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Music Concourse Needs Protections
     The Music Concourse in Golden Gate Park is changing
at a rapid rate.  A new garage is being built on either side of
the Music Concourse Bowl.  The de Young Museum and the
Academy of Sciences are building new structures and adding
new landscapes.  In the next month, plans will be finalized
for a renovation of the Music Concourse Bowl itself.
     San Franciscans have a special place in their hearts for
the Music Concourse and its trees.  This area is worth our
protection, so that it can remain both a sylvan retreat and a
gathering place for all San Franciscans to enjoy.
     We are forming the Friends of the Music Concourse to
achieve two goals: the first is to preserve the historic trees
and the historic elements remaining in the Concourse; the
second is to advocate for the future preservation and enhanced
maintenance of the Bowl, its trees, and its historic elements.
         We appreciate the support that the Coalition has given
to the Music Concourse in the past, and we will keep you
informed as our group develops.  If anyone is interested in
joining or for more information, please contact Kathy Howard
at 415-710-2402.
     Written by Katherine Howard, ASLA, Landscape Architect,
Member, ASLA Historic Preservation Professional Interest
Group.

...Submitted by Ramona Allbright, TPCOSC

Library Compromising Privacy?
     San Franciscans have an unusual opportunity to prevent
privacy-threatening book tracking chips from gaining a foothold
in our library, and to participate in the work of a newly-formed
Library Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) whose members
are still in the process of being
selected.
     RFID The tracking chips are part
of SF Public LibraryÕs plan to spend
$3 million over the next six years to
install Radio Frequency Identification
(RFID) technology, including
placement of RFID chips into our
books and materials as a substitute
for existing bar codes. The first year
funding of $300,000 for two locations
was put on reserve for six months
by the Board of Supervisors in July,
and if the Library does not satisfactorily explain how it plans
to deal with privacy and potential health concerns, the money
is to go to a youth jobs program.
     Increasingly, groups have expressed opposition to funding
and implementing RFID, including the ACLU, Electronic
Frontier Foundation (EFF), SF Neighborhood Antenna Free
Union (SNAFU) and many others.

Alioto Presents 10 Year Homeless Plan

Angela Alioto presented a summary of the 10 Year Homeless Plan
at the July 20th General Assembly of the Coalit ion

AB2702 Defeated! We did it!
     Thanks to the combined efforts of more than 100 cities in
opposition, city contract lobbyists, other local government
organizations, and many individual homeowners and home-
owner associations Ñ including those citizens learning about
such legislation through the fledgling League information
network, Citizens for Local Control (CLC) - AB 2702
(Steinberg), a severely flawed measure which undermined
local zoning ordinances for Secondary Units, was defeated
today on a vote of one (AYE), six (NO) with four (Not Voting).
Members Voting ÒNo:Ó Aanestad, Ashburn, Bowen, Machado,
Murray and Speier. Members ÒNot Voting:Ó Alpert, Battin,
Escutia, Machado. Members voting ÒAye:Ó Burton
City officials, homeowners and others who were concerned
with this bill should thank those legislators who saw the bill
for what it was, stood up to this powerful author and sponsors
and voted ÒNoÓ or ÒNot Voting.Ó  Also please ask your
legislator to continue to resist any attempt to revive this bill
during the remaining weeks of the session.
     It was a hard-fought battle but well worth the phone calls,
emails, faxes and letters opposing this legislation. Special
thanks to the Peninsula DivisionÕs CLC members (thatÕs
CSFNÕs delegates) who went to Sacramento twice to testify
against this bill.

Plans for CSFN Annual Dinner Underway
To Help, contact George Zaback
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CSFN HELPS KILL AB2702
    We learned this week that AB2702 might be dead for
the year.  As you know, AB2702, which would impose
secondary units in our neighborhoods without public
review or local approval, won Assembly approval with
the help of Mark Leno (Leland Yee voted against it).
Judy Berkowitz, Eileen Boken and Marilyn Amini
traveled to Sacramento to speak against this horrible
bill, joining approximately 100 California cities that
were also outraged at this attempted power grab.
CSFN sends its thanks to Jackie Speier and the other
members of the Senate committee who voted against it,
in defense of our neighborhoods.  Shame on John Burton,
who was the lone vote in favor of it.

