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Neighborhood Victory
in Noe Valley

Quick action by neighbors and customers saves
long-ime community serving book store

     Neighborhood activism is about more than fighting to
keep the big retailers out, sometimes it’s about keeping the
neighborhood stores in.
     Cover - To - Cover Bookstore, a 20 year institution in the
Noe Valley neighborhood specializing in childrens' books
was being forced to close its doors due to the downturn in
the economy and declining sales and bankruptcy.
     After several months of “flat sales” owners  Mark Ezarik
and Tracy Wynne quietly, posted the inevitable sign in the
store window: “...sadly, regretfully, we have to inform you
that soon we will be closing our doors and saying good-bye
 to the neighborhood that has been so nurturing for so many
years.” Wynne was especially distraught “I am letting Mark
do all the talking because every time I talk about it, I burst
into tears.”
     This small notice could have indicated but one more failed
neighborhood business statistic (if anyone were keeping
count). But neighbor Peter Gabel, President Emeritus of New
College began a crusade to organize a grassroot effort to save
the store, Save Cover-To-Cover,
     This was not the first time neighbors had to take it upon
themselves to keep their neighborhood together. They had
recently mounted a similar fight to maintain the Sally Brunn
Library.

Cover-To-Cover indangered neighborhood institution.

CSFN Urged to Join CEQA Lawsuit
Require EIR on adoption of Secondary Unit Legislation
    The General Assembly will consider a motion by Panhandle
Residents Organization/Stanyan Fulton to join a lawsuit to
Appeal the Determination that an Environmental Impact Review
be completed in conformity with the California Environmental
Quality Act on the exemption of Supervisor Aaron Peskin’s
Secondary Unit Legislation.
     The neighbors’ appeal failed by a 6-5 vote at the Board
of Supervisors on July 15. The appellants, Preserve Our
Neighborhoods, West of Twin Peaks Central Council,
and CSFN must now decide whether they wish to appeal
this outcome to Superior Court. PON has already indicated
that they wish to carry the appeal forward and has retained
legal council, CEQA attorney William Yeates.
     Because this is simply a point of law, should CSFN
join suit, it will not have repercussions to CSFN in the
form of countersuits from anyone.
     CSFN must decide at the August General Meeting if
we want to join PON in this pursuit. We will hear from
a representative of PON on how best to move forward
on this issue. An estimate of expected legal expenses will
be available at the time of the CSFN GA meeting.
     Because member organizations’ delegates have this
past month discussed with their neighborhood groups not
only the issue but also its funding, we should be fully
prepared to move forward in this matter. (More p. 4)
...Submitted by Judith Berkowitz, Chair Land Use & Housing Comtte.

 Ray Taliaferro to Host 2003 CSFN
Mayoral Debate September 16th

       KGO NewsTalk Radio host Ray
Taliaferro will host this year's Coalition
for San Francisco Neighborhoods Mayoral
Forum. All major candidates for Mayor
are expected to attend.  It will take place
on September 16 in the Auditorium of the
State Building at 455 Golden Gate at 7:PM
in place of our usual General Membership
Meeting.

     All groups in the Coalition are encouraged to inform their
membership of this opportunity to engage the candidates on
neighborhood issues. (More p. 3)

31st Annual Dinner October 1st
     President Barbara Meskunas announced that the 31st
Annual Dinner will be at the Radisson Miyako Hotel in
Japantown. The Radisson, located on Post Street, is attached
to an inexpensive public garage and is accessible by public
transit. (Cont. p. 7)

www.
csfn
.net
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BITING THE HAND THAT FEEDS
Board of Supervisors Decides Secondary Unit Legislation

