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How is Muni Doing?
The Transit Effectiveness Project [TEP] 

and the Citizens’ Advisory Committe

The Transit Effectiveness Project (TEP) is an 18-month 
effort expected to end in December of 2007. The basic 
goals of the project include studying how to improve 
overall performance of MUNI, to make it more attractive 
to users and potential users, and to map out a blueprint for 
future service.

 Underlying this effort is an important task: What is the 
vision for public transit in San Francisco? The project will 
explore best planning practices and examine the design of 
MUNI service (current routes and schedules) as it affects 
cost.

This is quite a complex project. Not only are outside 
professional consultants involved, but also MTA staff 
and three advisory teams. Some of the other members are 
Rescue MUNI, SPUR, San Francisco Tomorrow, and the 

Sierra Club.

The second committee 
is called the Technical/
Regional Committee which 
has representatives from 
BART, AC Transit, Golden 
Gate Transit, Cal Train 
etc.  The third committee 
is called the Policy 
Advisory Group and it is 
made up of various union 
representatives, the Board 
of Supervisors’ rep, the 
Mayor’s chief of staff, etc.

There are many strategies 
and tactics being studied 

in the TEP. These include adapting land use and travel 
needs that will affect us all during the next 30 years. 
The project also is looking at safety, community vitality, 

San Francisco Transit EffectivenessProject 

The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
(MTA), in partnership with the Controller’s Office, is 
pleased to announce that the Transit Effectiveness Project 
(TEP) is underway. The TEP is a comprehensive effort to 
review and evaluate San Francisco’s Municipal Railway 
system (Muni).  It offers a unique opportunity to step back 
and examine Muni’s transit system to determine how to 
improve service, attract more riders, and increase efficiency.  
The Controller’s Office is partnering with the MTA on this 
project in its capacity as City Services Auditor.

It has been over 25 years since the last extensive 
examination of San Francisco’s transit system, and travel 
patterns have changed considerably. The TEP is needed to 
strengthen Muni’s ability to respond to current mobility 
needs, provide a blueprint for future service, incorporate 
industry best practices into service delivery, and promote 
the MTA’s long-term 
financial stability.  
Following a rigorous 
selection process, 
one of the nation’s 
top transit consulting 
firms, Transportation 
Management Design, Inc. 
(TMD) was hired to lead 
the project.

Since May 2006, 
the project team has 
embarked on a number 
of key tasks. One of 
the first deliverables 
was a briefing book 
(available at www.sftep.
com) outlining the history and challenges of the existing 
system, and summarizing early input from community 
stakeholders. This book helped to inform the collaborative 
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As you may recall, at our August General Assembly 
meeting  we passed a resolution regarding changes being 
proposed by the Planning staff to the City’s Discretionary 
Review Policy, specifically in eliminating the building 
permit Pre-Application process. At the last Land Use & 
Housing Committee meeting Donna Salazar and Bob 
Klausner from Community Boards made us realize that 
we  needed to also request that the Planning Department 
provide the Planning Commission with data before any 
action is taken. 

In looking at the last couple of years that the Pre-App 
process has been in place, we see that because there were 
no “teeth” built in to the process, the Pre-App process was 
bound to fail. Together with the amendments CSFN passed 
last month and the need for hard data, we think we can save 
Pre-App. Many of you will recall how hard we fought to get 
the Pre-App included in DR Policy a few years ago when it 
was being changed. If we could have foreseen then that it 
was being set up for failure!

An item which may have slipped by, but which we 
caught, is the September 14 informational presentation 
on the Planning Department’s draft policy for review of 
new garages in existing structures. I spoke to someone in 
Director Badiner’s office to inquire what this may be, but 
she professed to have no knowledge of it(!) By the time the 
newsletter goes to press, we will know what is going on in 
regard to this draft policy.

Since the August CSFN meeting, I’ve had the opportunity 
to meet with both Mike Farrah, Senior Aide to Mayor 
Newsom and Daniel Homsey, Director of the Mayor’s 
Office of Neighborhood Services. In both meetings I 
advised them of the current and possible future concerns 

that we have. We will have the opportunity to meet with 
Mayor Newsom in the near future, however I do not yet 

have a date set.

The Annual CSFN Dinner is coming up soon… we are 
preparing for it already. Again, we are going to hold it in 
December on the regular General Assembly meeting date of 
December 19th. Delegates, please ask your organization to 
be a sponsor again! We are looking forward to a successful 
and fun time.

…Judith Berkowitz (EMIA)

CSFN Members Divided on 
Ballot Measures

Pressed by the unreasonably close proximity of the last 
minute ballot measures and the deadline for submitting 
ballot arguments for the voter pamphlet (three days), the 
Government and Elections Committee (G&E) chose three 
measures that were most likely to effect neighborhoods and 
property owners, inviting both pro and con speakers to the 
August meeting.

