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WASTE WATER MASTER PLAN
Draft EIR Alternative

In 2006, the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
(SFPUC) launched the SF Sewer System Master Plan, a
long-term vision and strategy for the City’s wastewater sys-
tem that will improve our aging system for the next 30 — 50
years. Since its launch, the SF Sewer System Master Plan
Team has been collecting and analyzing extensive data,
gathering input from public and technical advisory groups
and identifying programs and alternatives to address the
challenges facing the wastewater system. Earlier this year,
the SFPUC held a second series of public workshops in the
Downtown, North Beach and Bayview areas; which includ-
ed an open house for members of the public, as well as an
in-depth presentation that outlined the background, vision,
basic needs, alternatives and next steps for the Master Plan.

Oceanside Treatment Plant

San Francisco has a combined sewer system that treats both
sewage and street run-off that flows through 1,000 miles of
sewer lines to our treatment plants, where harmful pollut-
ants and toxins are removed before they are discharged

into the bay and ocean. We have two 24-hour wastewater
treatment plants that are operational 365 days of the years
and a wet-weather facility. On a dry weather day we treat
80 million gallons of sewage and 500 million gallons on a
rainy day.

Below is a list of four treatment plant alternatives that the
SFPUC is exploring for the Master Plan:

1. Upgrade existing sewer system to reduce impacts of
the Southeast Plant. Alternative 1 will provide beneficial

visual and system reliability improvements at the Plant.
One of these options includes the replacement of the solids-
handling facility.

2. Decentralize treatment to reduce the load on the South-
east Plant and provide flood control. This will include an
upgrade of the North Point Facility from a wet weather
facility to an all-weather plant. Flood control will consist
of a diversion of flow from the Cayuga area to the Ocean-
side Plant.

3. Relocate solids handling and treat all dry weather flow
at the Oceanside and convert the Southeast Plant to a wet
weather facility to significantly reduce its size. Alternative
3 also includes an installation of the Southeast force main
to the Cayuga area for flood control; this will then divert the
flow to the Oceanside Plant.

4. Relocate the Southeast Plant to a new site on the Bay-
side and convert the Southeast Plant to a pumping facility.

All alternatives will include plans to:

* Replace aging infrastructure with improvements at all
three treatment plants.

* Implement Low Impact Design (LID), to allow storm wa-
ter runoff to filter into the ground instead of going into our
sewer system. We are currently demonstrating two pilot
LID projects at Lake Merced’s Sunset Circle Parking Lot
and 25th Avenue North.

* Increase the amount of energy produced during waste-
water treatment to help make treatment plants completely
self-powered. Upcoming renewable energy projects such as
solar panels installation at the North Point Facility and the
Fats, Oil and Grease Biofuel Program a citywide collection
and reuse of “brown grease” project which will be used as
fuel for our fleet cars and electricity producer at our treat-
ment plants.

* Increase the reuse of treated wastewater at our Bayside
Facilities.

* Create more options for solid waste reuse (Biosolids).
Currently looking into site locations for our Biosolids treat-
ment.

As progress is made with the Master Plan, the SFPUC will
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