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NEIGHBORHOOD EMPOWERMENT NETWORK
Achieving Neighborhood Potential
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Vision...

To create a collaborative platform that will serve as a 
central engagement point for communities to find and share 
information that empowers them to achieve their collective 
goals and potential.

Background...

There are over one hundred unique neighborhoods in San 
Francisco. Many of them have neighborhood associations 
that are in some form of activation. These are the entities 
that the outreach team members of City agencies / non prof-
its engage and partner with to address local challenges and 
implement pro-active strategies. The more these communi-
ties are empowered with the knowledge of how the City and 
County of San Francisco operates and how to work with 
its agencies / non profits on a day to day basis, the more 
successful they are in partnering to build strong and vibrant 
communities for the long term. This capacity to participate 
in the day-to-day management and improvement of their 
community, translates into an important behavior that will 
ultimately help them prepare, survive and recover from a 
natural disaster.

Solution...  The Neighborhood Empowerment Network 
(NEN)

In order to engage the hundreds of neighborhood and com-
munity groups that would benefit from capacity enhance-
ment, it would be beneficial to create a  new entity to serve 
as the main channel that leaders and their partners will use 
to share information; that channel will be the Neighborhood 
Empowerment Network (NEN).

NEN will be designed to create a community of passionate 
and committed neighborhood leaders, non-profits, private 
sector, and government agencies that will engage in a vari-
ety of ways to accomplish the following:

 “To help neighborhoods become safer, greener, cleaner, 
stronger, and better prepared to prepare for, survive, and 
rebuild after a natural disaster.”

NEN will manage several channels of engagement for its 
members to participate in:

•  The NEN website – EmpowerSF.org

•  The Neighborhood Empowerment Summit – Saturday,  
 September 8th

•  Neighborhood Empowerment Forums

•  Neighborhood Empowerment Network Leadership   
Academy

•  Neighborhood Empowerment Collectives

...Submitted by Daniel Homsey (MONS)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

EmpowerSF.org Website:

Find and share information —  an online clearinghouse of 
information and a database of best practices.

EmpowerSF.org will serve as the backbone of the Network 
and expedite the flow of information and ideas throughout 
its members at an unprecedented rate. By offering unique 
content that is based on real life success stories and oppor-
tunities, EmpowerSF.org will become an invaluable tool for 
all parties involved in helping communities become healthi-
er safer and better prepared places to live.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Neighborhood Empowerment Summit (NES):
Saturday, September 8th

Bill Graham Civic Auditorium
This summit will be modeled after the City’s Project Home-
less Connect including an empowerment resources fair and 
empowerment or “break out” sessions.  

8:30AM – Resource Vendors Set Up

9:00AM – Registration and Resource Fair Opens to Attend-
ees

10:30AM – 11:30AM – First Break Out Session Starts

12Noon – 1:00PM – Lunch and Key Note Speaker

1:30PM – 2:30PM – Second Break Out Session Starts

4:00PM – Resource Fair Closes

To register go to: EmpowerSF.org.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Neighborhood Empowerment Forums 

Throughout the year NEN will hold NEN Empowerment 
Forums throughout the City that focus on timely and rel-
evant subject matter for community members to participate 
in.
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Parliamentary Pointers
Decorum in Meetings

When a member of an organization participates in the 
meeting, either by making motions or debating in support 
of or in opposition to the motion on the floor, there are 
rules governing the process. First, the member must be 
recognized by the Chair or by the President, who assigns 
the floor to the member first seeking the opportunity to 
speak. The member then proceeds to express his views, 
remembering that he must conduct himself in an orderly 
way, avoiding attacking the motives of other members, 
referring to other persons as “The previous speaker,” or 
“The Chairman of the committee,” etc.

The speaker must not use insulting words or profanity, 
but gives his reasons why others should vote in favor or 
in opposition to the pending motion. It is suggested that 
he conclude his remarks with a phrase such as, “. . .and, 
therefore, I urge you to vote for this proposal.”

If a member does not adhere to these rules, the Chair has 
the responsibility to interrupt him, warn him about using 
less inflammatory language, and, if he persists in his rude 
language or action, rule him out of order, and tell him to sit 
down!