Will Have NO EFFECT on Neighborhoods

istrict elections were brought back to San 
Francisco courtesy of neighborhood and

community activists who were tired of their issues
taking a back seat to the corporate and special interests
who have traditionally funded
supervisorial campaigns, that
then come back to collect on
those favors to our detriment.
     Many of us worked hard to
e l e c t  o u r  r e s p e c t i v e
Supervisors.  Some of them
have remembered their
campaign promises to us and
have been a pleasure with
which to work.  Others have
not, and have chosen instead to
betray their base in favor of
higher-profile special interest
groups that pander to their
opportunism, egos, and greed.
     On July 15, we learned
which were which.  On that
day, the Board considered our
appeal of Supervisor Peskin’s
secondary unit legislation’s
exemption from CEQA.  We
lost by one vote.
     The five Supervisors who
voted in SUPPORT of our
neighborhoods were Tony
Hall, Fiona Ma, Jake McGoldrick, Gerardo
Sandoval, and Gavin Newsom.
     The six Supervisors who voted to place their special
interests ahead of the neighborhoods that elected them,
and who voted to OPPOSE CSFN were Matt
Gonzalez, Tom Ammiano, Bevan Dufty, Sophie
Maxwell, Chris Daly, and of course Aaron Peskin.
Those members who live in these Supervisors’ districts
are encouraged to call them and explain why their
upcoming vote again the legislation itself (as opposed
to the need for environmental review) is absolutely
critical in order to preserve the diversity and quality
of life in our neighborhoods.  At least two of them are
known to be reasonable people and may listen to your
arguments with an open mind.  But if they vote to
support the legislation itself, it is certain that they will
also vote to support the Housing Element later on, so
it is critical that you make this effort now.
     It is also important to take the time to thank our
supporters on the Board for standing up for
neighborhood self-determination and preservation, as

well as the integrity of the California Environmental
Quality Act.
     We are not finished with this matter despite the
betrayal by the Board.  We have been meeting with the

other two appellants in this case,
Preserve Our Neighborhoods and Bud
Wilson, and will most certainly
challenge the Board’s action in court.
 Whether CSFN will become a named
plaintiff will be determined at our
August meeting; otherwise, our
members will most undoubtedly
participate individually as their
organizations deem appropriate.
     The next, and perhaps last,
Planning Commission meeting on the
Housing Element will be on October
9th at 5 P.M.  Please plan to attend,
as the specifics of any future court
action must originate in the
administrative hearings if they are to
be admissible.  We must make a
concerted effort to raise every
objection that has not been raised
before at this meeting, and to reiterate
the ones that have.
     We will undoubtedly once again
have to endure testimony by people
who have never read the Housing
Element, who have been scripted to

complain about property owners, and
who are only there because their local non-profit housing
developer provided them with a free lunch, transportation,
and maybe a few bucks to come down and eat up the
public testimony clock.  Do not rely on the Planning
Commission to put a stop to this nonsense because they
won’t; a couple of the commissioners are actually
complicit in orchestrating these dramas, as it creates a
smokescreen for their own ignorance of the subject
matter.
     The Housing Element, as written, should be soundly
rejected.  Those of you who remember the demise of the
RCCs in 1995 will recall that it was the opposition of
ALL of the mayoral candidates that finally killed them.
 We must begin to lobby our candidates for Mayor this
year for a commitment to rewrite the Housing Element
as a condition of our support.  To date, only Alioto has
committed to do so in writing.  There are many supporters
of Gavin Newsom, Susan Leal, and Tom Ammiano in
our membership who need to make the exaction of this
commitment a priority.
...Submitted by Barbara Meskunas, President
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Articles reflect the opinions of the submitter, not necessarily
the opinion of the CSFN. We invite material from member
organizations as well as rebuttal to articles already printed.
 Articles are written by the editor unless otherwise design-
ated. We reserve the right to edit where necessary. Member
organizations receive the newsletter without charge. Copies:
Members/$10 Non-members/$15

To Submit Articles: email articles by the first of the month
(as text) to: dougcoms@aol.com or call 386-4934.