The most compelling measure affecting neighborhoods 
was the requirement that chain stores (“formula retail 
businesses”), wanting to establish in areas of the city 
designated as Neighborhood Commercial Districts 
would have to apply for conditional use authorization. 
This measure (Prop G), proffered by Supervisor Gerardo 
Sandoval, was presented at the CSFN meeting by his 
legislative aide Nicholas Kinsey, while Supervisor Sean 
Elsbernd gave the opposing point of view. Elsbernd did 
not discuss the overarching issue of planning decisions 
made at the ballot box, a point well made by Eileen 
Boken (SPEAK), nor did he address the unintended 
consequences of blanket limitations to doing business in 
San Francisco, rather he kept to one point: his district has 
lost supermarkets and he does not want to put hurdles in 
the path of any grocery chains willing to take their place. 
In spite of a recommendation from the G&E committee, 
members expressed concern for small, neighborhood-
serving businesses that might be put in jeopardy by the 
arrival of a chain store and voted to support the measure 8 
to 4, with 2 abstaining. However, this was not the 2/3rds of 
those members present, required by the bylaws for a CSFN 
endorsement.

The School Bond (Prop A) was chosen for review by 
the G&E committee because of its tax impact and our 
shared concern for the health of neighborhood schools. 
Nevertheless, the committee did not recommend it because 
of lack of time to study the lengthy (107 pp.) measure. 
Respected School Board member Jill Wynns, drawing 
on her wide knowledge of current needs, past allocations 
and current building upgrades, made the case for the $450 
million bond as well as it could be made, while Wade 
Randlett, Director of San Francisco SOS, voiced the 
opposition, saying that it was “way too much, way too 
soon” after the last bond measure. We need, he said, “...to 
finish the work in progress and evaluate the results before 
we give more money to the School District.” Members 
apparently agreed, with only 4 delegates voting yes, to 6 
nos and 6 abstentions.

The establishment of a new salary formula for certain 
elected officials (Prop C) was considered by the 

Hosting Schedule
October:      • Cow Hollow Assn. 
          •Excelsior District 
            Improvement Assn.  

(Contʼd on p.9)
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development of a vision and guiding principles for the TEP, 
which took place over the summer with input from the 
project’s three stakeholder advisory groups – the Citizen 
Advisory Committee (CAC), Technical/Regional Advisory 
Committee, and Policy Advisory Group.

The project team has also nearly completed a 600-person 
telephone survey of San Francisco residents to assess 
the current market for Muni service and identify factors 
affecting people’s public transit choices.  Additional 
data collection and analysis is also underway, including 
performance data for each line and route and a review of 
Muni’s internal operations and cost management.  The 
information gathered through each of these project tasks 
will inform the team’s recommendations, expected in mid-
2007.

Regular public meetings of the CAC will be held 
throughout the project to involve community stakeholders 
at key milestones in the process.  The committee is 
composed of 22 members representing transit riders 
and advocacy groups, small business, youth and other 
community stakeholders.  The CAC is also fortunate to 
have a representative of CSFN: Gary Noguera.  Meeting 
and summaries are regularly posted on the TEP website. 

Additional opportunities to learn more or provide comment 
include: 

§ Citywide public meetings. MTA will be holding 
public meetings at various points in the process to 
present information and solicit public comment.  
Notice of these meetings will be posted online and 
sent to the TEP mailing list.

§ Community group presentations.  Interested 
neighborhood or community groups may request 
that a TEP team representative speak at one of your 
meetings.  

§ Mail and/or email updates.  Individuals may join 
the TEP mailing list to receive future notices by 
mail, email or both.  

§ Ongoing feedback via e-mail, phone or fax.  
Anyone can send questions or comments about the 
TEP any time to info@sftep.com or by regular mail 
to: 

Ross Maxwell 
Manager, Transit Effectiveness Project
Municipal Transportation Agency 
One South Van Ness, 7th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94103

  
Multilingual Hotlines: (415) 226-1313, Spanish and 
Chinese

      (415) 701-4599, English

We encourage you to visit the project website at www.sftep.
com for regular updates, and welcome your support of this 
important endeavor!

environmental quality, and making wise investments.

As this project moves forward, CSFN will have a voice. I 
will be attending the monthly meetings and welcome input 
from other CSFN members.

…Gary Noguera  (MPIC)

TEP (Contʼd from p. 1 col. 1) TEPCAC (Contʼd from p. 1 col. 2)

Present at the August 11 meeting held at Taraval Station were 
committee members Karen Crommie, chair (CVIA), Sharon 
Eberhardt (CIA), Mary Harris (OMI-NIA), Charles Marsteller 
(CHNA), Tony Sacco (NMTIA), Evelyn Wilson (SPEAK), 
Corrine Woods (MCHA), Mary-Margaret Ward (PHRA). Also 
present were CSFN president Judy Berkowitz (EMIA), Gary 
Noguera (MPIC) and Nicholas Kinsey (aide to Supervisor 
Sandoval).