Meetings should not be allowed to disintegrate into 
shouting matches. Decisions of the group may be arrived at 
in a much better way when discussion is less heated. Your 
fellow members will be more inclined to take part in the 
business of your organization if they do not feel threatened.

                                      ...Evelyn L. Wilson, PRP

The following proposed bylaw amendment has been 
considered and approved by the Bylaws Committee, and is 
hereby noticed for consideration at the September General 
Assembly meeting. It does not change procedure but is 
reworded for clarity. 

As presently stated, Article VII, Section H. Initiative and 
Proposition Endorsement Procedure:

 1.  Introduction of proposed endorsements shall be made at a 
meeting prior to the one at which the vote is to be taken.

  a.  Except that when a bond or initiative is submitted to 
the voters by legislative initiative from the Board of 
Supervisors, or by the Mayor, or other official entity, 
after the time expires for such introduction at a prior 
meeting that prevents the timely preparation of a 
ballot handbook response, the President may place the 

Proposed Bylaw Amendment to Clarify Procedure
endorsement as an emergency item before the assembly.

2.  Approval of a recommendation to support or oppose a 
ballot measure shall require not less than two-thirds (2/3) 
vote of the delegates voting, not including abstentions, 
which shall not be less than twenty-five percent (25%) of 
the total member organizations.

 It is proposed to reword Section H.2. for clarity, as follows:

2. The support of a minimum of twenty-five percent 
(25%) of  the total member organizations is required 
for approval of a recommendation to support or oppose 
a ballot measure. In addition, a two-thirds (2/3) vote 
of the delegates voting, not including abstentions, is  
required. The vote shall be taken by roll call.

...Submitted by the Bylaws Committee

Evelyn Wilson, Chair

Some heartening news in the neighborhood arena: the 
development at 3400 César Chavez (the old Kelly-Moore 
Paint Store site) will proceed as planned. The appeal of the 
EIR by the Mission Antidisplacement Coalition (MAC) was 
not upheld at the Board of Supervisors when they voted on 
it July 31st.

The upcoming election is a little over two months away, 
and we are writing the ballot argument we voted on at the 
July 31st Special meeting of the General Assembly. At the 
remaining General Assembly meetings before the election 
we will hear from pro and con speakers on at least two 
more measures we haven’t yet heard from, and candidates 
will address us as well.

A heartfelt thank you to Melinda LaValle (CHNA) for 
her service as Chair of the Governemtn & Elections 
Committee! 

The ballot measures are, as usual, a varied group:  
Charter Amendments: 
Limiting Hold-Over Service on Boards and Commissions 
Public Hearing on Initiatives 
Mayor to Appear at Board 
Library Preservation Fund 
Transit Reform and Limitation of Parking 
Retirement Benefits for Police Department Employees Who 
Were Airport Police Officers

Ordinances: 
Small Business Assistance Center Ordinance 
Golden Gate Park Stables Ordinance 
Parking Regulation Ordinance

Declarations of Policy: 
Street Furniture Declaration of Policy  
Universal Wi-Fi Declaration of Policy

If you are viewing this online, each ballot measure is a link 
to the text of the measure.

…Judith Berkowitz (EMIA)
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Laguna Honda
Assisted Living Feasibility

This month a new era of health care will begin on the Laguna 
Honda campus. We will issue a draft feasibility study for 
the first-ever assisted-living units at our 62-acre site West of 
Twin Peaks. 

The study will be available at www.sfdph.org/LHHReplace, 
on July 31, 2007, and I hope that you will provide comments 
and advice on the draft before we produce the final version 
in September. A limited number of hard copies will also be 
available from our Community Affairs Office, 759-4597. You 
will be able to comment on-line or in person. We will host a 
town hall meeting at the hospital on the evening of August 
15.

The feasibility study focuses on construction questions such 
as the best location on the campus for the assisted-living 
building. It will be just one of many opportunities to give 
advice on the project. Planning is in the early stages. When 
we move into the design and programming phases, we will 
seek public input on those topics. 

As we inaugurate the assisted-living era at Laguna Honda, it 
is worth recalling that the buildings going up will continue a 
140-year tradition of San Franciscans caring for each other 
at this same site. When the hospital opened in 1866 it was 
called the Almshouse, and it has been a place of refuge in 
times of epidemic and earthquake. Today, it is home to a 
community of residents and caregivers who make a rich and 
varied contribution to the life of the city.