Acting Editor: Doug Comstock
Neighborhood Views is published monthly, the official
voice of the Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods,
Inc., a 501(c)4 Organization

Government & Elections
Ballot Measure Recommendations

     The Government & Elections Committee met Monday,
August 7, at Northern Station. We reviewed the following
ballot measures and made recommendations (committee votes
are in brackets). Please review with your membership and be
prepared to vote at the August 19 General meeting.
     Prop. A School Bond: a $295 million capital improvement
general obligation bond which will be used for school
infrastructure repairs and improvements.
Recommendation: YES (6 yes/2 no) The committee felt that
although the school district had not kept faith with
voters/taxpayers in the past, the improvements are needed and
hopefully the new Prop 39 oversight requirements will assure
the funds are used correctly.
     Prop. D Small Business Commission: Would make the
current Small Business Commission, which serves at the
pleasure of the Mayor, a fully Chartered Commission with
appointments from the Mayor and the Board.
Recommendation: YES (7 yes/0 no) Is revenue neutral!
     Prop. G Rainy Day Fund: Would amend the current Cash
Reserve requirement to include a set-aside of funds (5%) during
economic growth for periods of economic downturn.
Recommendation: YES (6 yes/1 no) We should have been
doing it all along.
     Prop. H Police Commission/Officer Misconduct: Would
change the appointment process for the Police Commission to
four by the mayor and three by the Board (same process as the
Planning Commission); and allow the OCC to bring disciplinary
charges directly to the Commission bypassing the Chief.
Recommendation: NO (5 no/2 yes) As neighborhood leaders,
we have good working relationships with our local police
stations and need to support them; Prop H does not address
the recent problems.
     Prop. K Reauthorizing the Sales and Use Tax for
Transportation: Would approve the plans for use of the voter-
approved 1/2% sales tax (there was a presentation at our July
meeting and the Excelsior introduced a resolution to support).
Recommendation: YES (5 yes/1 no) These projects are needed
in our neighborhoods, i.e. Balboa BART Station.
     Prop. M  Aggressive Solicitation Ban: Would replace
current solicitation (panhandling) language (declared illegal
by the State Supreme Court) with a new section defining
aggressive solicitation and prohibiting any solicitation in
parking lots, near ATMs, along street medians.
Recommendation: NO (5 no/1 yes) This legislation is
unenforceable and would end up an expense to the City in the
courts.
     Prop. N Exempting Disabled Taxi Permit Holders from
Driving Requirements: Would allow disabled taxi permit
holders to keep their medallions. Currently only "active" drivers
can hold a permit.
Recommendation: No Consensus (the Committee wants to
hear pro and con speakers).
     To recap where we are on ballot measures so far:
• Prop J Homeless Seniors/Families Separate Facilities was
approved by the membership at our July meeting.
• Prop L Minimum Wage was also heard at our July meeting
but did not receive enough votes in support of the Committee's

recommendation to Oppose. Joan Girardot made a motion,
seconded by (I can't remember whom) to Oppose. This will
be voted on at the August meeting.
     You will note that we are not taking a position on all of
the ballot measures because the Committee felt they were
not neighborhood-related. However, member organization
are free to bring resolutions in support of, or in opposition
to, any ballot measure. These are the ones the Committee
chose to exclude:
• Prop. B Retirement Benefits for Misc Safety Employees
• Prop. C Controller as City Services Auditor
• Prop. E Ethics Provisions
• Prop. F Early Retirement Benefits When Discontinued
• Prop. I Smart Start for San Francisco Kids

VOTES CAST BY DELEGATES ARE CONFIDENTIAL
     A recent incident was reported at the Government and
Elections Committee meeting where individual delegate
votes had been reported to an outside person/agency. It has
been our practice to ask speakers to leave the room when
votes are taken. This allows delegates to vote without worrying
about recrimination. Please respect your fellow delegates
and do not divulge their votes to anyone, especially the press
and pro/con ballot measure speakers.
     Occasionally a campaign will call and ask for the results
of a vote, meaning the counts. Our secretary does make this
information available, but not how each delegate voted.

