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NEIGHBORHOOD VIEWS
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Just before Christmas, the Concourse Authority and
Recreation and Park Commission gave pnal approval for
a plan to widen to four lanes Martin Luther King Drive in
Golden Gate Park. WIDEN a road in Golden Gate Park?
The Master Plan says never.

The plan is to give the garage in the Music Concourse
a second entrance within the Park, something that Propo-
sition J, which enabled the garage in the prst place, said
could not be done. The park road in question, the extension
of Ninth Avenue northward as it becomes Martin Luther
King Drive in Golden Gate Park, would be converted from
its present two lanes of moving trafpc into four lanes with
the removal of all parking along it.

The plan has its origins in a court order issued by the
San Francisco Superior Court, who determined that to
satisfy the stipulations of Proposition J, the Concourse
Parking Garage currently under construction must have its
entrances and exits originating outside Golden Gate Park.
Garage proponents haventt the funds to tunnel under the
park to reach this second entrance, as is being done on the
north of the park at Tenth Avenue, and so they are creating
the required odedicated entrance6 required by Prop J by
widening MLK.

This plan to widen MLK has widespread opposition.
The Inner Sunset Merchants Association predicts a trafpc
disaster and business loss from their vibrant commercial/
residential area. Environmentalists see a widened , four-
lane road into the heart of Golden Gate Park, the crown
jewel of the City(s park system, as a big step backwards in
promoting green spaces in the City generally. The pedes-
trian advocacy group WalkSF has said that four lanes of
moving trafpc means faster trafpc and more trafpc, making
it more difpcult for pedestrians to reach their destinations in
the Park, unharmed, e.g., the playing peld Big Rec, the Ar-
boretum and the County Fair Building. Even the Munici-
pal Transportation Agency spokesperson Joe Speaks says
this plan will only make it worse for all, for pedestrians and
bicyclists, for transit, and also for automobiles themselves.
The Planning Department in their assessment of the widen-
ing proposal issued andaddendum,d which cannot be ap-
pealed in contrast to a negative declaration which could
have been. Yet the Planning Department has admitted that
an 6addendumd usually is an insignipcant alteration to a
project, such as the change of a condo development from
20 to 21 units, within the same building envelope. Clearly
the creation of a widened four-lane roadway into Golden
Gate Park deserves more oversight than an addendum pro-
vides. (Cont. pg. 9)
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Water Task Force Report

The CSFN Water Task Force has
been monitoring the activities and
attending all the meetings of the
SFPUC Rate Fairness Board RFB
(Prop E Nov. 2002) which advises
the Commission on water and sewer
rates, and the allocation of costs
among various retail utility customer
classipcations.

The RFB is poised to endorse and
recommend to the Commission the
adoption of staff proposal to increase the sewer service
charge by another 22% i an 11% increase effective July
1, 2005, and another 11% increase effective July 1, 2006.
The sewer charge was already increased an average of 11%
effective July 1, 2004, although the increase was over 20%
for some homeowners.

The RFB will also likely recommend to the Commission
the adoption of a whole new residential rate structure,
as well as adoption of a sewer capacity fee for new
development in San Francisco M a charge which CSFN
unanimously endorsed last year as a means to ensure
ratepayers that new development pays its own way.

The Water Task Force invited the SFPUC to explain
the data and the reasoning behind its proposal for a 22%
sewer service fee increase to CSFN delegates at our
January meeting. In addition, we invited them to submit the
following article for publication in the newsletter.

The Water Task Force will respond to the staff proposals
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Ross Mirkarimi, newly elected Super-
visor for District 5, hired CSFN Delegate
Cheryl Brodie from Stanyan- Fell Neigh-
borhood Association as Aide. Cheryl will
serve in the ofpce and will assist with
constituent services and legislation. Her
direct number is 554-6783.
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Joe Caruso, Director of the Mayords Ofpce of Neigh-
borhood Services (MONS) has asked the staff to meet the
Delegates of CSFN at our next meeting, January 18th. This
will be a great opportunity to meet with our district repre-
sentatives.