For example, this month Paul Hendrickson, a writer who 
lives at Laguna Honda, published a book of poetry and prose 
called “Consider These...”. Paul and I grew up in the same 
town, Worcester, Massachusetts. He is a few years older than 
me, so we didn’t know each other back then, but I remember 
how much fun it was to go hear his band play. In the new 
book, Paul writes about his life, and says, “I just assumed 
you all knew the story.” But, of course, no one knows a story 
until it gets told, like Paul has told his. 

Laguna Honda’s story is old and deep. Our name, after all, 
means “deep lagoon.” When you offer your comments on the 
feasibility study, you will help to write the Laguna Honda 
story. Our new buildings will be made of concrete and steel, 
but they will also reflect the needs of our residents and a 
commitment by the public to a tradition of service. 

In May, the state of California recognized that service 
tradition when inspectors gave us the best report in a decade 
on their annual survey. I am proud of the caregivers at 
Laguna Honda for their outstanding work, and I hope you are 
too. 

Our mission at Laguna Honda is to provide high quality, 
culturally competent rehabilitation services and skilled 
nursing care to the diverse population of San Francisco. We 

(Contʼd from p. 1, col 2)

By offering year round information exchange events, the 
network will add value year round as well as offer more 
targeted and focused support to partners.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEN Leadership Academy 
Leadership is a key criteria for neighborhood capacity de-
velopment. Managing an inclusive and dynamic dialogue, 
and motivating and engaging people are essential skills for 
neighborhood leaders. This multi-session workshop will 
focus on working with community members to become 
catalysts for change in their neighborhoods.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Neighborhood Empowerment Collectives 
In communities that experience long-term challenges within 
a NEN area of focus, such as Safety, a community can  col-
laborate with its public and non-profit partners on a regular 
basis to address challenges and increase organizational 
cooperation. 
By creating micro-teams of field-deployed personnel for 
more targeted and coordinated efforts from both the com-
munity and the public sector side, the community will most 
likely see an improvement in their level of confidence and 
issue resolution.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Summary
The Neighborhood Empowerment Network Suite of Pro-
grams will greatly empower San Francisco Community or-
ganizations and leaders to participate in the design and the 
implementation of quality of life and public safety strate-
gies that will ensure the long- term health and preparedness 
of the City as a whole.

...From Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services

Empower Neighborhoods

How to Reach Us
President: Judith Berkowitz • sfjberk@mac.com • 824-0617
1st VP: Gary Noguera • garynoguera@earthlink.net
2nd VP: Penelope Clark  • penelopeclark@yahoo.com
Secretary: Dick Millet • milletdick@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Jim Lew • emtjal@sbcglobal.net
Member-at-Large: Sue Cauthen • scau1321@aol.com
Member-at-Large: Angelique Mahan • angelmahan@hotmail.com 
Member-at-Large: Joan Girardot • 346-5525
Parliamentarian: Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net

have high expectations for ourselves, and we appreciate 
the contributions of people like you. Call us anytime at the 
number in this article to take a tour of the new construction 
site.

 ...John Kanaley, Laguna Honda Executive Administrator
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Executive Committee Report

Land Use & Housing  
Committee Report

(Contʼd on p. 5, col 1)

July 25, 2007

The CSFN ExCom was called to order at 17:45 at Northern 
Police Station by Chair Gary Noguera. Present were 
ExCom members Berkowitz, Noguera, Clark, Lew, Mahan, 
Cauthen, and Wilson. Absent: Millet, Girardot. Guests: 
Emeric Kalman, Marilyn Amini.

Reports: President Berkowitz will attend / has attended 
a number of meetings, including those concerning Draft 
Mission Area Plan, City College expansion and proposed 
new building in Chinatown, and a hearing called by 
Supervisor Alioto-Pier on Parking. She was very involved 
in monitoring the 3400 César Chavez project. Although 
well-balanced among retail, market-rate and BMR units, the 
project was strongly opposed by some affordable housing 
activists. The BOS ultimately refused to overrule the 
Planning Commission’s decision to approve, and the project 
will thus be built.

