is.an unregulated 
monopoly and sets its own water  and sewer  rates. The 
Commission which oversees the department consists of 
five political appointees. 
Under the Charter , the Board of Supervisors is not 
required to approve rates; however , it may reject them. But 
the Board has shown no interest in scrutinizing rates. Last 
year , it failed to even hold a hearing on $70,000,000 of 
water and sewer rate increases! 
Ratepayers must pay billions for the Hetch Hetchy seismic 
upgrade, W astewater Master Plan, recycled, groundwater 
and greening projects. Rates will be going up every year . 

(Cont’d  fr om p.1) Ba llo t R eco mm en da t ion s an d Ar gu me nts 
W e need an Independent Ratepayer Advocate to: 
• Safeguard the interests of the ratepayer and ensure 

transparency in the ratesetting process. 
• Advocate proactively for the ratepayer in the formulation 

of programs and policies af fecting rates. 
• Provide a necessary check and balance to the authority of 

the Commission to set our water and sewer rates. 
• Be independent of the Commission, the department and 

the politicians. 
• Help ensure that ef ficiencies are identified and 

implemented, and waste is prevented. 
MAKE SURE THE HETCH HETCHY  SEISMIC 
PROJECT  IS COMPLETED! 
MAKE SURE YOUR MONEY  IS WELL  SPENT! 
VOTE YES ON PROP  I! 
— Coalition for San Francisco Neighbor hoods 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Pr op K: Decriminalization of Pr ostitution. 
San Francisco’ s Neighborhoods Oppose Pr op K. 
• Proposition K is dangerous for San Francisco 
neighborhoods because it creates a refuge for sexual 
predators and human traf fickers, putting the safety of 
every San Franciscan at risk. 

• Our neighborhoods will see increases in individuals 
roaming our streets to solicit prostitutes without fear of 
prosecution. 

• Y oung women and children could become tar gets for 
pimps looking to recruit them into prostitution. 

• There are no supporting controls to this ordinance to 
regulate its impacts. 

V ote NO on Prop K! 
— Coalition for San Francisco Neighbor hoods 

How  to Reach Us 

  P r e s i d e n t :  G a r y  N o g u e r a  •  g a r y n o g u e r a @ e a r t h l i n k . n e t  •  4 6 9 - 8 8 9 9 
  1 s t  V P :  M a r k  S h e r m a n  •  m a s h e r 5 0 0 @ y a h o o . c o m 
  2 n d  V P :  P e n e l o p e  C l a r k  •  p e n e l o p e c l a r k @ y a h o o . c o m 
  R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y :  J u d i t h  B e r k o w i t z  •  s f j b e r k @ m a c . c o m  •  8 2 4 - 0 6 1 7 
  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y :  D i c k  M i l l e t  •  m i l l e t d i c k @ y a h o o . c o m 
  T r e a s u r e r :  J i m  L e w  •  e m t j a l @ s b c g l o b a l . n e t 
  M e m b e r - a t - L a r g e :  S u e  C a u t h e n  •  s c a u 1 3 2 1 @ a o l . c o m 
  M e m b e r - a t - L a r g e :  J o a n  G i r a r d o t  •  3 4 6 - 5 5 2 5 
  M e m b e r - a t - L a r g e :  A n g e l i q u e  M a h a n  •  a n g e l m a h a n @ h o t m a i l . c o m 
  P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n :  E v e l y n  W i l s o n  •  e v e l y n w i l s o n @ e a r t h l i n k . n e t 