The committee reviewed all new ballot measures and voted to 
include the Small Business Protection Act (Prop G) to the two 
measures previously selected for the delegates  ̓consideration—
the school bond (Prop A) and the charter amendment to change 
the way the salaries of certain elected officials are determined 
(Prop C). After long discussion, it was decided to recommend 
both the Small Business Protection Act and the Salary Averaging 
Charter Amendment to the general assembly.

Although strongly in favor of supporting the cityʼsbeleaguered 
schools, the committee felt that the 107-page, $450 million school 
bond measure was too complicated to recommend with any 
degree of surety in the short time they had had to review it and 
the motion to support it lost in a tie. It will go to the delegates 
without recommendation.

To improve the voting process during the upcoming meeting of 
the general assembly, a motion was passed to separate future 
motions to support or oppose any given ballot measure from 
the decision to submit an argument (pro or con) to the voter 
pamphlet. Background: In the recent past, the two were combined 
into one vote: in other words, if a measure won or lost, the CSFN 
was obligated to submit an argument expressing that view. It was 
felt that this practice should cease and that each decision be voted 
on separately.

A second measure was passed to further simplify the voting 
procedure on ballot measures. The Committee agreed to 
recommend to the general assembly that hereafter each 
ballot measure be presented for a yes or no vote, responding 
appropriately to the way the measure is framed on the ballot, 
not on whether to support or oppose the recommendation of the 
G&E Committee, which frequently results in the only too familiar 
“vote-no-to-vote-yes” admonition, and is needlessly confusing.

Contemplating the need for writing ballot arguments for the voter 
pamphlet, the next meeting was set for Wednesday, August 16th, 
6:00 p.m. at Taraval Station. As it was not necessary, the meeting 
was later canceled.

…Karen Crommie (CVIA)

Government and Elections 
Committee Report
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Public Toilets in Front of 
Your Home? No Way!

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Land Use & Housing • Monday 5:30PM Sept. 
25 • Northern Station • Chair Hiroshi Fukuda • 
ninersam@aol.com • 386-2632
Govʼt & Elections • Karen Crommie • 
kcrommie@aol.com
Bylaws • Chair Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregparl
@earthlink.net • 566-7826
Open Space • Thursday 1:00PM Nov. 9 • Chair 
Nancy Wuerfel • nancenumber1@aol.com • 731-
6432
Water Task Force • Chair Joan Girardot • 346-
5525

Executive Committee
Report

The CSFN ExCom meeting of August 23 was  called to 
order at 6:30 p.m. at Northern Station by Chair Mary Helen 
Briscoe. Present were Judy Berkowitz, Dick Millet, John 
Barry, Joan Girardot, Babette Drefke, and Evelyn Wilson.  
Guests were Eileen Bokin  and Emeric Kalman. Hiroshi 
Fukuda, Jim Lew and Tony Sacco were excused.

Reports: President Berkowitz has a meeting with Daniel 
Homsey of the Mayor’s Office  to discuss the next meeting 
with CSFN. There were no reports from other officers.

Program: Fred Abadi of the DPW was proposed as speaker 
for September. Questions to be sent to Dr Abadi are: DPW 
commitment to the Greening Program, the code for urban 
trees, the interface between DPW and SFCTA,DPT and 
PUC, administrative responsibility  of DPW in construction 
management oversight and the location of public toilets.  
Future program topics proposed at the August meeting were 
Bayview Redevelopment, SF Universal Health Care, Land 
Trust in Chinatown and affordable housing development. 

Unfinished business: Robert Smith of Miraloma Park 
posted August newsletter on the website and might do that 
in September.  The board voted on a stationery design let-
terhead which will be in PDF form for those who need it.

New Business: The CSFN dinner will be on the 3rd Tues-
day of December.  Locations suggested were the Patio 
Espanol and the Culinary Academy. Andy Segal, president 
of Fairoaks Community Coalition presented his member 
application along with Fred Allardyce of Barbary Coast 
Neighborhood Association. ExCom recommended to for-
ward consideration for acceptance by GA. John Barry will 
contact Ramona about host notificatiSeptember, October 
and November. Suggestions for newsletter articles were: 
water task force information, Bayview redevelopment, 
transportation plans and SF universal health care.   
Next ExCom meeting will be September 27 at 6:30 at 
Northern Station.   Adjournment at 8:30.

...Mary Helen Briscoe, 1st VP and ExCom Chair (PROSF)

A secret plan to install permanent sidewalk toilets in front 
of peoples’ homes and businesses came to light when a 
neighbor was forwarded a note from another neighbor who 
lives outside the area which had originated from the Dept of 
Public Health. 