1st VP Noguera represented CSFN at the TEP CAC July 
meeting. He also attended several other meetings including 
[for informational purposes] the Planning Commission and 
Police Commission regular meetings. 

2nd VP Clark did not have a report. Treasurer Lew reported 
that there was no new income, but that likewise there were 
no new expenses. Corresponding Secretary Millet was on 
vacation.

The G&E committee was discussed, and as annouonced, a 
special General Assembly meeting will be held on July 31st

Program for August: Transit Effectiveness Program update. 

Program for September: Further ballot measures. Other 
suggestions include Graffiti Watch, Central MUNI Subway, 
Home Depot. Are there others?

New Business: None 

Unfinished Business: Recording Secretary position 
remains unfilled.

The next ExCom meeting will be on Aug 29th at 17:30 at 
Northern Station.

The May ExCom meeting adjourned at 19:00

…Gary Noguera (MPIC) Chair

Government & Elections  
Committee Report

CSFN Govt & Elections Committee met on Friday July 
27th at 6:00 in the community room of Northern Station. 
Serving on the committee and present were: Mary 
Harris(OMI), Emeric Kalman (GWPNA), Sue Cauthen 
(NBN), Melinda LaValle (CHNA) Joan Girardot (MCI/
POA), Angelique Mahan (EDIA), Judith Berkowitz, 
(EMIA), Linda Peterson (RHN), Evelyn Wilson (SPEAK), 
Al Harris (OMI-NIA), Penelope Clark (RHN), Gary 
Noguera (MPIC), Don Stroh (DHIC), Marilyn Amini 
(GWPNA), Charlotte Maeck (PHRA), Barbara Austin 
(FHCA), Lee Ann Prifti (DHIA). Our guests were Paul 
Warfield and Egon Terplan. 

There were six ballot measures submitted by the 
supervisors by the July 27th deadline available from the 
Office of Elections. The committee decided that two 
were not under the CSFN purview to take a position. We 
reviewed the remaining four. 

We voted to recommend a motion to Oppose the MTA 
charter amendment. Most felt the changes were too 
sweeping, that the charter gave too much power (and 
money) to the MTA without voter or other agency 
accountability. Particularly troublesome were the potential 
changes to future parking requirements. 

We also voted to recommend a motion to Oppose the 
measure requiring the Mayor to appear before the Board of 
Supervisors. 

On the measure to change ballot measure submission 
dates, we voted to recommend a motion to Support after 
hearing arguments in support from Mr. Terplan. Most felt 
that having more time to evaluate the measures and have 
hearings with public comment would be positive. 

Finally, on the Library funding measure we decided to send 
this to the delegates without recommendation. While many 
were in favor of support, the committee did not feel it had 
enough information on the specifics and would be better 
evaluated with both sides presenting before the General 
Assembly. 

 August 13, 2007 

The Regular Meeting of the CSFN Land Use & Housing 
Committee was convened by Acting Chair Dick Millet on 
Monday, August 13, 2007 at 5:40PM in the Community 
Room of the Northern Police Station at Turk and Fillmore 
Streets.

The Committee considered the following items:
1. Transbay Terminal development heights and 

consideration of height limits.

2. Building heights in general.
3. Recommend to GA to rescind Regulation of Parking 

Space Initiative. Passed.

The next regular meeting of the Committee will be held on 
Monday, September 10, 2007 at 5:30PM in the Community 
Room of the Northern Police Station at Turk and Fillmore 
Streets.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 P.M.

…Dick Millet (PBNA) Acting Chairman
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COMMITTEES
Land Use & Housing• Monday 5:30pm September 10 • Northern 
Station • Chair Hiroshi Fukuda • ninersam@aol.com • 386-2632   
Gov’t & Elections • Chair Melinda LaValle • melindalavalle@aol.com
Bylaws • Chair Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net •  
566-7826
Open Space • Chair Nancy Wuerfel • nancenumber1@aol.com •  
731-6432, R. Albright • 621-9621
Water Task Force • Chair Joan Girardot • 346-5525
Transportation • Chair Gary Noguera • garynoguera@earthlink.net 
• 469-8899