September 15 
The Special Meeting of the CSFN Land Use & Housing 
Committee was convened by Chair Hiroshi Fukuda on Monday , 
September 15, 2008 at 5:44 P .M. in the Community Room of 
the Northern Police Station at T urk and Fillmore Streets. 
The Committee considered the following items: 
Review Eastern Neighborhoods Rezoning and Area Plan EIR. 
It is a massive plan over 1700 pages long. It is doubtful that 
Supervisors and their staf f were able to read it themselves. The 
EIR completed the previous year in 2007 does not consider all 
the changes that occurred in July 2008 and adopted in 
September 2008. 
The next regular meeting of the Committee will be held on 
Monday , October 13, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. in the Community 
Room of the Northern Police Station located at T urk and 
Fillmore Streets. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:24 P .M. 
September 22 
The Special Meeting of the CSFN Land Use & Housing 
Committee was convened by Chair Hiroshi Fukuda on Monday , 
September 22, 2008 at 5:48 P .M. in the Community Room of 
the Northern Police Station at T urk and Fillmore Streets. 
Committee discussed the need to testify or write to the Board of 
Supervisors and emphasize that Eastern Neighborhoods 
Rezoning and Area Plan EIR is incomplete, inadequate, 
inaccurate, and insufficient. 
The next regular meeting of the Committee will be held on 
Monday , October 13, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. in the Community 
Room of the Northern Police Station located at T urk and 
Fillmore Streets. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:1 1 P .M. 
October 6 
The Special Meeting of the CSFN Land Use & Housing 
Committee was convened by Chair Hiroshi Fukuda on Monday , 
October 6, 2008 at 5:46 p.m. in the Community Room of the 
Northern Police Station at T urk and Fillmore Streets. 
The Committee considered the following items: 
1. Eastern Neighborhoods Rezoning and Area Plan hearing at 

BOS Oct 8, 2008. Most importantly reemphasize that EN 
Rezoning and Area Plan is not consistent with the General 
Plan as required by California State law . There are no plans 
for displaced residents. No economic analysis with new 
built-out development 

2. 2009 Housing Element Citizen Advisory Body (CAB): 
Resolved  that a thorough and current Data and Needs 
Analysis be made available in hard copy for the public and 
to be discussed at the Planning Commission before any future 
CAB meeting. 

3. Japantown Better Neighborhoods Area Plan, Steering 
Committee to reconvene Oct. 14, 2008. The process will 
continue without the Japantown Center and Garage project. 
Any new project must comply with the new zoning. 

4. Supervisor Maxwell is working on an Institutional Master 
Plan for Hospitals with Sue Hestor , need to follow up. 

La nd  Us e & Ho us ing  
C om mi tte e R ep or ts 

5. Supervisor Ammiano has introduced amendments to the noise 
ordinance which may make it more difficult to protest because 
the Director of Public Health who be the sole authority to 
determine compliance with the ordinance. 

The next regular meeting of the Committee will be held on 
Monday , October 13, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. in the Community 
Room of the Northern Police Station located at T urk and 
Fillmore Streets. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:48 P .M. 
October 13 
Chair Hiroshi Fukuda on Monday , October 13, 2008 at 5:49 
P .M. in the Community Room of the Northern Police Station at 
T urk and Fillmore Streets. 
The Committee considered the following items: 
1. Planning Department staf f Elaine Forbes and Craig Nikitas 

presented a draft of the new Discretionary Review policy for 
the committee’ s review and comments. The Planning 
Department’ s draft removes the Planning Commission from 
most DRs. CSFN want the Planning Commission to decide 
the DRs and not a single hearing officer . The Pre-Application 
process CSFN recommended in 2003–4  was not fully 
implemented; if it is then DR numbers will most likely 
decrease. 

2. Eastern Neighborhoods Rezoning and Area Plan has many 
problems, General Plan consistency , deficient Housing 
Element, more than 6000 workers and jobs will be displaced 
without mitigating measure to continue their service needs for 
the city’ s operation and services. 

3. 2009 Housing Element Citizens Advisory Body . W e need to 
attend the next meeting November 5, 2008 (and all future 
meetings) as observers. There are only a few more of these 
meetings. Process may result in inadequate Housing Element 
again. 

4. 2004 Housing Element EIR Notice Preparation of an EIR 
Report, scoping will be heard next month, Nov 6, 2008. 

5. Noise Ordinance change will be heard in Rules Cmte next 
week, October 23, 2008. This may reduce grounds for protest. 

6. Supervisor Elsbernd has introduced legislation to allow 
increased heights, increased density , and reduced parking on 
19 th  A venue, hearing is scheduled for October 20, 2008 at the 
BOS Land Use & Economic Development Committee. 

A  special meeting of the Committee will be held on Monday , 
October 20, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room of the 
Northern Police Station located at T urk and Fillmore Streets. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 P .M. 

…Hir oshi Fukuda (RCA) Chairman 

E ve n  M o re  M ed ic al  H el ic op te r C r as he s! 
Since August 2008, two more medical helicopters have crashed 
with 6 more dead. This brings the count to  10  destroyed 
helicopters and 22  dead since February of this year . 
In other related news, Supervisor T om Ammiano has proposed to 
change the SF Noise Ordinance making it harder for residents to 
protest neighborhood and construction noise problems. It also 
gives the Director of Public Health the sole authority to define 
what health risks or problems are caused by noise. 

