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RED ALERT!
Beware of “Stealth” Amendments to Planning & General Plan!!

The Planning Commission has been holding hearings for 
several months on the proposed Market & Octavia Area 
Plan. There are about 150 blocks in the Market & Octavia 
Plan area.

The Planning Department staff submitted to the Planning 
Commission a 650-page document, “Materials for Market 
& Octavia Initiation Hearing.” This 650-page document 
includes one proposed ordinance which is 263 pages long 
detailing the proposed amendments to the City Planning 
Code. There are 129 pages dealing with an amendment 
to the Zoning Code. The document also has proposed 
amendments to the General Plan.

The members of the CSFN Land Use & Housing 
Committee normally would not give much attention to a 
grassroots-initiated neighborhood improvement program. 
But some members were perplexed that the implementation 
of the proposed plan for a 150-block area of San 
Francisco would require Planning staff to recommend 
that the Planning Commission propose an ordinance to 
the Supervisors for Amendments to the General Plan and 
the Planning Code. This is a monumental and massive 
document which will affect the whole City of San 
Francisco.
Members reported to the CSFN Land Use & Housing 
Committee that the proposed ordinances contained 
amendments which were not specific just to the 
implementation of the proposed Market & Octavia 
Neighborhood Plan. They alerted the committee that the 
392 pages of the proposed ordinances had buried proposed 
amendments to the Planning and Zoning Codes which 
could be applied to neighborhoods far beyond the proposed 
Market & Octavia planning area; in other words, to 
neighborhoods throughout San Francisco.

So, the published notices of the hearings before the 
Planning Commission misled the public by describing 
the public hearings as pertaining specifically to the 
Market & Octavia neighborhood. These flawed hearing 
notices misrepresented the much broader ramifications 
of the proposed amendments to the General Plan and 

to the Planning & Zoning Code to all San Francisco 
neighborhoods outside the boundaries of the Market & 
Octavia plan area.

The CSFN Land Use & Housing Committee took action to 
recommend to the General Assembly the resolution below.

…CSFN Land Use & Housing Committee

Resolution:
Market/Octavia Plan

Whereas, there are serious issues concerning process 
and procedure in regard to Notification in the Market-
Octavia Area Plan regarding the following Draft 
Motions: 
    • Draft Resolution to Amend the General Plan 
      (2003.0347M) 
    • Draft Resolution to Amend the Planning Code 
      (2003.0347T, and
Whereas, these Draft Resolutions are not limited to 
the Market-Octavia Plan, but will affect the City of 
San Francisco as a whole, therefore be it 
Resolved, that the text and language of the Draft 
Resolutions to amend the General Plan and to amend 
the Planning Code be rewritten to specifically state 
that these be re-titled as applying only to a “Special 
Use District” of the Market-Octavia Area plan, be it 
further 
Resolved, that the re-titled proposal be properly 
Noticed.

…CSFN Land Use & Housing Committee
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