Do We Need a Newsletter?
Nowhere in the Bylaws does it say that CSFN must publish 
a newsletter. Although minutes of general assembly 
meetings, excom meetings and committee meetings must 
be recorded for documentary purposes, these summaries 
could be printed and distributed at the general meeting 
by the recording secretary and the committee chairs. The 
corresponding secretary could inform the membership and 
hosts of the coming meeting by phone, mail, email and 
website, all with help from the members-at-large.
For over 8 years, President Berkowitz has been overseeing 
the contents, the production, the printing and distribution of 
the newsletter, on occasion by herself. This is not part of the 
President’s job and it is unlikely that successive presidents 
will want to take this on.
Unless there is more interest in serving on the newsletter 
committee (this year no one signed up) I suggest we drop 
the newsletter and distribute the work among the executive 
committee as suggested above. By making more use of 
email and the web site, pertinent articles, opinion pieces 
and notices can be posted in a timely and inexpensive 
manner.

...Mary Helen Briscoe (PROSF) 

The July Vote
The “Parking for Neighborhoods Initiative” brought forth 
many keen minds of members who used to attend the CSFN 
meetings. It was good to see them and know that they are 
still interested in what happens to the neighborhoods of our 
City.

Several had studied the parking proposal thoroughly and 
had many good points to discuss pro and con. Tempers 
flew hot and heavy, which proves the Coalition is not an 
easy push-over, one way or the other. We hope to continue 
seeing these members at our meetings.

According to the CSFN Bylaws, “The support of a 
minimum of one-third of the member organizations is 
required for adoption [of a policy]. The vote shall be taken 
by roll call.” According to the CSFN treasurer, there are 
43 neighborhood organizations belonging to the CSFN at 
present. (25% of 43 is 11).

At the July 17th meeting, the vote on parking was 9 
organizations in favor and 4 organizations opposed with 10 
abstentions.  Abstentions have no count value. The motion 
to approve “Parking for Neighborhoods” failed to pass.

...Babette Drefke (EMIA) 

Public Notice to Neighbors

RESOLUTION

Whereas,  All City projects impact local residents and 
businesses, either favorably or adversely, and

Whereas,   Often such projects are decided before 
commission hearings and before any public discussion that 
might change the outcome, and

Whereas,  City projects that are approved without proper 
notification to the public, thus denying the public input in 
the approval process, are usually strongly opposed, with 
consequent delay and expense, and

Whereas,  The City and its departments are servants of the 
public, and neighborhoods are not only the public but are 
the life blood of San Francisco and especially deserving of 
proper notification, and

Whereas,  The Recreation and Park Commission recently 
approved a project that was not duly noticed and did not 
solicit wide public input although possible impact on 
residents could be great, therefore be it

RESOLVED,  That the Coalition for San Francisco 
Neighborhoods urges the Supervisors to require that all 
City commissions withhold approval of a project until 
public involvement and discussion take place between all 
stakeholders, and be it further

RESOLVED,  That notices be posted to all who are 
located within 4 blocks of the project in any direction, and 
discussions be held at least 30 days before the hearing at 
convenient times for the public, and be it further

RESOLVED,  That approval be contingent upon 
certification that appropriate and timely notification of 
stakeholders has occurred.

…Mary Helen Briscoe (PROSF) 

At June’s CSFN meeting there was a motion to postpone 
the vote on the Public Notice to Neighbors Resolution, 
printed in the June newsletter, until the wording of the  “Re-
solved” clauses be more specific. Below is the edited result 
which will be voted on this month.

Letters to the Editor

Editorial: 
Do We Need a Newsletter?

The meeting adjourned at 8:40. The next meeting of the 
G&E Committee is Tuesday August 14th at 5:30, Northern 
Station Community Room.

…Melinda LaValle (CHNA) Chair

(Contʼd from p. 4, col 2)
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CSFN Draft Minutes
General Meeting July 17, 2007

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER by Pres. Judith 
Berkowitz at 7:02 pm at Northern Police Station, Tuesday, 
17 July 2007 with introduction of Delegates and Guests. 
QUORUM ASCERTAINED: 22 organizations and 11 
guests attending. 
PRESENTATION by HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
Twin Peaks Council & Open Space Conservancy. Ramona 
(TPC&OSC) and Sunset Heights Ass’n of Responsible 
People, Jack Barry (SHARP) provided the refreshments. 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS:
• PRESIDENT’S REPORT, J. Berkowitz: see President’s 
Message p 2 & 4 of July’07 Newsletter. Judy introduced 
Kathy Devincenzi (LHIA), San Franciscans for Livable 
Neighborhoods, who spoke about the VICTORY of the 
Appeal to the State Board of Appeals to require an EIR 
on the Housing Element, an issue that the Board of Supes 
did not support, they considered it unnecessary because 
they had not budgeted it. Charlotte Maeck, Barbara Austin, 
Marilyn Amini and Maria Sousa were instrumental; plus 
others organizations and individuals were part of the 
group. 