…Kar en Cliffe (EMIA) — 3 — 



CSFN Dr af t Minutes 
Gener al Assembly Meet ing 

September 16,  2008 
1. Call to Order . President Gary Noguera (MPIC) brought the 

meeting to order at 7:15 at Northern Police Station. 
a. Quorum declar ed. Delegates and alternates represented 19 

CSFN member or ganizations. 14 guests signed in. 
b. Agenda appr oved . 
c. Intr oductions. Delegates and guests introduced 

themselves. Hosts Patty DeVlieg (Excelsior District 
Improvement Assn, EDIA); and Peter T enenbaum  (New 
Mission T errace Improvement Assn, NMTIA) described 
their or ganizations’  objectives, history , and current issues. 

2. Minutes. The August General Assembly draft minutes were 
approved as printed on p 4 of the September newsletter . 

3. Officers’  Reports. 
a. Pr esident Noguera (MPIC) No Report 
b. 1 st  VP  Sherman  (CHA) No Report 
c. 2 nd  VP  Clark (RHN) No report. 
d. Recording Secr etary Berkowitz  (EMIA) Absent 
e. T r easur er  Lew  (NBN) submitted a written report 

4. Committee  Reports 
a. Land Use & Housing:  Chair Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA) noted 

the Committee report is on page 3 of the August 
newsletter . • Resolved  CSFN ur ges the Planning 
Department to select a 2009 Housing Element Citizens 
Advisory Body in compliance with State law . Motion 
passed 19-0. 

5. Unfinished Business. 
6. New Business. 

Emer gency Resolution from North Beach Neighbors (NBN): 
Resolved : Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods 
opposes the relocation of the new North Beach Library to the 
701 Lombard site. 
The property at 701 Lombard, known as the T riangle, was 
taken by eminent domain to become open space. W e would 
like it to be used for that purpose. W e also believe that the 
small lot size at 701 Lombard would limit the size, shape and 
functionality of the new library . This is an ill-conceived plan. 
Motion passed 12-0-4. 

7. Pr ogram . 
Candidates Forum 
a. District 1 Supervisor Candidates: Nicholas Belloni, Geor ge 

Flamik, Jason Jungreis, Sue Lee, Eric Mar , Alicia W ang 
b. District 3 Supervisor Candidates: Joseph  Alioto Jr ,  David 

Chiu, L ynn Jef ferson, Denise McCarthy , W ilma Pang 
c. District 4 Supervisor Candidates: Ron Dudum,  David 

Fer guson 
8. Announcement s. 
9. Adjournment. The September CSFN General Assembly 

meeting was adjourned at 10:10PM. 
…Angelique Mahan (EDIA) Acting Recor ding Secr etary 

September  24, 2008 
The CSFN ExCom was called to order at 7:05 pm at Northern 
Police Station by Chair Mark Sherman. Present were ExCom 
members Berkowitz, Noguera, Clark, W ilson, Mahan, Girardot, 
and Sherman. Millet, Lew , and Cauthen were excused absent. 
Officers’  Reports: 
Pr esident Noguera  – W orking on annual Holiday Party 
1 s t  VP  Sherman  – Distributed supervisorial candidates’  answers 
to CSFN questionnaire (found on page 5 of this newsletter). 
2 n d  VP  Clark  – No report 
T r easur er  Lew  – Absent 
Recording Secr etary Berkowitz  – Thanked Angelique Mahan 
for filling in for her as Acting Recording Secretary at the 
September General Assembly . • Reported on total money raised 
for Market-Octavia  fund. Barbara Austin (FHCA) and Charlotte 
Maeck (PHRA) volunteered to draft and send a letter to CSFN 
member or ganization presidents, VPs and delegates which will 
request donations to M-O fund. • CSFN’ s appeal of the Planning 
Commission certification of the Eastern Neighborhoods final EIR 
was heard at BoS on September 23. Hiroshi Fukuda presented 
the appeal, which was not granted. BoS vote was 7-1. All 
administrative remedies have been exhausted and now litigation 
is next step. • Update on 2009 Housing Element CAB: first 
meeting was September 3. Next meeting October 1. Berkowitz 
will not represent CSFN at the CAB, but will attend as 
individual. Planners briefed CAB on Part I of Housing Element: 
Data and Needs Analysis. CSFN members should attend as 
observers. 
Corr esponding Secr etary  Millet – Absent 
Pr ogram for  October  – Candidates for Board of Supervisors – 
District 5, 7, 9, and 1 1. 
Unfinished Business  – Berkowitz requested update on Noguera 
and Sherman’ s contacts of member or gs with low attendance 
records at CSFN General Assembly . Ramona keeps no records of 
past hosts, so we cannot track last meeting attended. Contacts of 
these member or gs will begin this month. 
New Business  – None 
Adjournment –  The September ExCom meeting was adjourned 
at 8:30 pm. 
The next ExCom meeting will be October 29th at 7:00 pm at 
Northern Station. 

