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31st Annual Dinner Brings New Commitment

About 100 delegates and
guests enjoyed our annual
celebration at the Miyako
Radisson. N

Dick Rogers, ReaderOs
Representative at the San
Francisco Chronicle gave the
keynote address and was joined
by Managing Editor, Robert
Rosenthal as they answered
questions from the audience.

Improving neighborhood
coverage was the big question
on everyoneOs mind. The
Chronicle committed to
improving neighborhood
coverage including a new
reporter who will be assigned
the neighborhood beat.

Dick Rogers of the Editorial Board, SF Chronidrobert Rosenthal, Managing Editor, SF Chronicle

West Portal, Joan Girardot Winners CSFN Contemplates
Lawsuit to Protect
Neighborhoods from

Secondary Units

The Special Meeting of the General
Assembly held on September 23 as reported
by Secretary Steve Gruel on page 3 was called
to consider the possibility of joining a legal
action to appeal the decision of the Board of
Supervisors to proceed with Supervisor
PeskinOs Secondary Unit legislation without
benefit of an EIR.

There are two motions before the next
General Assembly as reported in the ExCom
Minutes (page 4) that will require members
to consult with their members. Specific bylaws

Bud Wilson accepts for WPNA Emeric Kalman for Joan Girardot require a statement of approval, on

The Coalition awarded West Portal ~ For outstanding service by anorganization letterhead to vote to join or initiate
Neighborhood Assn. for outstandinindividual, the Coalition chose Joana lawsuit. _
service to their neighborhoodGirardot, whose untiring efforts on ~ The ExCom approved engaging a land use

President Meskunas cited theehalf of all San Franciscans,attorney to advise the membership on the
organizationOs efforts in opposition &specially regarding water andjoining the lawsuit that is contemplated by
PeskinOs secondary unit legislation andfastructure has informed us all. Protect Our Neighborhoods (PON) and the
the to require the Planning Department Joan was detained at a hearingzoalitionOs proposed participation. So far no
submit to the EIR process. and was unable to attend. legal action has been instituted.



e .
R 31 st Annual Dinner and Other Less Pleasant Matters
CSFNOs 31st Annual Dinner, held October 1st at #ehse, the destruction of our neighborhoods is set to begi

Radisson Miyako Hotel, was a wonderful event for
everyone. The food was great by all accounts, and Dj
Rogers of the San Francisco Chronicle was joined by
managing editor as well as former reporter Chuck Fin
who is now in charge of assignments. B

Joan Girardot was presented with CSFNOs Indivi
Achievement Award in absentia for all of her good wo
on behalf of CSFN, and Greater West Portal Neighbo

hood Assn. was presented with **
Neighborhood Achievement
Award for their leadership on he
Housing Element and Seconda
Unit issues, (with special thank:
to Marilyn Amini and Bud Wilson)

| am embarrassed to say the
was negligent in failing to thank
Rebecca Silverberg and Sharot
Eberhardt for their very hard wo
in setting up the dining room an
the check-in area; Rebecca picl
out the beautiful flowering plant
we took home as souvenirs of t
event.

CSFN sincerely thanks all of

in the New Year.

development Agency Connection

‘e San Francisco Redevelopment AgencyOs mission i
to'remove blighted properties and replace them with tax-
erating properties and uses. Over the years, of cours
r mission has been perverted to reward friends and
political contributors, and entire communities have been

decimated in the name of progress.
The Agency funds its activities
through tax increments - increases
in the tax base derived from
redevelopment activities which, in
theory, improve the property. That
money is supposed to be reinvested
in the project area. Instead, |
recently learned that 70% of the
AgencyOs tax increment money is
now being used to subsidize non-
profit housing developers. WhatOs
even more egregious, and illegal,
is that some of the money is being
spent in areas where there IS no
project area. In other words, the

the sponsors who underwrote tl Supervisor Tony Hall and Joe OODonoghue \,qtarg wisely rejected Proposition
cost of our dinner, keeping general ticket prices affordalffelast November only to have the Redevelopment Agency
as well as paying for the good work of CSFN throughowgdirect other monies to the very same unaccountable
the year on behalf of San FranciscoOs neighborhoodsocial engineers who would have benefited handsomely
Housing Element from Prop B, and who are, no coincidentally, the proponents