• 1st VICE PREZ, Gary Noguera (MPIC): see X-Com 
Report, p 4 of July 07 Newsletter. Gary expanded on the 
Transit Effectiveness Program (TEP). 

• 2nd VICE PREZ, Penelope Clark (RHN): NONE 
• RECORDING SEC’Y, Position “O P E N”: 19 June ‘07 
Minutes, p 6 of July ‘07 Newsletter, “APPROVED” by 
voice vote. 

• TREASURER’s Report, Jim Lew (NBN): July written 
Report submitted. 

• CORRESPONDING SEC’Y, Dick Millet (PBNA): 
Correspondence BINDER available at side table. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
• EXECUTIVE: Gary Noguera (MPIC) 1st VP, page 4 July 
07 Newsletter.

• BYLAWS: Evelyn Wilson (SPEAK) chair NONE
• LAND USE/HOUSING: H. Fukuda (RCA) chair, page 4 
July 07 Newsletter. 

• OPEN SPACE: Nancy Wuerfel (SPEAK) chair. NONE
• WATER TASK FORCE: Joan Girardot (MCIPOA) chair: 
page 3 July 07 Newsletter 

• GOV’T & ELECTIONS: Melinda LaValle (CHNA) chair: 
page 7 July 07 Newsletter. Program. See below.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
• NEWSLETTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE election: 
Nominees are Mary Helen Briscoe, Mary Anne Miller, and 
Judith Berkowitz. Elected by acclamation. 
PROGRAM: 
“Parking for Neighborhoods Initiative” Government & 
Elections Committee Chair Melinda LaValle (CHNA) PRO: 
Jim Ross, campaign chair vs. CON: Tom Radulovich, Exec 

Director Livable City. See pages 1 & 5 of July Newsletter 
for arguments. Moved that the CSFN SUPPORT this 
initiative (Noguera, MPIC), 2nd, FAILED (9-4-10) by “roll 
call vote”. (Requires minimum of 11 votes per Bylaws.)
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
• Special Government & Elections Committee meeting 
re: ballot initiatives. 6:00pm Friday July 27th at Northern 
Police Station. 

• Special General Assembly meeting re: ballot initiatives: 
7:00pm Tuesday July 31st at Northern Police Station

• Hosting correction: October HOSTS are Cole Valley 
Improvement Ass’n (CVIA) and Barbary Coast Neighbors 
Ass’n (BCNA). 

ADJOURNMENT: 9:45pm
…Dick Millet (PBNA) Acting Recording Secretary 

Meeting called to Order By President Judith Berkowitz at 
7pm. Sixteen member organizations in attendance (Quorum 
achieved.) 

Library Funding Measure – Government and 
Elections Committee sent to General Assembly without 
Recommendation. Luis Herrera, City Librarian spoke on 
behalf of supporting measure. Peter Warfield spoke in 
opposition.  
Motion to support Library Charter Amendment Failed 8 
yea, 9 nay, 2 abstain 

MTA Charter Amendment – Government and Elections 
Committee sent to General Assembly with recommendation 
to Oppose. David Noyola, Supervisor Peskin’s office spoke 
on behalf of supporting measure. Jim Ross, Jim Ross 
Consulting spoke in opposition. 
Motion to oppose MTA Charter Amendment Passed 13 yea, 
2 nay, 1 abstain 
Ballot argument in opposition will be submitted.