…Mark Sherman (CHA) Chair 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 Lan d Use  & Hou sing  • Mon day  5:30 PM Oct  13 • Nor ther n Stat ion • 
     Cha ir Hiro shi Fuk uda  • nine rsam @a ol.c om • 386 -263 2 
 Gov ’t & Ele ctio ns  • Cha ir Mel inda  LaV alle  • mel inda lava lle@ aol. com 
 Byl aws  • Cha ir Eve lyn Wils on • eve lynw ilso n@ eart hlin k.ne t • 566 -782 6 
 Ope n Spa ce  • Cha ir Nan cy W uerf el nan cen umb er1@ aol. com  • 
      731 -643 2, R. Albr ight  621 -962 1 
 W ate r T ask  For ce  • Cha ir Joa n Gira rdot  • 346 -552 5 
 T ran spo rtat ion  • Cha ir Gar y Nog uera  • gary nog uera @e arth link. net • 
      469 -88 99 

Ex ecu t iv e C om mi tte e R ep or t 

— 4 — 



 1 . P h i l o s o p h i c a l l y ,  a r e  y o u  i n  f a v o r  o r  n o t  o f  t h e 
p r i v a t i z a t i o n  o f  c i t y - o w n e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  l a n d s  w i t h  l o n g - 
t e r m  2 0  –  3 0  y e a r  l e a s e s ? 

 2 . M a n y  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  h a v e  z o n i n g 
d e s i g n a t i o n s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  R H - 1  ( s i n g l e  f a m i l y  h o u s i n g ) . 
H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t  p r e s s u r e  t o  i n c r e a s e  d e n s i t y  i n  t h e 
C i t y  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  R H - 1  z o n i n g  c o u l d  b e 
c o m p r o m i s e d  o r  d i s a p p e a r .   D o  y o u  s u p p o r t  k e e p i n g 
R H - 1  z o n i n g ,  a s  i t  i s  n o w  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h i s  c h o i c e  f o r 
f u t u r e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  f a m i l i e s ? 

 3 . D o  y o u  s u p p o r t  P r o p o s i t i o n  A  t o  b o r r o w  $ 8 8 7 . 4  M  t o 
r e b u i l d  S F  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l  a n d  t r a u m a  c e n t e r ? 

 4 . D o  y o u  s u p p o r t  g i v i n g  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  m o r e 
a u t h o r i t y  t o  i s s u e  r e v e n u e  b o n d s  w i t h o u t  v o t e r  a p p r o v a l , 
a s  p r o p o s e d  i n  P r o p o s i t i o n  H ? 

 5 . D o  y o u  s u p p o r t  P r o p o s i t i o n  H ,  t h e  C l e a n  E n e r g y  A c t ?   I f 
y e s ,  w h y ?   I f  n o ,  w h y  n o t ?   P l e a s e  e x p l a i n  i n  s o m e  d e t a i l . 

 6 . D o  y o u  s u p p o r t  P r o p o s i t i o n  I ,  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t 
R a t e p a y e r  A d v o c a t e ?   I f  y e s ,  w h y ?   I f  n o ,  w h y  n o t ? 
P l e a s e  e x p l a i n  i n  s o m e  d e t a i l . 

 7 . A r e  y o u  i n  f a v o r  o f  “ t i e r e d ”  w a t e r  a n d  s e w e r  a n d 
e l e c t r i c i t y  r a t e s ,  w h e r e i n  a  r a t e p a y e r ’ s  b i l l  i n c r e a s e s  t h e 
m o r e  u n i t s  s h e / h e  c o n s u m e s ,  b u t  t h e  u n i t  c o s t  i n c r e a s e s , 
t o o ? 