MAYORAL CANDIDATE FORUM
     Our Mayoral Candidate Forum will be held in lieu of our
September meeting on Tuesday, September 16, at the State
Building Auditorium, 455 Golden Gate Avenue. Radio
commentator Ray Taliaferro will be the moderator.
     We will be putting together neighborhood-based questions.
Members are invited to submit questions for the candidates
in advance to make sure they get asked. Please forward your
questions to me at: 584-0535 or sfRebecca@aol.com.
Submitted by: Rebecca Silverberg, Chair Gov & Elections
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AUGUST LAND USE & HOUSING
COMMITTEE REPORT
     The CSFN Land Use & Housing Committee held a
rescheduled meeting in the Community Room of the
Northern Police Station on August 8. LU&H Committee
members Jim Lew, Marilyn Amini, Joan Girardot, Emeric
Kalman, Bud Wilson and Judith Berkowitz were present.
1.) We discussed the Secondary Units Appeal of the
Determination of Exemption from an EIR and the issue
of CSFN joining Preserve Our Neighborhoods to carry
the appeal on to Superior Court. Some members felt that
we should alter PRO-SF’s motion so that CSFN will
donate money from the treasury to support PON, but
not join in the suit ourselves.
     We need the authorization to continue the appeal to
Superior Court; that is what PRO-SF’s motion gives us.
     We unanimously urge the CSFN member organizations
as well as individuals to contribute to PON’s suit.
     The Chair will ask one of the principals in PON to
come to the CSFN GA meeting to explain exactly how
best we may work together in this.
     The Chair will also contact the lawyer who is handling
the case for PON, attorney William Yeates, to get an
estimate of the costs from this point on.
2.) A Motion was unanimously recommended to the
CSFN General Assembly for approval:
     WHEREAS Housing Element proposals to amend
the General Plan call for citywide rezoning in order to
markedly increase residential densities along “Transit
Corridors” and throughout all city residentially-zoned
districts while at the same time reducing off-street parking
requirements for new units constructed; and
WHEREAS once adopted, General Plan amendments
will mandate said rezoning and will dictate all residential
land use in San Francisco and will consequently affect
health, safety, and quality of life in San Francisco,
     THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Coalition
for San Francisco Neighborhoods oppose the Planning
Commission’s taking an “Intent to Adopt” action on the
proposed Housing Element until such time as the Housing
Element is fully and finally amended and is found to be
in such form as is acceptable to San Francisco’s residents;
and
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CSFN
request that all SF property owners be given both Notice
regarding the document and the opportunity to participate
fully in the development of and the evolution of the
document since all San Franciscans are impacted by the
changes proposed by the Housing Element.
3.) A meeting to organize citywide strategy around the
Housing Element and the enabling legislation took
place at Charlotte Maeck’s home last week. This was
the first in a series.
4.) We have heard several times that the Western
Neighborhoods or R-1 Districts will be carved out of
the Secondary Unit Legislation to alleviate opposition.
The LU&H committee voted unanimously to bring the
following Motion to the CSFN GA:

     RESOLVED That the member organizations of the
Coalition for SF Neighborhoods oppose any proposal
to exclude the R-1 zoned areas from the “Secondary
Unit” Legislation which may be offered and which is
found to be legal.
5.) Important upcoming Planning Commission meetings

are:
August 21
Secondary Unit Legislation
Demolition (new definition of)
Residential design guidelines

September 4
Department Work Program – Citywide Action Plan

October 9
Housing Element

6.) Because CSFN will not have a September GA
meeting, the following Motion was brought to the
Committee and passed unanimously to present to the
August GA:
     RESOLVED that CSFN support Supervisor Ma’s
proposed “Signs & Handbills” ordinance as written.
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that CSFN support
an amendment to this ordinance to prohibit the delivery
of handbills containing commercial advertising.
...Submitted by Judith Berkowitz, Chair