CSFN MEETS WITH MAYOR NEWSOM
     Mayor Newsom and a number of his staff met with
more than thirty members of CSFN on August 4th.
CSFNÕs recent planning positions and priorities were
discussed, as well as Parks Department and neighborhood
safety issues.  We are grateful for Mayor NewsomÕs
availability to CSFN, and very thankful for the assistance
of Joe Caruso, the MayorÕs Director of Neighborhood
Services.
     Our next meeting with Mayor Newsom has been
scheduled for October 20th at 3 PM at City Hall.  Those
agenda items for which we ran out of time on August
4th should be resubmitted to Steve Gruel for inclusion
on the October agenda.

MORE BAD IDEAS ON BALLOT
    With few exceptions, the November ballot appears to
be another laundry list of lousy ideas from legislators

who canÕt leave well enough alone and enjoy picking our
pockets.
San FranciscoÕs bond rating was recently downgraded
because we are almost $1 billion in debt, yet we have
another $200 million housing bond and $60 million
preservation bond before us, both general obligation.
    Prop D, GonzalezÕs parting shot to the taxpayers, proposes
making it easier for Supervisors to show up for work less
often, (as though his Òlegislative week,Ó which cut their
workload by 25%, wasnÕt enough), and once again proposes
more City Hall aides, even though the voters have rejected
that idea.
     GonzalezÕs Prop F, which would allow non-citizens to
vote in School Board elections, should also be rejected by
CSFN members and the voters, as similar proposals have
in the past.
The attack on small business comes from Props J and K,
which propose to raise our sales tax rate and institute a
gross receipts tax.  The City budget was irresponsibly
written to relay on both of these measures passing, so weÕll
be hearing a lot of threats of cuts to neighborhood services.
 But at the same time, we have Prop H, which proposes to
short the budget by additional millions by rejecting the sale
of the naming rights to Candlestick Park.  Go figure.
     I will be in Boston attending a housing conference this
week and Judy Berkowitz will chair TuesdayÕs meeting;
please be kind.

...Submitted by Barbara Meskunas, CSFN President
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July Executive Committee Report
     The CSFN ExComm met at its regularly scheduled meeting
on July 28 at Northern Police Station. Present were: Barbara
Meskunas, Bud Wilson, Dick Millet, Doug Comstock, Eileen
Boken, Evelyn Wilson, George Zaback, Judith Berkowitz,
Steve Gruel. Excused absence: Sharon Eberhart. Also present:
Babette Drefke, Emeric Kalman, Marilyn Amini.
     PresidentÕs Report: Barbara Meskunas reported that she
had attended an SFSOS press conference against

AUGUST LAND USE & HOUSING
COMMITTEE REPORT

The CSFN Land Use & Housing Committee held its regular
meeting in the Community Room of the Northern Police
Station on Monday August 2.
     The Agenda included report/discussion of action on
AB2702, the proposed changes to 312 Notice, Crestmont
Apartments (TPIA), and reimbursement for expenses incurred
in speaking before the Senate Housing & Community
Development Cmte re AB2702 in June.
     AB2702: It will be heard in the Appropriations Committee
on August 4. We are trying to get all members to fax, call,
email committee members to vote against it.
312 Notice: Marilyn Amini presented a comprehensive history
along with statistics. 312 Notice was instituted in 2000.
Reworking 312 seems to be the opposite of what Planning
has said it wants: to include the neighborhood. This will
exclude neighbors in change of use issues, which if passed,
will mean that major changes of use will be able to happen
without the neighbors being made aware.
     LU&H has requested a 90-day Continuance in the BoSÕ
Land Use Cmte.
     The LU&H Cmte recommends that the General Assembly