 8 . D o  y o u  s u p p o r t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e 
“ S u n s h i n e  O r d i n a n c e ”  t o  i n c l u d e  n o n - p r o f i t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  r e c e i v e  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  C i t y ? 

 9 . W h a t  i s  y o u r  p o s i t i o n  o n  r e l a x i n g  c u r r e n t  z o n i n g 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  t o  a l l o w  m o r e  d e n s i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  C i t y ’ s 
r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ?   D o  y o u  f a v o r  r e l a x i n g  h e i g h t 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  N e i g h b o r h o o d  C o m m e r c i a l  D i s t r i c t s ? 

1 0 . T h e  M a y o r  h a s  p r o p o s e d  a  m a n d a t o r y  r e c y c l i n g  a n d 
c o m p o s t i n g  l a w  b e  p a s s e d  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  c u s t o m e r s  w i t h 
g a r b a g e  i n s p e c t o r s  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  t r a s h  a n d  l a r g e  f i n e s  f o r 
n o n c o m p l i a n c e .   A s  s u p e r v i s o r ,  w o u l d  y o u  v o t e  f o r  s u c h 
a n  o r d i n a n c e ?   C a n  y o u  s u g g e s t  a n y  a l t e r n a t i v e  w a y s  t o 
e n c o u r a g e  r e c y c l i n g  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  l e s s  d r a c o n i a n ?   

1 1 . P r o p  B  w o u l d  c h a n g e  t h e  C h a r t e r  t o  p r o v i d e  a  p r o p e r t y 
t a x  s e t  a s i d e  a n d  c r e a t e  a  c o m p l i c a t e d  m a n d a t o r y  b u d g e t 
b a s e l i n e  f o r  h o u s i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  t o g e t h e r  t o t a l i n g  a 
r e q u i r e d  m i n i m u m  o f  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  b e  e a r m a r k e d 
e a c h  y e a r .   A r e  y o u  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r  a m e n d m e n t 
a s  w r i t t e n ?   A s  s u p e r v i s o r ,  w h a t  p r o g r a m s  w o u l d  y o u  c u t 
t o  f u n d  t h i s  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 +  s e t  a s i d e  s h o u l d  P r o p  B  p a s s ? 

… M a r k  S h e r m a n  ( C H A ) 

C SF N  Q ue st io nn ai re  to  C an di da te s fo r 
B o ar d  o f Su p er vi so rs 

— 5 — 

S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  O f fi c e  D e p o t  f o r 
p h o t o c o p y i n g  s e r v i c e s ! 

Hosting Schedule 

 Oc t • Mir alo ma  Par k Imp rov em en t Clu b — MP IC 
Ma rin a Civ ic Imp vnt  & Pro per ty Ow ner s Ass n — MC I&P OA 

 No v • Mis sio n Cre ek Ha rbo r Ass n — MC HA 
Oce anv iew , Me rce d Hts , Ing les ide  - Ne igh bor s in Acti on — 

                OM I-N IA 
 Ja n • No rth  Par k Ne igh bo rs—  NP N 

Pac ific He igh ts Re sid ent s Ass n — PH RA 
 Fe b • Ou ter  Mis sio n Re sid ent s Ass n — OM RA 

Pan han dle  Re sid ent s Org /Sta nya n Ful ton  — PR OSF 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS ! 
BENEFACTO RS 

Dav id Win thr op Alle n Fam ily Tru st 
San  Fra ncis co Fire  Figh ters  Loc al 798 

San  Fra ncis co Poli ce Off icer s’ Ass n 
PATRONS 

Com mit tee  on Job s 
Hai ght  Ash bur y Imp rove men t Ass n 

Ret ired  Fire men  & Wid ows  Ass n of SFF D 
Rus sian  Hill  Nei ghb ors 

SPONSORS 
Bue na Vist a Nei ghb orh ood  Ass n 

Cat hed ral Hill  Nei ghb orh ood  Ass n 
Cow  Hol low  Ass n 

Dia mon d Hei ght s Com mun ity Ass n 
Dol ore s Hei ght s Imp rove men t Club 

Eas t Mis sion  Imp rove men t Ass n 
Ewi ng Ter race  Nei ghb orh ood  Ass n 

Fair  Oak s Com mun ity Coa litio n 
For est Kno lls Nei ghb orh ood  Org 
Frie nds  of the  Mus ic Con cou rse 