Hearing and Timing Measure – Government and 
Elections Committee sent to General Assemble with 
recommendation to Support. Egon Terplan SPUR spoke to 
support measure. Supervisors who opposed measure were 
contacted but did not send representation. 
Motion to support Failed 9 yea, 1 nay, 4 abstain

Mayor to Appear before Board of Supervisors 
– Government and Elections Committee sent to General 
Assembly with recommendation to Oppose. Supervisor 
Daly’s office wants CSFN support but did not send 
representative to meeting. Mayor’s office request was 
cancelled when Supervisor Daly office did not send rep. 
Motion to oppose failed 9 yea, 3 nay, 3 abstain

President Berkowitz adjourned meeting at 9:30pm.

…Angelique Mahan (EDIA) Acting Recording Secretary

CSFN Draft Minutes
Special Meeting July 31, 2007



Since 1972 when they were founded, the Pacific Heights 
Residents Association (PHRA) has won many battles 
to preserve their neighborhood. Among other victories, 
they have kept building height to 40 feet thereby limiting 
density; they have preserved Victorian houses as residences, 
and required on-site parking for new units. 

Located atop a ridge, near the Presidio and crowned by 
Lafayette Park, this is a quiet and clean neighborhood of 
many single-family homes and a varied and a interesting 
shopping area on Fillmore Street. Since it is heavily built 
up and full of older homes, demolition and renovation 
that removes large portions of exterior walls are present 
threats. The neighborhood is also heavily impacted by the 
California Pacific Medical Center.

PHRA’s next challenge will be the proposed density 
increase of this institution, which, after years of 
construction, will increase traffic and parking problems.
Along with the 
continuing concerns 
about density, height 
limits and parking, 
PHRI opposes the 
Housing Element  and 
is concerned abou 
the Market/Octavia 
development.

Among the many 
dedicated and active 
PHRA members, 
Charlotte Maeck was 
singled out recently to 
receive PHRA’s first 
“Carrot” award for her 
25 years of dedicated 
and energetic leadership 
(presumably without the 
stick)
PHRA’s web site is http://www.phra-sf.org, and their email 
is info@phra-sf.org.

...Courtesy of Greg Scott (PHRA)
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Special thanks to Office Depot 
for photocopying services!

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
PATRONS

Retired Firemen & Widows Assn of SFFD
San Francisco Fire Fighters Local 798

David Allen Family Trust
San Francisco Police Officers’ Assn

SPONSORS
Buena Vista Neighborhood Assn

Cathedral Hill Neighborhood Assn
Cayuga Improvement Assn

Cow Hollow Assn
Diamond Heights Community Assn

Dolores Heights Improvement Club
East Mission Improvement Assn

Ewing Terrace Neighborhood Assn
Excelsior District Improvement Assn

Fair Oaks Community Coalition
Forest Knolls Neighborhood Org
Friends of the Music Concourse

Golden Gate Heights Neighborhood Assn
Greater Geary Blvd Merchants & Property Owners Assn

Inner Sunset Action Committee
Laurel Heights Improvement Assn
Miraloma Park Improvement Club

Neighborhood Parks Council 
New Mission Terrace Improvement Assn

North Beach Neighbors
OMI Neighbors in Action

Pacific Heights Residents Assn
Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Assn

Panhandle Residents Org Stanyan Fulton (PROSF)
Richmond Community Assn

Russian Hill Community Assn
Russian Hill Improvement Assn

Russian Hill Neighbors
Sunset Parkside Education & Action Cmte (SPEAK)

Twin Peaks Improvement Assn
Hon. Mike Antonini

Barbara Austin
Judith Berkowitz

Sue Cauthen
Sheryl Connell

Karen & David Crommie
Al & Mary Harris

Hon. Ed Jew
Hon. Quentin & Mara Kopp
Henry & Carlene Laughlin

Hon. Bill Lee
Hon. Fiona Ma

Charlotte Maeck
Dick Millet

Maureen & Victor Thomas

The Heights Are High Enough!
Pacific Heights Residents Association

PHRA opposes demolition of  this small 
Victorian house circa 1878.

Hosting Schedule
August • Buena Vista Neighborhood Assn — BVNA
 • Cathedral Hill Neighborhood Assn — CHNA 
Sept • Cathedral Hill Neighborhood Assn — CHNA 
 • Richmond Community Assn — RCA
Oct • Barbary Coast Neighborhood Assn — BCNA
 • Bayview Hunters Pt Coord Council — BHPCC 
Nov • Cayuga Improvement Assn —  CIA 
 • Cow Hollow Assn — CHA 