Public testimony on the draft Housing Element walf tge draft HOLIJqSing Iiler;erclit. | A :
taken by the Planning Commission on October 9th. Onﬁ:e 0“ now W(TI avet 'eh ﬁ evle opment Agency acting
again, neighbors patiently explained why the Housinc e'gc?ty’ In CO u5|8n'c\l/\'nt dt € I??rr\]nlng Commlfsmnt, t?h
Element was misguided and wrongheaded to a prejudif&t|d taxpayer-subsidized rental housing, contrary to the
commission that had little apparent interest in objectivityy!Shes of the voters, to line the pockets of the proponent:
(My remarks do not include Commissioner Michael ~Of the draft Housing Element. But there is more.
Antonini. Commissioners Hughes and Sue Lee also askéolusing Authority
some intelligent questions. But Feldstein, Boyd, and  In the middle of this mess comes the Housing Authority
Bradford-Bell, who earn their livings from the proliferationvith a Request for Qualifications to demolish 18 of their
of tax-subsidized non-profit entities such as those enabigghily and senior developments! We donOt know whorr
by the draft Plan, predictably grinned and supported thi@ 10 developers are who responded, but you can bet th:
hideous document. Bill Lee, former hero of the the non-profit developers will have a piece of the action.
neighborhoods, was once again missing in action.) The redevelopment of these 18 sites has the potentia
~ The testimony-for-sale gang was also there, but ngf adding 10,000 or more units to our housing stock, yet
in the same numbers weOve endured at earlier meetifigSeraft Housing Element contains no mention of it.

At the meetingOs conclusion, President Bradford-Bell, p few years ago Calvin Welch was on a radio show
all by herself, closed public testimony on the Housingpragging about how he and his developer friends were
Element. It will now undergo what is certain to be a going to up zone the entire West side of town whether we
bogus environmental assessment; | would be surprisegkidq it or not. It would seem that his twisted dream is
it was not already prepared and is being held a month.ging to pass.

So just to give it credibility. Inany event, in the absence ;\yqyid also seem that a Grand Jury inquiry is in order.
of a legal challenge, initiative, or new Mayor with good ...Barbara Meskunas, President
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: - - Secondary Unit Final Call
Minutes of the Special Meeting Write the Planning Commission and the Board of

September 23, 2003 on the Housing Element Supervisors.We object to the closure

1. Call to order: President Barbara Meskunas brought thePublic Comment because: Cd"T
meeting to order at 7:05 pm at the Northern Police Stationexists as to whether a motion was m
a. Quorum declared. Delegates and alternates representerhere was no visible or oral sign o

19 CSFN member organizations. vote
b. Agenda Approved. ¥ No Neighborhood participation of t
c. Introductions of delegates and guests. Housing Element before the OFinal
d. President Meskunas reminded that the upcoming CSBMftO published ACT,ON'
annual dinner is scheduled for October 2, 2003. ¥ No Neighborhood issues or conce “*
2. Land Use Committee: OThe Housing ElementO included in the September Final Draft

Judith Berkowitz / EMIA announced that October 9, 2008,Few Commissioner comments included in the Final Draft.

at 5:00 p.m. is the date and time scheduled for the Planning Request the Commission ask the Board of Supervisors

Commission's hearing regarding the Housing Element. Thes&ptain a 2 year extension of the present Housing Element
was discussion concerning when the public comment portigg allowed by state law.

of the hearing was anticipated to begin. The Issues °
L|t|gat|0n President Meskunas announced that there was The Currentlyproposed Changes to San Franciscoés

no course of action settled upon with regard to the Iawsuithousing policiesNthe OHousing ElementO and Supervisor

possibility. Because the facts were incomplete, (i.e. no timgagkinOs OSecondary UnitO legislationfwill have significant
line , no costs associated with the lawsuit, etc.) the CSFN Wagacts on the quality of life in our neighborhoods. These

not prepared to vote regarding participation in the lawsuit. TEﬁanges will:
lawsuit concerns the filing for a Writ of Mandamus for the y aAjlow new secondary (in-law) units without off street
preparation of a EIR regarding the secondary housing Unigarking in every residential building