This was indeed fortuitous: the City was on the verge 
of planning for the installation of toilets, and was going 
forward on locating them without any of the neighbors’ 
input. 

On August 22, over 70 neighbors came together for a South 
Mission Neighborhood Neighborhood Coalition (SMNC) 
meeting at Bay Realty to voice their opinion about the toilet 
installations at unspecified locations in front of our homes 
and businesses. The overwhelming opinion was that these 
toilets do not belong here!

Dr Rajiv Bhatia from the DPH was there to answer 
questions and to clarify any misunderstandings. He stated 
that the toilets were one of many ideas that are being batted 
around under ways to improve the health and safety of 
the day laborers. DPH can do little but throw the idea out 
there, it would then be up to other city departments to move 
forward. In this, all necessary community involvement 
would take place.

Robert Ortega, liaison from the Mayor’s Office of 
Neighborhood Services, said that the Mayor “hears what 
you are saying.” Zach Taylor, Supervisor Ammiano’s aide 
said he would report back to the Supervisor.The August 22 
meeting brought these findings to light:
~ No data has been collected concerning complaints about 

urination/defecation in the area.
~ No data has been collected about location and use of 

existing toilets in the area.
~ Existing toilets are not being used; the DLP has not told 

the workers where they are.
~ The toilets at Rolph Park are being closed for 

reconstruction for six months.
~ The DLP / DPH proposal that the day laborers take care 

of the toilets probably can not happen, since the existing 
Rec & Parks Department crew are unionized workers.

~ Day laborers who wait on the streets for work do not want 
to leave their street corners even to use the bathroom for 
fear that they may lose their chance at work.

~ Public toilets such as the ones being considered attract 
drug sellers, buyers, users and prostitutes; they have 
been termed “crime magnets.”

Residents and businesses in the area involved are very 
angry with the DLP and the DPH for their disrespect of the 

(Cont’d p 7)
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Resolution Promoting 
Greening of SF

An ordinance passed by the Board of Supervisors on 
January 2, 2001 lists a range of benefits from urban 
trees along with the challenges of tree management.  
Challenges include limited public input into decisions on 
the care of trees, funding shortfalls, and lack of adequate, 
uniform care of trees.

One of the purposes of the Urban Forest Advisory 
Council formed by this ordinance was to educate the 
public, adopt standards, report on the state of SF trees 
and identify and commit funds for tree programs which 
include public education of tree programs and laws. 

Despite this ordinance and a City Administration 
dedicated to “greening” San Francisco, the permitting 
process for landscaping and planting and cutting down 
trees is not widely known and is arbitrarily enforced.  
The cost of permits and fines are prohibitive enough to 
discourage planting trees and the distinction between 
City-managed trees and private trees is muddy and 
confused.  How many trees are the responsibility 
of the City and what is the City’s obligation toward 
maintenance and care of those sidewalk trees?  In its 
permitting, the City “holds itself harmless” from any 
damage and injury from trees but has no emergency 
measures for damaged, dangerous trees which would 
constitute a serious liability for owners. 

For these reasons PROSF is bringing the following 
resolution to the CSFN:

Whereas,   The planting and maintenance of street trees 
require time, expense and effort on the part of the tree owner 
for which the City gives no recognition, but through their 
codes adds expense, paper work, time and fines thereby 
discouraging tree planting. and sidewalk landscaping; and
Whereas,   The enforcement of the code is arbitrary and 
unequal; and
Whereas,   The pertinent rules and regulations are not widely 
publicized nor are they clear regarding the City’s vs the 
property owners’ responsibility, nor do they take into account 
emergencies from diseased or aged trees; therefore be it

RESOLVED,    That the CSFN urge the Department of Public 
Works (DPW) to
 1.  Review its own code to determine compatibility 
with goals of greening the City and encouraging sidewalk 
planting; and
 2.  Specify the rights and obligations of  property 
owners and the City regarding sidewalk trees and plantings; 
and
 3.  Use the funds voted on by taxpayers to 
communicate with citizens and encourage them to landscape 
sidewalks and plant trees.

...Mary Helen Briscoe, PROSF

There is a solution to excess parking permits being given 
out in some neighborhoods. Street parking capacity in every 
neighborhood is limited, but in areas such as Russian Hill, 
Chinatown, Nob Hill, Telegraph Hill the number of permits 
exceeds the capacity.

My solution would require the impacted district to request 
their District Supervisor to pass an ordinance setting the 
number of permits allowed in that district so that new 
permits would be issued only when old ones are not 
renewed.

Available permits could be auctioned off, half of the 
proceeds over the basic fee to go to Muni and half to the 
General Fund. Another option is a waiting list.