Gold en Gat e Hei ght s Nei ghb orh ood  Ass n 
Gre ater  Gea ry Blvd  Mer cha nts & Prop erty  Own ers Ass n 

Lau rel Hei ght s Imp rove men t Ass n 
Mir alom a Par k Imp rove men t Club 

New  Mis sion  Ter race  Imp rove men t Ass n 
Nor th Bea ch Nei ghb ors 

OM I Nei ghb ors  in Act ion 
Pac ific  Hei ght s Res iden ts Ass n 

Pan han dle Res iden ts Org  Sta nya n Fult on (PRO SF) 
Pot rero  Boo ster s Nei ghb orh ood  Ass n 

Rich mon d Com mun ity Ass n 
Sun set Hei ght s Ass n of Res pon sibl e Peo ple (SH ARP ) 
Sun set Park side  Edu cati on & Act ion Cmt e (SP EAK ) 

Tel egr aph  Hill  Dwe ller s 
Twi n Pea ks Imp rove men t Ass n 

We st of Twi n Pea ks Cen tral  Cou ncil 
Hon  Mik e Ant onin i Hon  Mar k Len o 
Bar bar a Aus tin Phil  Les ser 
Joh n Bar dis Hon  Fion a Ma 
Jud ith Ber kow itz Cha rlot te Mae ck 
Sue  Cau the n Hon  Car ole Mig den 
She ryl Con nell Dic k Mil let 
Dav id Cro mm ie Gar y Nog uer a 
Kar en Cro mm ie Lind a Pet ers on 
Mar y C & Al Har ris Hon  Ger ard o San dov al 
Lar ry & BJ Hol mbe rg And rew  Seg al 
Hon  Que ntin  & Mar a Kop p Pat rici a Vau ghe y 
Den ise LaP oint e 



The San Francisco General Hospital (SFGH) rebuild, — 
Proposition A  on this November ’ s ballot — is being aggressively 
marketed to San Francisco voters. 
Almost every political or ganization, local politician, union, and 
special interest group in town will either endorse Proposition A, 
or will be pressured into not being “against” the bond measure. 
The City , already worried about the tremendous $1.7 billion cost 
of this bond, has gone to great lengths to ensure the SFGH 
rebuild is the only general obligation bond measure on the ballot. 
Officially , San Francisco is claiming that the bond will “only” 
cost $887.4 million. But additional, remaining hidden costs 
haven’ t been considered or discussed publicly: $30 million 
preparing the bond; $640 million to service the debt repaying 
interest; and $157 million for furniture, fixtures and equipment 
 — all of which seem to have been for gotten. 
The future costs of seismically retrofitting the rest of the hospital 
campus haven’ t been mentioned. And bond costs are open-ended 
because by the City’ s own admission, the project may be 
underfunded by $55.6 million, if the City’ s projections that 
construction costs may reach $943 million prove accurate. 
V oters who own property will be annually taxed $59 for every 
$100,000 of property assessments over the next 23 years. Due to 
a 50% pass through clause, renters face annual $100 to $300 rent 
increases. 
The City’ s public relations machine is set to inundate voters with 
slick brochures, mailers, and automated phone messages. The 
local media will start placing favorable SFGH stories between 
September and the November 4 election. The City’ s main 
ar guments to voters will be emotional, because the facts and the 
City’ s numbers simply don’ t add up. V oters are going to be 
hearing a lot of public relations propaganda about 
“Compassion,” “desperately needed,” “no time left,” and “State 
law requires.” 
Has anyone heard that the T itanic is about to leave the dock? 
V oters should support SFGH’ s healthcare mission and want a 
seismically-safe  hospital. But the proposed SFGH rebuild is a 
poorly planned, poorly located, and an overpriced “trophy” 
hospital. The project should be re-thought and re-designed, 
before asking voters to approve bond financing. 
In 1994, state law SB1953 created new seismic standards for 
hospitals. Current California standards require hospitals should 
be able to withstand an earthquake without collapsing. But 
SB1953 created a second, higher compliance standard that 
requires hospitals to also be able to continue to operate, and 
function, after an earthquake. 
The proposed new , 90-foot-high, glass-walled SFGH hospital 
will be wedged forty feet or less between two non-seismically 
retrofitted brick buildings built in 1915. The 93-year -old brick 
buildings are 85 feet high, and aren’ t scheduled to be retrofitted 
until some time after the year 2015. The proposed hospital sits 
within the fall-zone of both brick buildings. In the event of a 
catastrophic earthquake, the brick buildings will collapse on the 
new hospital and render it inoperable. 
The City is claiming that a lar ge basement underneath the 
hospital called a “super -floor” will supposedly allow them to 
build the hospital at this location. This super -floor does not 
actually retrofit the two red brick buildings. 
When asked about the strength of the non-retrofitted brick 