_ The Board of Supervisors has te_lken th_e position that no &Rt |iminate density requirements and reduce parking
is needed on the secondary housing units issue. _requirements in areas near transit

Ramona Albright / TPC & OPC discussed the idea of an amigiRe|ax parking requirements and revise height, bulk and
curaie (friend of the Court) brief, as will as financial sSuppOrgensity standards for housing in neighborhood commercial
as alternatives to being a co-litigant in the lawsuit. istricts
Steve Currier / OMRA supported the position that CSFNrpage changes will cause
should be a co-litigant in the litigation. He verbally introduced
a motion that the CSFN be a co-litigant to this lawsuit. MORE CROWDING. CONGESTION AND PARKING
Tony Sacco / NMTIA seconded the motion. NIGHTMARES '
Ramona Albright / TPC & OPC verbally moved that the

CSFN provide financial assistance and an amicus curaie bighoE DEMOLITIONS OF AEFORDABLE FAMILY
to the litigation. HOUSING

AII delegates were reminded_ that motions needed to be in MORE DEMOLITIONS OF RENT CONTROLLED
written form on stationary bearing the letterhead of the HOUSING

neighborhood organization. Consequently, no motions WelEhat You Can Do :
acted upon. _ _ '
Discussion Regarding the Housing Element: NOTIFY AND ORGANIZE your neighborhoods NOW.

Judith Berkowitz / EMIA introduced Maria Sousa / Plannlr\%{gf a flyer and have them sign a petition. Join the SON

Association of the Richmond to discuss issues associated o .
the Housing Element. Ms. Sousa noted that there have b ling list (www.saveourneighborhoods.org) so you can
&an of future updates.

changes in the Housing Element that have resulted in O
uncertainty.O
Marilyn Amini / GWPNA also discussed other aspects o
the Housing Element. .
The general discussion centered on the definition of Otra
corridors,O and the lack of a parking as part of the General
President Meskunas announced that there is a reporter f
the New York Times coming to San Francisco to do a story
the secondary housing issue.
3. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.ms-
...Steven Gruel, Recording Secretary, GGHNgecond Public Hearing on Residential

Correction: August General Assembly Minutes: Design Guidelines Update
Supervisor Fiona Ma presented her proposed legislation to ba

signs on public property and institute fines for unsecured ﬁlh_e San Francisco Planning Department is currently

handbills on private property. Supervisor Ma and associdt@dating the Residential Design Guidelines (Guidelines).

Barbara Moy urged support of the proposed legislation. (Ad¥fse Guidelines were initially adopted in 1989 by the

the following:) Motion to support passed: 16/2/1. (Cont. Page 5)
N3N

WRITE (or FAX) to members of the Planning Commission
and the Board of Supervisors NOW. Tell them that you do
want them to adopt these proposals.
to the upcoming Planning Commission hearing on the
(?Hsing Element and TELL the Commissioners in person
t you want them to retain our existing neighborhood
riendly policies.




Executive Committee Meeting
September 24, 2003

the Golden Gate Bridge District. Moved: Meskunas/Millet.
Unanimously adopted.
¥ Motion: CSFN shall hire a Land Use attorney to advise

The ExCom met at the Northern Police Station at 7PM. and present an opinion to the members at our next meeting
Members present: Meskunas, Comstock, Berkowitz, Millet,regarding a legal action on the Secondary Unit Appeal
Drefke, Andrew and Eberhardt. Excused: Gruel and Da Costaegarding procedure, timing and liability of individual
Guests: Evelyn and Richard Wilson, Stephen Courier, Rebecaaembers and CSFN. Further providing that the cost be no

Silverberg and Marilyn Amini.
¥ OfficerOs Reports:

more than $500. Moved: Meskunas /Eberhardt. Motion
approved, 6/0/1. Jim Andrew to seek an attorney.