Benefits to limiting permits are: Parking is easier to find 
for residents who already have permits, visitors, service 
providers and shoppers; With fewer permitted parkers there 
would be fewer parked cars and less traffic, resulting in 
cleaner air and safer walking; zoning requirements for off 
street parking for new construction can be reduced thereby 
lowering housing costs; The need for new garages would be 
less, resulting in fewer trees being cut down.

The parking problem is only going to get worse especially 
if the plan to reduce the “one unit one parking space” goes 
through. This is a problem that can be solved!  

.....Howard Strassner with John Barry (SHARP)

Parking Congestion Begs for a 
Solution

residents’ needs and opinions. Residents, overwhelmingly 
against the toilet installation, want to see existing toilets  
working, open and safe and the day laborers informed about 
them and encouraged to use them.

We are now circulating a petition in the targeted 
area against the toilet installation for everyone to sign. We 
are determined to be open and above-board in our efforts, 
even if the DLP and DPH are not.

Email 

StopTheToilets@yahoo.com 

if you would like more information or to become more 
involved.

After years of trying to come up with a solution to the day 
laborer issue, and the continued exclusion of neighbors 
in the SFGH helipad issue, to have a city official have the 
audacity to say “trust me” shows only how much we can’t.

…Sheryl Connell (EMIA), submitted by Judith Berkowitz

No Toilets (contʼd from p 4 col 2)
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The Regular Meeting of the CSFN Land Use & Housing 
Committee was convened on Monday, August 28, 2006 at 
5:40 p.m. in the Community Room of the Northern Police 
Station.

Committee members present were: Marilyn Amini John 
Bardis, Judy Berkowitz, Bernie Choden, Penelope Clark, 
Hiroshi Fukuda, Ellen Kernaghane, Jim Lew, Charlie 
Marsteller Mary Ann Miller, and Richard Millet. Guests: 
Bob Klausner, Donna Salazar. Committee members absent 
were: Emeric Kalman , Joan Girardot, Jim Lew, Charlotte 
Maeck.

The Committee considered the following matters: proposed 
revision of the pre-Building Permit Application process, 
meeting of Neighborhood Network group, proposed 
preparation of institutional master plan by California Pacific 
Medical Center, request to Public Utilities Commission 
for report on future sewer service charges, updating the 
Residential Design Guidelines for neighborhoods, and 
meeting regarding the Transit Effectiveness Project. 

The Committee voted to recommend to the CSFN General 
Assembly the following resolution:

Resolved, that Planning Department staff provides the 
Planning Commission data regarding the building permit 
Pre-Application process that includes, but is not limited to: 

 the total number of cases that were referred to Planning; 

 the total number of Pre-Application meetings that were 
held; 

 he total number of non-mandatory Discretionary 
Reviews that were filed; and 

 an assessment of the adequacy of the Pre-Application 
process for those cases that did result in Discretionary 
Review

in order that the Planning Commission may make an 
informed decision regarding the adequacy of the current 
Pre-pplication process and any changes that may be 
suggested to the Pre-Application process. 

The September Regular Meeting of the CSFN Land Use & 
Housing Committee is scheduled to take place on Monday, 
September 25, 2006 at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room 
of the Northern Police Station located at Turk and Fillmore 
Streets.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 p.m.

Hiroshi Fukuda, (RCA) Chairman

Land Use and Housing Report

As Director of Public Works, Dr. Fred Abadi sees it as his 
role to ensure that the public receives seamless and quality 
customer service. He works to keep the neighborhoods 
clean and green, and is looking to partner with us and our 
neighbors.

Under Dr. Abadi, DPW will continue to work with and 
serve the residents of San Francisco to improve the quality 
of life in our City through superior customer service and 
continuous improvement. If you have service requests, 
please email 28clean@sfdpw.org or call 28-CLEAN. If 
you have questions or comments for the Director’s Office, 
please email DPW’s Office of Communications and Public 
Affairs at dpw@sfdpw.org. They will respond right away.

...Reprint from May 2006 Neighborhood Views

Speaker Dr. Fred Abadi

Personal Opinion
Toilet issue

I attended the meeting August 22 at Bay Realty and saw 
the familiar pattern of behavior from the city on another 
guaranteed controversial plan. As with the SFGH helipad 
issue it went like this; try to  slip it through without public 
notification, then if confronted, deny responsibility, and 
when all else fails throw the citizens empty promises of 
inclusion in “all” future plans…then go underground. Is 
it any wonder loss of confidence in city government runs 
rampant in the Mission?

A strong point was made by one attendee that to place 
toilets along Cesar Chavez Avenue would “institutionalize” 
the area as a day labor location and free the city from 
providing a site with proper shelter and safe, clean facilities 
for the men in a non-residential area such as Bayshore 
Blvd. near the proposed new Home Depot. Other cities 
have found special day labor facilities successful ONLY 
when NOT located in residential neighborhoods.