Toilet Emergency
     Possible Emergency Resolution Introduced by Stanyan
Fell Neighborhood Association: TO Perform needed
maintenance of the public toilets in the Panhandle of GG
Park and open them within the month AND TO OPPOSE
placement of a ÒPorta-pottyÓ in the Panhandle of GG Park
in lieu of performing said maintenance
WHEREAS, SF Rec and Park has not fulfilled promises of
rebuilding and/or refurbishing the public toilet facility in the
Panhandle for at least 6 years, in spite of community
involvement and unanimous agreement reached by the
community at large 3 years ago
WHEREAS, dates of Òbreaking groundÓ come and gone
without community notification; currently bidding is again on
hold due to a federal court injunction directing the City to
immediately stop violating the outcome of Proposition 209
and called for the cessation of affirmative action preference
on City contracts. City attorneys subsequently directed City
departments to stop awarding contracts until this is resolved
WHEREAS, SF Rec and Park capital funds for the project
were Òset asideÓ and now capital projects previously promised
by Rec and Park throughout San Francisco have now been
cancelled
WHEREAS, Promises have been broken repeatedly, a Òporta-
pottyÓ will become a long-term  fixture in our public park
without resolving any of the issues of maintenance, security
and funding that have kept the Panhandle toilet facility
essentially closed for years
WHEREAS, a toilet facility is needed and requested by the
surrounding community, the ChildrenÕs Playground and the

public enjoying the use of the park
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that CSFN will urge
SF Rec and Park to perform needed maintenance on the
existing public toilets in the Panhandle of Golden Gate Park,
and will open the existing toilet facility for use by the public
within the month. Submitted by Stanyan Fell Neighborhood
Association
    Note from editorÑthis item was received as we went to
press and was not introduced at the last General Assembly
meeting, nor was it presented to the Executive Committee or
the Land Use Committee. It will, therefore, require a 2/3
majority to be declared an emergency. It will be presented
under ÒNew BusinessÓ in the August Agenda.

resolve to leave 312 Notice alone; it is fine as it stands now.
Crestmont Apartments (TPIA): A development of 34 condos
on a ridge in Forest Knolls. George Zaback and guest Liz
Manning indicated that it is too soon for CSFN to take a
stand, but we offered them suggestions on how to approach
the developers.
The cmte voted to reimburse BerkowitzÕ expenses incurred
in the trip to Sacramento in speaking before the Senate
Housing & Community Development Cmte re AB2702 in
June.
...Submitted by Judith Berkowitz, Chair Land Use & Housing



Prop B Historic Resources Preservation
     The City owns numerous historic resources, many of which
have long suffered neglect and decay. Citizens groups in
various neighborhoods have joined together to preserve and
restore many of these historic resources. They range across
the City from the Palace of Fine Arts to the Bayview Opera
House to the Geneva Office Building in the Excelsior District.
     Working with City departments and private consultants,
these groups have developed detailed plans and cost estimates
for the rehabilitation of these resources. However, current
constraints on State and local funds have made it difficult to
move these projects forward. Likewise, private donors are
unwilling to provide financial support to projects unless there
is a likelihood that they will, indeed, happen. To Òjump startÓ
these various projects, the BoD has placed on the ballot the
Neighborhood Historic Resources Preservation Bond, which:
¥ is a $60 million General Obligation Bond
¥ rehabilitates public buildings, i.e. City and/or SFUSD
¥ allows not more than 20% of the funds to any one project
¥ serves to ÒleverageÓ funds for additional private sector and/or
other public money
¥ requires Board of Supervisor approval for project funding.
     Specific projects and funding amounts cannot be stipulated
in the Bond according to the City Attorney without first
completing an EIR. The projects mentioned are ones that
would qualify for funding and have mechanisms in place to
do so quickly. Supervisor Peskin has submitted a resolution
of intent of the Board that the funds go to the 11 projects listed.
     In addition, no funds can be spent until an enabling
ordinance is passed by the Board of Supervisors, listing the
priority projects and making it clear that the funds are to go
primarily for seismic/structural and ADA work.
     The priority projects below would receive bond funding
amounts for earthquake and ADA work required. (In the case
of the Waterfront Pavilion Organ, it is the cost of building the
Pavilion shell.) The estimated total cost for these 11 projects
is approximately $175 million, thus leveraging the bond funds
on a three to one basis.