100-year-old Trees in Golden Gate Park
Music Concourse Still Threatened

     The Planning Commission has approved the DEIR
regarding the garage construction with an added
Improvement Measure to encourage protection of the historic
trees.  However, the final decision will rest with the
Recreation and Park Commission and the Board of
Supervisors.       Please write letters to tell them that you do
not want ANY of the mature,100-year-old trees cut down
in the Music Concourse.  Please send us copies of your
letters. For more information, contact Kathy Howard at 668-
8854 or musicconcourse@earthlink.net.
...Submitted by: Ramona Albright TPCOSC. Written by:
Katherine Howard, ASLA (Am. Soc. of Landscape Architects)
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CSFN General Assembly
Minutes for July 15

Call to Order:  President Barbara Meskunas / BANG brought
the meeting to order at 7:21 at Northern police Station.
a. Quorum: declared with 18 members present.
b. Agenda: approved
c. Introductions:  Delegates and guests introduced themselves.
 Jon Ballesteros of Dolores  Heights Improvement Club and
Irina Coliou of Glen Park Association described their
organisations’ boundaries, objectives and current issues.
Minutes:  The June minutes were approved as printed in the
July newsletter.
Officers’ Reports:
a.  President Meskunas reported on the coming October 1
dinner and asked for suggestions for a venue that would allow
for profit from the $50 per person charge.  Since sponsor letters
must go out by next month, she proposed a that the executive
committee be charged with making  the contract with the chosen
place.  The membership concurred unanimously.
In the coming executive committee meeting she will propose
a by-law change to allow the general assembly vote on new
members without the executive committee approval.
b.  Exec. VP Comstock / PRO.SF reported that CSFN was
well represented and well spoken at the appeal of the secondary
unit legislation.  If the appeal loses, he urges CSFN to consider
joining a law suit in Superior Court. Fewer newsletters were
mailed this month (150).
c. Treasurer Drefke reported $5167.25 in the treasury.
Committee Reports:
a.  Open Space Task Force:  Kathy Howard reported that
the Concourse Authority and Park and Rec ruled that 100 year-
old trees are not of historical importance and therefore may be
cut down to facilitate building the underground parking garage.
 She asks that members contact their supervisors with their
concerns.  Irina Doliou announced that Natural Areas
Advisory Committee (NAAC) now has a web site at gov.org,
thanks to Bevan Dufty.  Tys Sniffen announced that the NAAC
meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at City College.
b.  Sunshine Task Force:  It was agreed that Barbara
Meskunas will register a complaint with Sunshine about the
throwing out of speaker cards at a recent Planning Commission
hearing.
c.  Water Task Force:  Joan Girardeau reported that the
Sierra Club made a deal with the PUC commissioners to drop
their appeal to adopt EIR findings 1.5 hours after a contract
for the work was already awarded.
d.  Land Use and Housing:  Judith Berkowitz reported that
the appeal of the Secondary Housing legislation failed by a 6-
5 vote of the Supervisors.  PRO.SF moved that CSFN  join
Preserve Our Neighborhood in a suit in Superior Court
protesting this decision.  The motion was seconded and member
groups are urged to join the suit by letter.
e.  Government and Elections:   Rebecca Silverberg asked
for suggestions for a venue for the upcoming CSFN-sponsored
mayoral debate September 16.
     The membership voted whether or not to support the Govt
and Elec Committee’s recommendations on 4 issues.  Separate
Facilities for Homeless Seniors passed 17 to 0.  Barry

Hermanson spoke for the Municipal Minimum Wage
Initiative which did not pass ( 9 to 2, 5 abstensions).
District Offices for Supervisors did not pass (14 to 1, 1
abstension).
Jose Noscovich, executive director of the Transportation
Authority, Tom Radulovich of BART and Tilly Chang spoke
on behalf of Sales Tax Reauthorization in order to maintain,
repair, make the system city-wide, tackle only 4 projects in
order to make the city more livable.  The 4 projects are:
downtown to transbay terminal, extension of 3rd street
line to Chinatown and bus rapid transit.  They would like
CSFN endorsement.
Announcements:  Tony Sacco, NMTIA announced they will
keep their firehouse.
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:30.