…Sue Albert (EMIA), Submitted by Editor

How to Reach Us
President: Judith Berkowitz • sfjberk@mac.com • 824-0617
1st VP: Mary Helen Briscoe • mhbriscoe@pacbell.net
2nd VP: Hiroshi Fukuda • ninersam@aol.com
Recording Secy: Dick Millet • milletdick@yahoo.com
Corresp Secy: Corinne Woods • corinnewoods@cs.com
Treasurer: Jim Lew • emtjal@sbcglobal.net
Member-at-Large: Tony Sacco • old4@aol.com
Member-at-Large: Babette Drefke
Member-at-Large: Joan Girardot



SPEAK About 
Sunset-Parkside Education and 

Action Committee
Established in 1969 SPEAK is one of the oldest and largest 
neighborhood organizations in the Sunset_Parkside District.  
It has the good fortune to be near Golden Gate Park and is 
bounded by Twin Peaks and Mt. Sutro.

It is one of the City’s most active and effective organiza-
tions as well. Without mentioning their past accomplish-
ments,  recent actions and involvements alone “speak” 
volumes.

SPEAK supported rebuilding the Parkside School, initi-
ated the planning for the revitalization of 19th Avenue, was 
involved in defeating Prop D and two proposed cell antenna 
projects.

SPEAK is especially committed to preservation of historic 
buildings. With a grant from the Gerbode Foundation they 
are documenting buildings for adoption by the City as 
landmarks. Two buildings at the San Francisco Zoo have 
already been selected as well as the Shriner’s Hospital 
and the Conservatory of Music. They also focus on small 
houses and cottages.

They are dedicated to improving the quality of life in their 
area by informing residents and taking concerns to City 
officials. 

...Marc Duffet, President 
Gladys Chaw, Vice President 

Mary Ann Miller, Secretary 
Evelyn Wilson, Treasurer

Thanks to Our Sponsors 2006!
BENEFACTORS

San Francisco Apartment Association
San Francisco Fire Fighters Local 798

Residential Builders Assn
PATRONS 

Retired Firemen & Widows Assn of SF 
Law Offices of Steven F. Gruel

SPONSORS 
Hon. Quentin & Mara Kopp

Buena Vista Neighborhood Assn
Dolores Heights Improvement Club

East Mission Improvement Assn
Excelsior District Improvement Assn

Forest Knolls Neighborhood Org
Laurel Heights Imrpovement Assn
Miraloma Park Improvement Club

Mission Creek Harbor Assn
New Mission Terrace Improvement Assn

North Beach Neighbors
OMI Neighbors in Action

PRO-SF
Richmond Community Assn

Russian Hill Improvement Assn
Russian Hill Neighbors

SPEAK
Twin Peaks Improvement Assn

Van Ness Neighbors
Friends of the Music Concourse

SF Taxpayers Union
John Bardis

Judith Berkowitz
Sue Cauthen

Karen & David Crommie
Joan Girardot

Al & Mary Harris
Ed Jew

Fiona Ma for Assembly
Dick Millet
Frank Noto

Janet Reilly for Assembly
Richard Shadioan

membership because it, too, had tax consequences. David 
Noyola, aide to Supervisor Peskin, presented the case for 
this charter amendment that would allow the Civil Service 
Commission to set the salary of the Mayor, City Attorney, 
District Attorney, Public Defender, Assessor-Recorder, 
Treasurer and Sheriff every five years based on an average 
of the salaries for those positions in five other Bay Area 
Counties. During the presentation we learned that, if the 
measure passed, the cityʼs popular Sheriff would get a pay 
hike of $55,000 per year, whereas the treasurer would get 
nothing. The G&E committee had recommended it, but, 
after a spirited rebuttal, from Wade Randlett, who doubted 
that higher pay would bring us better government and 
believed it could chain us to an endless escalation rivalry 
between Bay Area bureaucrats, the membership voted 9 to 
5 against the measure, with 2 abstaining.

…Karen Crommie (CVIA)

Ballots (Contʼd from p.2 col. 2)

Special thanks to Home Depot 
for photocopying services!
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     MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  by Pres. 
Judy Berkowitz at 7:08 pm at Northern Police Station, 
Tuesday, 15 August 2006 

     QUORUM ascertained: 19 organizations and 4+ 
guests attending.
 
     INTRODUCTION of Delegates and Guests with 
short announcements.

     PRESENTATION by HOST 
ORGANIZATIONS: Twin Peaks Improvements 
Ass’n (TPIA) and Diamond Heights Community Ass’n 
(DHCA).