Treasurer Babette Drefke reported that the bank balanc¥ Resignation: Jim Andrew announced that he regrettably

was $3918.15 as of Sept. 24, 2003.
¥ Program and Orders: October and November Agenda
approved and set for the rest of the year.

must resign due to an insurance issue involving his firm.
¥ Adjourn: The meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM.
...Doug Comstock, PROSF, Chair

¥ Dinner Program and Arrangements: Discussion of the
upcoming Annual Dinner. Assignments: Doug Comstock and

Sharon Eberhardt at the front table. Judith Berkowitzand FROM THE BYLAWS COMMITTEE
Rebecca Silverberg to do decorations. Doug to produce a on

age proaram and sponsor list. Barbara has ordered awar %n the September Newsletter, a proposed bylaw amendmen
page progre 0 Sp ' a\,%?s noticed in the Government & Elections Committee report.
and they will be picked up.

¥ Unfinished Business: Sunshine Complaint regarding the The Bylaws Committee has approved this amendment anc

order of speaking irregularities at the Plannin CommissioSmeits it to the membership for its consideration at the
¥ New Bu‘;inessg 9 9 Bctober meeting. Article VII, Section H, presently states in

. - , sub-section 2. OThe support of a minimum of one-third of
?A. eoe't\i/lnF;')Af request to join lawsuit (introduced at Special the member organizations, which must be at least two-thirds

, L . of those voting, is required for adoption. The vote shall be
Resolved: that the member organizations of the Coalition f%{ken by roll call.® The proposed wordina is as follows:
San Francisco Neighborhoods join in legal action in the y : brop 9 :

capacity in opposing the Board of Supervisors vote again pproval of a recommendation to support or oppose a ballot

anv EIR reauests for Secondary Units in anv neiahborhodd €asure shall require not less than two-thirds (2/3) vote of
any qu Y any neig e delegates voting, not including abstentions, which shall
in San Francisco and that member organization should b

> - : t less than 25% of the total member organizations.
asked to pay, in attorney fees, as such in that capacity whith ...Evelyn Wilson, Chair

may be bound by their member organizationOs by-laws.

b. TPCOSC request to submit Amicus Curiae (introduced at
Special Meeting:

Be It Resolved: That the CSFN submit an Amicus Curiae GGHNA Tiled Steps Project

(Friend of the Court) brief to support the position of the group The next meeting of the Tiled Steps Project is Saturday,
known as OPreserve Our NeighborhoodsO (P.O.N.) and gi¥¢ gth, at the house of Robert and Rita Weinberg, 1680

them financial support for their efforts regarding auxiliary 1 4th Avenue. from 10-11 am. If you have any questions
dwelling units (aka Ominor second unitsO or Oin-law unit&@ase call 415-731-6233.

or Oillegal dwelling units.0)

SPECIAL PROCEDURE FOR LAWSUITS:

VII. General Membership Meetings...
I. Legal Suit Initiation and Withdrawal

1. Amotion to initiate a sulit or to discontinue an existing
suit shall be made at a meeting prior to the one at which
a vote is to be taken.

2. The support of a minimum of one-half of the member
organizations, and two-thirds of those voting is required
for adoption. The vote shall be taken by roll call and
presentation of a statement of approval from the member
organization shall be submitted on organization stationery.

é )

Acting Editor: Doug Comstock
Neighborhood Views is published monthly, the official
voice of the Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods,
Inc., a 501(c)4 Organization

To Submit Articles: email articles by the first of the month
(as text) to: dougcoms@aol.com or call 386-4934.

¥ Rincon Hill Position opposing noncomplying buildings
near the water front were discussed, Land Use and Hous
will send a letter in opposition.

¥ Voice mail: Jim Andrew reported communications via
phone.