... Submitted by Mary Helen Briscoe

BV-Hunters Point Wants No Peakers
     Bayview-Hunters Point Coordinating Council demands
that PG&E shut down the toxic Hunters Point Power Plant
Now!  The plant has been the largest single contributor to the
soaring asthma and cancer rates in the district.
      A study by PG&E proves that with transmission upgrades
the plant can be shut down and the G_2 standard isn’t
necessary.
     The plan to add peakers—fossil powered combustion
turbines in District 10 is an unacceptable trade off. (BVHP
Coordinating Council wants no new power plants in the area.)
The hardware cost of the peakers alone is one tenth of the
cost of fuel at today’s cost. That means, if there is a natural
gas shortage, the cost could soar from 90% to well over 400%.
This would raise the rates on both sides of our utility bill,
both Gas and Electric. In addition, dependence on peakers
leaves us vulnerable to more blackouts because when there
is a gas shortage the peakers may have be turned off again
leaving us the dark.
     We need an alternative energy solution such as solar, wind,
ocean current, etc. Hydrogen fuel looks cost-effective if
renewable sources are used, not fossil fuel. We need only
look at the world leader in alternative energy use, Iceland.
     The Bayview-Hunters Point area deserves a fair share of
Energy Efficiency Dollars so we can lower our PG&E bills
as well. As it is now, we pay 40% for PGC on our PG&E
bills yet we are promised less than 20% return on Energy
Efficiency PIP Program.
     The last thing we need is big brother (PG&E) setting up
“community coalitions” that are designed to serve the needs
of PG&E in competition with existing community
organizations that are already in place to inform our residents,
and that truly have a mission to protect our community from
PG&E’s objectives.  The BVHP Community is well organized
to pursue clean air and better health for the district.
     We want Hunters Point Power Plant shutdown now, not
2005.  And please, no fake coalitions that are designed to
mislead the community and paid for by the overpriced rates
we have to pay.

...Submitted by Francisco Da Costa, BVHPCC
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Executive Committee Meeting
 July 23, Minutes
     The Executive Committee met at the Northern Police
Station at 7:08 PM. Chair Comstock, members:
Meskunas, Berkowitz, Millet, Drefke, and Eberhardt
were present. Absent: Steve Gruel, Jim Andrew,
Francisco Da Costa. Marilyn Amini, Evelyn Wilson and
Emeric Kalman were also present.
      Treasurer reported that the annual audit was
underway and that new signature cards were needed to
conduct bank business.
      Program and Agenda for August meeting was
approved and it was noted that the September meeting
would be the Mayoral Debate to be held at the State
Building at 455 Golden Gate Ave. at 7:PM with Ray
Taliaferro as Host. Other details are the responsibility
of the Government and Elections Committee.
     Annual Dinner has been set for the Radisson Miyako
Hotel on Post St. in Japantown and an inexpensive
public parking garage is nearby as well as public transit.
Entrees for the 3-course dinner were chosen, and a no-
host bar is included in the plans. The keynote speaker
will be SF Chronicle Editor Dick Rogers. Neighborhood
achievement awards will be given for service to our
neighborhoods. Sponsors will be solicited at $600 for
a table of 8, $300 for a half table and $100 for an
individual sponsor.
     Consideration to Join Lawsuit of Protect Our
Neighborhoods to require an EIR for the Secondary
Unit Legislation brought questions: what is the cost to
CSFN; what is the liability to CSFN; is an Amicus Brief
an acceptable alternative; is there a budget; should we
consult legal advice before we commit? We hope to
have some answers to these questions as we forward
this decision to the membership meeting.
     New Membership for Francisco Heights Assoc.
was considered, approved and passed to the membership
for final approval.
     Rincon Hill Development was discussed and added
to the August agenda; Dick Millet will find speakers on
both sides for presentation to the General Assembly.
     Bylaw Amendment was introduced to institute a
Membership Committee to review applications for
membership. The Committee would include the 1st Vice
Chair, the Parliamentarian and two members at large.
They would make a recommendation to the ExCom
(perhaps by email) and submit a brief description of the
applying organization for publication in the Newsletter,
so that if there are any objections they could be dealt
with before the General Meeting. (Text follows)
Proposed Amendment to Article III §F:
(In the third sentence) Strike out Executive Committee
and insert Membership Committee and after “recommen-
dation,” insert to the full Executive Committee, which
shall make a recommendation for approval at the monthly
meeting next following.
     Adjourned: 8:40PM