buildings, Gene O’Connell, SFGH’ s CEO, stated on August 13 
that “the brick buildings did not collapse during the 1989 Loma 
Prieta earthquake,” and said she felt that they would not 
collapse in a future earthquake. 
The City needs to retrofit the adjacent red brick buildings before 
building the proposed replacement hospital. 
In 2006, the proposed design for the SFGH replacement was a 
rectangular building, estimated to cost $622 million. The 
Department of Public Health then reconsidered the design, and 
chose a more aesthetic, oval shaped hospital with glass walls. 
The redesigned building added $265 million dollars, including 
$7 million for art. 
The proposed hospital’ s bed capacity is insufficient for future 
needs. The project only adds an additional 32 beds, increasing 
19 neonatal ICU and pediatric beds, and eliminating 16 
medical/sur gical beds. 
The City’ s final project report does NOT  discuss emer gency 
room capacity . The hospital was designed before the DPH’ s 
commissioned Lewin report cited a citywide shortage of 533 
acute hospital beds by 2030, 24% below the City’ s projected 
needs. 
The same DPH administrators who planned the disastrous 
Laguna Honda Hospital (LHH) rebuild are also in char ge of the 
SFGH rebuild. This should give voters absolutely no confidence 
that the SFGH rebuild is well planned. LHH’ s ten-year rebuild 
is currently $241 million (60%) over budget and 420 beds 
(35%) smaller than originally promised. 
V oters were led to believe that LHH’ s primary mission would 
be to provide long-term care for our frail elderly and severely 
disabled. Suddenly , LHH’ s new primary mission will be to 
provide 90-day stay short-term and rehabilitative care. 
The City and the DPH have no accountability to voters. Who 
knows what the DPH will do or accomplish with the SFGH 
rebuild money , given its track record. 
The 2013 deadline for completing the hospital is man-made. 
Senate Bill 306 (October 2007) provides building extensions to 
2020 and beyond. 
The City should take the time to correct project flaws before 
constructing the replacement hospital. The City must reconsider 
using the original plans for the rectangular hospital, increase 
bed capacity , and retrofit the brick buildings adjacent to the 
proposed SFGH hospital location. 
Proposition A:  It’ s a poorly planned, poorly located, and 
overpriced hospital bond measure. 
Note: 
Among other issues, Gene O’Connell failed to mention that the 
1989 Loma Prieta earthquake registered 6.9 magnitude (on the 
more-precise “moment magnitude” scale, superior to the 
Richter scale). She avoided mentioning the Loma Prieta quake 
lasted approximately 15 seconds, was 1 1 miles deep, and was 
centered in Santa Cruz County on the San Andreas fault. 
O’Connell cleverly failed to discuss whether the two red brick 
buildings on SFGH’ s campus could withstand a longer , 30- 
second event exceeding a 6.9 moment-magnit ude, or higher , 
quake further up the coast, say in Daly City on the San Andreas 
fault line, or if less than 1 1 miles to the surface. She failed to 
discuss the impact of a greater magnitude, or a multi-factorial, 
quake. Former City safety employees knowledgeable about 
SFGH’ s structural issues are not as optimistic as Ms. O’Connell 
is; they frankly disagree with her blind-faith pronouncement 
that the red-brick buildings will withstand a catastrophic quake. 

…Geor ge W ooding 

Boondoggle II:  
Gener al Hospit al R ebuild 
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M ir al om a P ar k Im pr o v em en t C lu b 

Ho st Or g an iza t ion s for  the 
Oc tob er Ge ne r al As se mb ly 

Me et in g 

Miraloma Park Improvement Club represents the approximately 
2400 homes on the slopes of Mt Davidson, just west of Diamond 
Heights/T win Peaks. W e have just over 500 paid members. Our 
neighborhood is fairly unique, as the majority of homes are in the 
art deco style, having been built in the 1930s. W e are almost 
entirely RH-1 zoned and have strict residential building design 
guidelines. 
The boundaries of our group are roughly Portola, Foerster , Congo 
with Diamond Heights to the East. Issues of concern for us 
included traffic calming, the future of the 36 bus, and an increase 
in house break-ins. W e recently worked to get a notorious pot 
growing house shut down and the tenant evicted. W e work very 
actively with SFPD to mitigate issues. 