     ADDITIONS and CORRECTIONS to 
MINUTES of 18 July ‘06: 
Add: to President’s Message: Pres Berkowitz 
announced the “CSFN  RETREAT for 1:00-4:00pm 
at the Mission Bay Pavilion on Channel &4th Sts 
on Sunday, 30 July ‘06.”
Correct: amendment of 29 June Minutes as follows: 
“3c. Urge the Board of Supervisors (1) uphold the 
existing notification requirements by Medical 
Cannabis Dispensaries to neighboring property 
owners and not adopt the proposed reduction of 
the notification requirements, and (2) not redefine 
recreational facilities.”
Add: 
     “*EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, Hiroshi 
Fukuda (RCA) 2nd VP, page 7 of July Newsletter: 
Recommended “approval” of membership application 
for Cathedral Hill Neighborhood Ass’n. (CHNA). 
Moved by Gerry Crowley (THD), 2nd, PASSED 
(verbal vote). 
     *BYLAWS COMMITTEE, Evelyn Wilson 
(SPEAK) chair, page 4 of July Newsletter:
Bylaw amendments/changes to come before the 
membership at September meeting for “approval”;
1)  Art III, Sec B.5 sets member organization voting 
rights at 60 days.  
2) Art IV, Sec B.5  redefines duties of Corresponding 
Secretary. 
3) Art IV, Sec B.6 changes CSFN Fiscal Year to 1 
June-31 May, was November.  To be voted on at the 
September meeting.
 
     OFFICERS’ REPORTS:
            * President’s MESSAGE:  Judy Berkowitz, 
page 2, August Newsletter.  Gary Noguera (MPIC) 
has been appointed as the CSFN’s rep. to the 
TRANSPORTATION EVALUATION PROJECT.    
            * 1st VICE PREZ, Mary Helen Briscoe,  
NONE 
            * 2nd VICE PREZ, Hiroshi Fukuda:  NONE   
            * RECORDING SEC’Y, Dick Millet: 18 
July ‘06 Minutes, page 6 of August Newsletter,   
amendments of l8 July meeting: 
            *TREASURER, Jim Lew:  Report of  15 

August ‘06 submitted (attached). 
            *CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, Corinne 
Woods (interim):  NONE 

     COMMITTEE  REPORTS: 
             *EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE, Mary 
Helen Briscoe (PROSF) 1st VP,  page 3 of August 
Newsletter.
             *BYLAWS COMMITTEE, Evelyn Wilson 
(SPEAK) chair, page 4 of  July Newsletter:
Bylaw amendments/changes to come before the 
membership at August meeting for “approval”;
1)  Art III, Sec B.5  sets member organization voting 
rights at 60 days.  2) Art IV, Sec B.5  redefines 
duties of Corresponding Secretary.  3) Art IV, Sec 
B.6 changes CSFN Fiscal Year to      1 June-31 May 
was November.  To be voted at the August meeting. 
CONTINUED to Sept. Also see page 2 of August 
Newsletter. 
             *LAND USE & HOUSING COMMITTEE, 
Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA) chair, page 4 of Aug 
Newsletter: Next Land Use meeting is 5:30pm 
Monday 28 August, here.  
             *OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE,  Nancy 
Wuerfel (SPEAK) chair. Judy reported that the 
Committee will meet at 1:00pm on the 2nd Thurs of 
every other month at Frank Noto’s office, beginning 
September 14th.      
              *WATER TASK FORCE, Joan Girardot 
(MCIPOA) chair. There is an important meeting of 
the Waste Water Subcommittee 5:30pm this Thurs 
8/17 at 1155 Market St, 4th flr: presentation of criteria 
for Waste Water Treatment Sites;  one Master Plan 
alternative is for 18 treatment plant sites with costs of 
Master Plans of up to $3 billion.
    
     PROGRAM:
SF BALLOT  MEASURES  from Government & 
Elections Committee  (See article p. 2): 
 
      * DECLARATION of POLICY;  FORMULA 
(Chain) RETAIL STORES:  Amends the Planning 
Code to require a Conditional Use Authorization 
for the establishment of a Formula Retail use in 
Neighborhood Commercial Districts (NC Districts). 
Gov’t & Elections recommends “support”. 
Though most neighborhoods support and many have 
restrictions for chain stores, many are desperate for 
grocery stores.  Nicholas Kinsey of Supe. Gerardo 
Sandoval’s office spoke in support. Sup. Sean Elsbernd 
spoke against. Measure would require the CU process 
for supermarket replacements, (I.e. Albertson’s on 
Alemany), therefore, a delay. Csfn Normally opposes 
planning ordinances by ballot. Yes, means support of 
ballot measure. Moved, 2nd, FAILED (Role Call Vote: 
8 yes, 5 no, 2 abs). 
  