...Submitted by Doug Comstock, Chair

Parliamentarian: Evelyn Wilson, 566-7826
EvelynWilsRegPar l@earth l ink .net
Website: www.csfn.net

B a r b a r a  M e s k u n a s ,
brmeskunas@cs.com
Doug Comstock, dougcoms@aol.com
Judith Berkowitz, sfjberk@mac.com
Babette Drefke, 282-5919
Steve Gruel, steve.gruel@usdoj.gov
Dick Millet, milletdick@aol.com
Jim Andrew,  jwandrew@yahoo.com
F r a n c i s c o  D a C o s t a ,
frandacosta@att.net
Sharon Eberhardt, sme314@aol.com

President:

1st Vice President:
2nd Vice President:
Treasurer:
Recording Secretary:
Corresp. Secretary:
Member at Large:
Member at Large:

Member at Large:

Land Use & Housing • Monday, 7:00, August 4th at Northern
Police Stn. • Judith Berkowitz 824-0617 • sfjberk@mac.com
Government and Elections • Thursday, 6:00 August 7th
at Northern Police Stn • Rebecca Silverberg 584-0535
 • sfrebecca@aol.com
Bylaws Committee
Chair: Evelyn Wilson: EvelynWilsRegParl@earthlink.net
566-7826
Government and Elections Committee
Chair: Rebecca Silverberg: sfrebecca@aol.com 584-0535
Land Use and Housing Committee
Chair: Judith Berkowitz: sfberk@mac.com 824-0617
Newsletter Committee
Chair: Ramona Albright 621-9621
Open Space Task Force
Chair: Tys  Sniffen: tys@ideamountain.com 929-7746
Transportation Committee
Chair: John Barry: jackbarry99@earthlink.net 564-0225
Water Task Force
Chair: Joan Girardot: 346-5525

        BUSY MONTHS!

August 21
Secondary Unit Legislation
Demolition (new definition of)
Residential design guidelines
September 4
Department Work Program
– Citywide Action Plan
October 9
Housing Element
(See Land Use & Housing Report, p. 4)
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$500 Sponsors
American Veterans Coalition
City College of SF
Russian Hill Neighbors
SF Firefighters Local 798
Spotlight Printing
Lynn Newhouse Segal

$250 Sponsors
Assessor, Mabel Teng
Ramona Albright
Angela Aliota
John Barry
Beideman Area
Neighborhood Group
Karen & David Crommie
Joan Girardot
Greater West Portal Nbhd. Assn.

Retired Firemen & Widows
Richard Shadoian
Sunset-Parkside Ed. & Action
(SPEAK)
Telegraph Hill Dwellers
Dennis Herrera
Judge Quentin Kopp
Jim Lazarus
Charlotte Maeck
Supervisor Jake McGoldrick
Barbara Meskunas
Dick Millet
Gail Neira
Supervisor Aaron Peskin
Ed VanEgri
Joel Ventresca
Doris Ward

Denise LaPointe
Miraloma Park Impvmt. Club
Twin Peaks Improvement Assn.