…Gary Noguera  

M ar in a C iv ic  Im pr o v em en t &  
P ro p er t y O w n er s A ss n 

Over 50 years ago, a small group of prominent Marina 
residents — including two retired US Army generals, a 
retired colonel, a businessman, a lawyer , a future 
supervisor , and (the lone woman) the secretary to five 
San Francisco mayors — came together to form Marina 
Civic Improvement & Property Owners Association. The 
idea was to create a counterbalance to the district’ s lar ge 
tenant population, which outnumbered homeowners four 
to one. Many property owners who lived in the Marina 
also owned the flats and apartment buildings that were 
rented out. 
The mission was adopted to preserve and improve the 
residential quality of life in the Marina and to participate 
in the civic life of the City . Boundaries were set at 
Chestnut (later Lombard) down to the Bay , and V an Ness 
to the Presidio. T oday , there are four neighborhood 
groups and two merchant groups active in the area. 
Over the years MCI/POA  always had a close relationship 
with the military at Ft Mason and the Presidio. Many 
Army personnel retired to the Marina in order to be close 
to the amenities the base of fered them. At one time MCI/ 
POA  membership included five retired Army generals, six 
retired colonels, and a retired admiral! MCI/POA ’ s 
longtime beloved president, Jack Crowley , was a retired 
brigadier general whose last assignment was commander 
at Ft Mason. He was then appointed General Manager of 
the SF Public Utilities Commission by Mayor Alioto, and 
later acted as a bridge between the Army , the National 
Park Service and the neighborhood as a longtime member 
of the GGNRA  Advisory Committee. 
Because the Marina is surrounded by ar guably the most 
beautiful open space in the City , including the grounds of 
the Palace of Fine Arts, the Marina Greens, the public 
shoreline of San Francisco Bay , Ft Mason, the Presidio, 
and Crissy Field, over the years MCI/POA  has dedicated 
much ef fort and thousands of volunteer hours to 
participation in the transitioning of these areas into the 
new entities of today . 
As regards the transition of the Presidio from the Army to 
the National Park Service to the Presidio T rust, MCI/ 
POA  participated at every step of the way in every land 
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use decision from serving on the Army’ s Selection 
Committee which established the Presidio Restoration 
Advisory Board, then serving on that Board for many years; 
serving on the BoS Doyle Drive T ask Force; serving on the 
SFCT A  Doyle Drive CAC; serving on CalT rans Doyle 
Drive W ork Group; and the transition of Crissy Field. 
MCI/POA  formulated the idea (and convinced then- 
Supervisor Leland Y ee to sponsor it) to create the BoS 
Presidio Neighborhood Representative W ork Group for the 
purpose of establishing a forum to force recalcitrant City 
Agencies (particularly the Planning Department, City 
Attorney’ s Office, and the Controller) to work together with 
neighborhood stakeholder groups and environmental 
or ganizations to formulate the City’ s official responses to all 
future Environmental Impact Studies released by the 
Presidio T rust. 
MCI/POA  vigorously fought the Presidio T rust legislation 
(1994–1996), heavily lobbied Congress, and together with 
Joel V entresca, Chair of Preserve the Presidio Campaign 
(and former CSFN president) wrote his testimony which 
was delivered before the House Resources Committee in 
W ashington DC. Marina Civic Improvement had the high 
honor of being slammed by the Marina T imes newspaper as 
the only neighborhood group in the city to officially oppose 
the legislation creating the Presidio T rust. 
T oday the loopholes in the legislation that we foresaw and 
tried unsuccessfully to amend are now finally becoming 
apparent to all the johnny-come-lately neighborhood 
groups, which are opposing the new development proposals 
for the Main Post. W e, however , veterans of these struggles, 
are leaving the current battle to the lawyers for the National 
Park Service, whose very mission is to uphold and defend 
the National Historic Preservation Act. 

…Joan Girar dot, Gloria Fontanello 
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