      *  $450 MILLION “SCHOOL BOND” capital 
improvements & accessibility compliance: Gov’t & 
Elections recommends “no recommendation”.  Jill 
Wynns of  SF School Board spoke in support.  Wade 
Randlett of SFSOS spoke against. YES, means support 
Bond measure. Moved (Sacco), 2nd, FAILED (Role 
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General Meeting August 15, 2006
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Call Vote: 4 yes, 6 no, 6 abs)

      *  CHARTER AMENDMENT changes the 
method for setting SALARIES of Mayor, City 
Attorney, District Attorney, Public Defender, 
Assessor-Recorder, Treasurer and Sheriff ; by 
conducting a survey every 5 years of adjacent counties, 
Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Mateo and Santa 
Clara, to establish the average for setting that for San 
Francisco.  Gov’t & Elections recommends “no 
recommendation”. David Noyola of Supe Peskin’s 
office spoke in support.  Wade Randlett of SFSOS 
spoke against. YES, means support of ballot measure. 
Moved, 2nd, FAILED  (Role Call Vote: 5 yes, 9 no, 2 
abs). 

       UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
       * Candidates for CORRESPONDING 
SECRETARY: John Barry (SHARP) Elected. 
Moved (Bardis), 2nd, PASSED. Unanimously elected 
by acclamation. 
  
       NEW  BUSINESS: 
       *  CSFN (John Wilson EMIA) RESOLUTION 
opposing of additional Public Toilets in Residential 
areas (for “day laborers” along Cesar Chavez and 26th 
Streets) without a study or neighborhood input, from 
page 5, August Newsletter.  Moved (Sacco, NMIA), 
2nd, PASSED  (Role Call Vote: 15 yes, 0 no, 1 abs).

       *  CSFN RESOLUTION (LU&H Cmte),  
Requires Pre-Application Meeting by Project 
Sponsors, page 4, August Newsletter. Amended 
“notice and site plans delivered to the Planning 
Department by noon 20 days (was 10) prior to 
meeting.” Moved “as amended, 2nd, PASSED (All 
yes, 0 no, 0 abs)

       *  CSFN RESOLUTION (LU&H Cmte), 
supports the Planning Commission’s decision 
regarding the appropriateness of the site of the 
GREEN CROSS (marijuana dispensary) at Columbus 
& Leavenworth. Moved, 2nd, PASSED (All yes, 0 no, 
0 abs). 
        
ADJOURNMENT: 9:35pm. In Memory of our “Dear 
Friend Sue Bierman.”

…Dick Millet (PBNA) Recording Secretary 

Addendum:
CSFN Draft Minutes

General Meeting July 18, 2006

Omitted from the July newsletter

...OFFICERS’ REPORTS:
 * President’s MESSAGE:  Judy Berkowitz, page 
2, July Newsletter. Judy announced the CSFN RETREAT 
for 1:00-4:00 pm at the MISSION BAY PAVILION on 
Channel/4th/5th Streets on Sunday, 30 July ‘06. ...
 ...*EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE, Hiroshi Fukuda 
(RCA) 2nd VP, page 7 of July Newsletter: Recommended 
“approval” of membership application for Cathedral Hill 
Neighborhood Ass’n. (CHNA). Moved by Gerry Crowley 
(THD), 2nd, PASSED (verbal vote).
  *BYLAWS COMMITTEE, Evelyn Wilson 
(SPEAK) chair, page 4 of July Newsletter:
Bylaw amendments/changes to come before the 
membership at August meeting for “approval”;
1)  Art III, Sec B.5 sets member organization voting rights 
at 60 days.  
2) Art IV, Sec B.5  redefines duties of Corresponding 
Secretary. 
3) Art IV, Sec B.6 changes CSFN Fiscal Year to 1 June-
31 May, was November.  To be voted on at the August 
meeting. 
  *LAND USE & HOUSING COMMITTEE, 
Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA) chair, page 2 & 4 of July 
Newsletter: Next Land Use meeting is 5:30pm Monday 24 
July, here. 
  *OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE, Ramona Albright 
(TPC&OSC) chair, page 5 of July Newsletter: Landmark 
“Your” (selected) trees.
 MISCELLANEOUS: Babette Drefke (EMIA) 
reminded the CSFN that all “Motions” should identify the 
“maker of the Motion”, Roberts Rules.
ACTION ITEMS:
 *Candidates for position of CORRESPONDING 
SECRETARY: John Barry (SHARP) nominated.  
Nominations still OPEN. Position to be voted on at August 
meeting.
 *Candidates for positions on NEWSLETTER 
COMMITTEE: Mary Helen Briscoe (PROSF) and Mary 
Ann Miller (SPEAK) nominated. Elected unanimously by 
Verbal Vote. ...

…Dick Millet (PBNA) Recording Secretary 

Minutes Aug 15 (contʼd from p 5)
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