Priority Projects for Bond Funds (in millions)
Department of Recreation and Park Projects
Coit Tower $3.2
Geneva Office Building $7.0
McLaren Lodge - Golden Gate Park $5.4
Palace of Fine Arts $6.3
Stern Grove Pine Lake Park/Trocadero Building$4.25
Waterfront Organ Pavilion $8.8
Sunnyside Conservatory $3.0
Moscone Field House $2.0
Art Commission Bayview Opera House $1.3
Non Profit Old Mint - City History Museum $9.3
SFUSD School for the Arts - Nourse Auditorium $8.0
TOTAL $58.5 million
     The friends of the Geneva Office Building, which includes
CSFN member groups from the Excelsior, New Mission
Terrace, Cayuga, Outer Mission, and OMI, ask that our fellow
CSFN delegates support Proposition B.
  ...Submitted by Dan Weaver, Friends of Geneva Office Bldg.
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Government & Elections
Committee Meeting of July 30

     The Government & Elections Committee met Friday, July
30, to discuss early endorsements for the November 2004
ballot. We applied the criteria adopted two years ago in
deciding on which ballot measures CSFN would take a position:
1. All bond measures, appropriations, set-asides
2.Good government issues
3. Land use, code enforcement, and quality of life issues
     Please read the articles in this newsletter written by members
of the Government & Elections Committee explaining our
position on some of the ballot measures. You will be asked
to support the Government & Elections Committee
recommendations on the asterisked (*) propositions. Also,
any delegate can make a motion to consider ballot measures
that the Committee felt didn't meet the criteria.
     At our November 2003 general membership meeting the
following Bylaw change was adopted at the recommendation
of our Bylaw Committee: Approval of recommendations to
support or oppose a ballot measure shall require not less that
two-thirds (2/3) vote of the delegates voting, not including
abstentions, which shall not be less that 25% of the total
member organizations.
     CSFN currently has 44 member organizations. A minimum
of 11 votes is necessary to support or oppose a ballot measure.
*Prop A Housing Bond Ð Oppose
  Prop B Historic Preservation Bond Ð No Recommendation
  Prop C City Health Service System Changes Ð Not  considered
*Prop D Board Deadlines, Legislative aids, etc Ð Oppose
*Prop E Retirement Benefits Police/Firefighters Ð Support
*Prop F Non-Citizen Voting Ð Oppose
  Prop G Health Plans for City Residents Ð Not considered
*Prop H Naming Rights Candlestick Park Ð Oppose
  Prop I Create an Office of Economic Analysis Ð Not considered
*Prop J Sales Tax Increase Ð Oppose
*Prop K Business Tax Increase Ð Oppose
*Prop L Single-screen Theaters Ð Oppose
*Prop M Housing Preservation Ð Oppose
 Prop N Military Action in Iraq Ð Not considered
*Prop O Use of Sales Tax Ð Oppose
  Prop AA BART Bond Ð Not considered
...Rebecca Silverberg, Chair, Govt. & Elections Committee

ANOTHER PROP ÔAÕ HOUSING BOND?
    Only eight years ago, San Francisco voters approved a Prop
ÒAÓ housing bond for $100 million. Now there is yet another
Prop ÒAÓ housing bond on the ballot, this time for twice that
amount. If passed, the newest Prop ÒAÓ would be the largest
municipal housing bond in U.S. history. It  would increase the
CityÕs General Obligation Bond debt to over one billion dollars
and would add all this additional debt in only five years.
     All this  additional debt is being proposed in the context of
city deficits, state deficits, layoffs and cutbacks in city services.
It is also being proposed in the context of the CityÕs bond rating.
Since last year, both Standard and PoorÕs & MoodyÕs have placed
the City on credit watch (Ònegative outlookÓ). In May, Fitch
Ratings downgraded the CityÕs bond rating.
     All this additional debt is being proposed even though
there is already $57 million for housing in the CityÕs current
budget as well as funds from state and federal sources.
     Before any new housing bonds are approved, voters should

insist on a full comprehensive audit of the 1996 housing bond
funds, not just a limited one. They should also insist that all
housing bond audit points be corrected.VOTE NO ON A.

 ... Submittet by Eileen Boken, SPEAK