¥ Motion: CSFN supports the nomination of Jim Andrew

the
ations

Atrticles reflect the opinions of the submitter, not necessarily
6l8nion of the CSFN. We invite material from member organiz
as well as rebuttal to articles already printed. Articles are wrjtten
by the editor unless otherwise designated. We reserve the right to
edit where necessary. Member organizations receive the newslet-
eer without charge. Copies: Members/$10 Non-member$/$15

N4RN



SPONSORS FOR 2003

BENEFACTORS

Law Offices of Angela Alioto

Joe OODonoghue, Residential Builders Assn.
San Francisco Association of Realtors
Spotlight Printing

PATRONS

Beideman Area Neighborhood Group

Joe Blue, Committee of Regional Empowerment
Doug Comstock

Karen & David Crommie

Rebecca Silverberg and Malik Looper,
Excelsior Business and Improvement
Associations

Greater West Portal Neighborhood Assn.
Retired Firemen & Widows Assn. of SF Fire Dept.
Sunset District Neighborhood Coalition

SPONSORS

John Bardis

Judy Berkowitz

Sue Cauthen

Eddie Chin, SF School Board

Michael Denny

Sharon Eberhardt

Joan Girardot

Sheriff Michael Hennessey

Judge Quentin Kopp

Barbara Meskunas

Retired Employees of the City & County of SF
Lynn Newhouse Segal

Sunset Parkside Ed. & Action Comm. (SPEAK)
Twin Peaks Improvement Association
Patricia Vaughey

How To Reach Us
President:Barbara Meskunas, brmeskunas@cs.cam

1st Vice PresidenDoug Comstock, dougcoms@aol.cc
2nd Vice Presidengudith Berkowitz, sfiberk@mac.cor]
TreasurerBabette Drefke, 282-5919
Recording Secretangteve Gruel, steve.gruel@usdoj.ga
Corresp. Secretanick Millet, milletdick@aol.com
Member at Largedim Andrew, jwandrew@yahoo.coIr

n
\"

Member at LargefFrancisco DaCosta, frandacosta@att.njet
Member at LargeSharon Eberhardt, sme314@aol.com

S\

Parliamentarian: Evelyn Wilson, 566-7826
EvelynWilsRegParl@earthlink.net

Website: www.csfn.net262_04 40}‘,»

N5N

KChair: Joan Girardot: 346-5525

Residential Guidelines (Cont. from Page 3)

Planning Commission to address concerns about the impact
of increased residential development on the visual quality
of neighborhoods. Many neighborhood development issues
have changed in the fourteen years that the Guidelines have
been in effect.

On May 22, 2003 the Planning Department gave an
informational presentation to the Planning Commission on
the first draft of the Guidelines. Based on comments received
at that public hearing, and at a number of follow-up meetings
with interested individuals, neighborhood groups and other
organizations, Staff has written a second draft of the
Guidelines to better explain certain issues, and improve the
review process for residential projects. .

To obtain a copy of the second draft version of the 02003
Residential Design GuidelinesO, please contact Planning
Information Counter, 1660 Mission Street, Ground Floor
Lobby, (415) 558-6377, or visit our website at
http://www.sfgov.org/planning.

The Planning Commission will hold a second public
hearing to provide another opportunity for the public to
comment on the Guidelines on Thursday, October 23, 2003
in City Hall Room 400, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place. To
confirm the hearing date and time, please contact Linda D.
Avery, Commission Secretary, at (415) 558-6422 prior to
the hearing date.

If you have any written comments about the content of
the guidelines, please forward them to: Max Putra SF Planning
Department, 1660 Mission Street Suite 500,San Francisco,
CA 94103, Fax: (415) 558-6409 Email:
Max.Putra@sfgov.org.

For further information, please contact one of the following
Planners: Max Putra (415) 558-6233, Kaye Simonson

(415) 558-6321, Isolde Wilson (415) 558-6163.
...Reprint from SF Planning Dept Website

Committee Meetings

N

Land Use & Housing ¥ Monday, 7:00, November 3rd at
Northern Police Stn. ¥ Judith Berkowitz 824-061
sfiberk@mac.com

Bylaws Committee
Chair: Evelyn Wilson: EvelynWilsRegParl@earthlink
566-7826
Government and Elections Committee
Chair: Rebecca Silverberg: sfrebecca@aol.com 584
Land Use and Housing Committee
Chair: Judith Berkowitz: sfberk@mac.com 824-
Newsletter Committee
Chair: Ramona Albright 621-9621
Open Space Task Force
Chair: Tys Sniffen: tys@ideamountain.com 929
Transportation Committee
Chair: John Barry: jackbarry99@earthlink.net 564-
Water Task Force
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