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NEW FOCUS ON GOLDEN GATE PARK
As it turned out, it was more than the Chronicle’s crisis de 
jour. Columnist C.W. Nevius persisted with articles about 
the abuse of Golden Gate Park by indigent squatters for a 
period of a week and then revisited the topic a month later. 
City officials responded with the perfunctory, “I’m shocked, 
shocked…” and then, following a time-honored tradition, 
sent multi-departmental teams into the park to start rousting 
campers.

There were mixed feelings among residents of the 
neighborhoods that border the park. Some felt the new 
police sweeps pushed the problem out on to neighborhood 
streets, but most people, particularly those who regularly 
use the park, were very grateful. Once again, it took the 
press to prod City Hall into doing its job. 

Loss of Hiking Trails

Visitors to the park who stay on the streets with car traffic 
don’t experience the fear that hiking families do. It is 
simply no longer safe to use the myriad off-road walking 
trails interweaving the park because they have been taken 
over by indigent campers. This is a great loss of recreational 
open space to the people of San Francisco.

Needles Underfoot

Recurring in the articles was the disquieting impact of the 
city’s so-called needle exchange program (HIV Prevention 
Project). Because of the shocking number of used 
hypodermic needles found in the park’s campsites, Nevius 

brought to light the downside of that program which, while 
originally demanding used needles in exchange for new 
ones, gradually eased up on the “exchange” aspect and 
simply became needle distribution sources. 

City Agencies Claim Success

Since the new series of “sweeps” began on July 25, city 
officials report that there have been 7 felony arrests; 13 
arrests for outstanding warrants; 236 infraction citations; 
167 campsite cleanouts; 164 people who have accepted 
services (accompanied by some 30 dogs); and 25 people 
who have accepted bus tickets home. 

Recycling Center Fingered

A progressive sacred cow came under fire when Nevius 
wrote that the HANC Recycling Center’s policy of cash 
redemption for recyclables—mostly pilfered from Sunset 
Scavengers’ blue bins—was supplying park campers with 
ready money. Located in a corner of the park near Kezar 
Stadium, the recycling center has defied the park’s master 
plan for years.

Mayor Dips His Toe In

Under pressure, the mayor quickly proposed a modest 
amendment to the park code prohibiting anyone from 
“modifying the landscape in order to create shelter”—even 
in the daylight hours. In addition he would extend the “no-
sleeping” hours from 8:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. (currently they 
are 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m).

What Can Be Done?

1) Improve the city’s shelters. Those that work there know 
what needs to be done. Security, storage, more professional 
staff. But it takes money. And until homeless advocates 
change their mantra of “permanent housing” as the only 
solution, there will be no (zero) constituency for improved 
public shelters.

2) Either enforce the like-number exchange of used needles 
for new or cease distributing them altogether. After all, 
needles can be purchased at any Walgreens at low cost with 
no questions asked. 
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Parliamentary Pointers: 
Majority Votes

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Land Use & Housing • Monday 5:30 pm October 8 • Northern  
Station • Chair Hiroshi Fukuda • ninersam@aol.com • 386-2632
Gov’t & Elections • Chair Melinda LaValle • melindalavalle@aol.com 
Bylaws • Chair Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net • 
566-7826
Open Space • Chair Nancy Wuerfel • nancenumber1@aol.com  
• 731-6432, R. Albright • 621-9621
Water Task Force • Chair Joan Girardot • 346-5525
Transportation • Gary Noguera • garynoguera@earthlink.net  
• 469-8899

NEIGHBORHOOD EMPOWERMENT 
SUMMIT

Regarding the action taken at the August meeting to support 
the permanent halt to flyovers over populated areas by the 
Blue Angels—a vote of three in favor and two against, 
with twelve abstentions—was not in keeping with CSFN 
Bylaws, Article VII, Section F, 3, which states, “a majority 
vote of the member organization represented at a meeting 
shall determine any matter except as otherwise specified in 
these Bylaws.”  Therefore a majority of the organizations 
represented would have been nine, and the vote as taken 
must be declared null and void.

Robert’s Rules indicates that usually the basis for voting is 
a majority of those voting, not a majority of those present, 
and abstentions are not votes.

If the maker of the motion wishes to do so, the motion may 
be re-introduced at the next meeting.

 ...Evelyn L. Wilson, PRP

Several hundred neighborhood activists gathered at the 
Bill Graham Civic Auditorium on Saturday, September 8 
to share ideas and experiences on how to improve their 
communities. The Neighborhood Empowerment Network 
Summit brought together city agencies, nonprofits, and 
established and up-and-coming community leaders to 
discuss ways to make neighborhoods safer, greener, cleaner, 
and better prepared for natural disasters.  

Keynote speaker Latoya Cantrell, President of the 
Broadmoor Improvement Association in New Orleans, 
talked about the importance of community when dealing 
with disasters such as Hurricane Katrina. She said that the 
Broadmoor neighborhood has been able to come back after 
Katrina because they had a strong neighborhood association 
before the hurricane hit. She suggested people plan how 
they will rebuild their neighborhood before a disaster 
occurs. Broadmoor now has Block Captains who check on 
who’s returned and who has not. They’ve created online 
forms and a toll-free number so neighborhood residents 
can tell them where they are and what they need to return. 
They have surveyed the neighborhood so they know where 
people who may need more help during a disaster, e.g., 
senior citizens or people with pets or health problems, live. 
Put yourself and your community in a position to LIVE in 
the event of a disaster, she said.

A break-out session on “How to Build Stronger 
Communities Through Neighborhood Associations” 
featured CSFN’s Judith Berkowitz, Marc Christensen from 
the Merced Extension Triangle Neighborhood Association, 
Leela Gill from the North of Panhandle Neighborhood 
Association, Sheryl Davis from Mo’Magic (Fillmore/
Western Addition), Carol Mo from the Safety Network, and 
Oona Gilles-Weil from SF Safe. The panelists spoke about 
how their neighborhood groups began and offered tips to 
those hoping to form groups of their own. 

All agreed that, in this internet age, paper newsletters still 
have an important role to play in getting information to 
neighbors. Special events, street fairs, BBQs, and parties 
help neighbors get to know each other. Christensen 
suggested that activists know the issues important to their 
community, but warned against bringing up the same issues 
over and over again at meetings if you want people to 
continue to attend. 

The panelists pointed out that a neighborhood association 
doesn’t have to be a 501(c)3 nonprofit to be effective. 
They can work with a fiscal sponsor to raise money or get 
small grants. Dues are important not just as a fundraiser, 
but because people who pay dues feel more invested in the 
neighborhood association. 

When trying to establish a neighborhood association, Davis 
suggested activists start with small projects, e.g., getting 
an overgrown tree trimmed. When people see that you’ve 
had success addressing these smaller projects, they’ll be 
more likely to join your association. The panel urged those 
starting neighborhood associations to start small, and stay 
positive.

Other break-out sessions addressed preparing for a disaster, 
making neighborhood streets greener, cleaner, and safer, 
how to revitalize a local park, how to write a Community 
Challenge Grant to fund neighborhood projects, and how to 
fight global warming.

…Sally Stephens (GGHNA)