$100 Sponsors
Public Defender Jeff Adachi
Supervisor Tom Ammiano
Dennis Antenore
John Bardis
Tracy Baxter
Judy Berkowitz
Bonacker Assoc.
Sue Cauthen
Hon. Eddie Chin
Doug Comstock
Hon. Anita Grier
Mary Harris
Retired Employees of C&C SF

Cover-To-Cover (Cont. from p. 1)
     Neighbors in Noe Valley have been very good at keeping
out chain stores, but this is a lesson that, at the same time we
have to keep the community stores alive.
     Neighbors set two goals:
     • Repay the $200,000 debt and restore the inventory neighbors
were asked to make loans $1000 to $25 -repayable over 6 years
(bonus investors get 25% off purchases).
       • Create a reliable revenue stream - a corps of volunteers
manned tables to get pledges from neighbors to spend $25 a
month at the store.
     As of the last report, almost 20 neighbors had committed
$5000 each in loans and volunteers manned tables to secured
500 signatures on the $25-a-month pledge. “Our goal is a
thousand pledges by Labor Day,” said Gabel, with growing
confidence.

They are moving into their new  location at 1307 Castro Street

     This turn of events and an astute neighbor who spotted
the vacant storefront 1307 Castro by Walgreens at half the
rent—the bookstore currently pays $9000 a month— prompted
the move to a new store. Save Cover-to-Cover has met it's
goals. Tracy Wynne is thrilled.
     Neighbors made the difference.
     To join the Save Cover to Cover campaign, send an e-mail
to Peter Gabel at pgabel@newcollege.edu, call 282-7197, or
go to:
savecover tocover-subscr ibe@yahoogroups .com.
...Submitted by the Editor

Annual Dinner (Cont. from  p. 1)

     This year’s Keynote Speaker will be Editor Dick Rogers
from the San Francisco Chronicle, who also serves as the
Reader Representative, or community laison. He will be
addressing CSFN on the importance of neighborhoods to
The SF Chronicle and how neighborhoods can best influence
the newspaper to provide coverage on their issues and
viewpoints. The 3-course dinner will begin at 7:00 PM and
will feature three entree selections (the food is excellent) and
there will be a no-host bar.
     Dinner sponsors will be given a brief opportunity to
address the audience before the Keynote Address. 
    Sponsor levels have been set at $100 (One Dinner Ticket)
$300 (4 Dinner Tickets) and $600 (8 Dinner Tickets) levels.
Sponsors will be featured on the invitation, monthly in our
newsletter and prominently on our website. Sponsors are
advised to reserve their tables now in order to be listed on
the invitation, which will be printed on August 20th.  Checks
should be sent to: PO Box 320098, SF 94132. For information,
call Barbara at 921-3455 or 519-3455.  



First Class Mail

General Assembly Meeting
Agenda • August 19, 2003 •

6:30 I. Sign In and Refreshments
7:00 II.Call to Order/Ascertain Quorum
      A. Introduction of Delegates and Guests
      B. Presentation by Host Organizations:

1. Golden Gate Heights Neighborhood Assn.
2. Greater West Portal Neighborhood Assn.

7:10 III. Approval of Minutes
      A. July 2003
7:15 IV. Officers Reports
      A. President (Barbara Meskunas)
      B. First Vice President (Doug Comstock)

1. Application for membership: University 
    Heights Neighborhood Association
      C. Second Vice President (Judith Berkowitz)
      D. Recording Secretary (Steve Gruel)
      E. Corresponding Secretary (Dick Millet)
      F. Treasurer (Babette Drefke)
7:30 VI. Committee Reports
     A. Land Use and Housing
     B. Water Task Force
7:45 VII. Program: Rincon Hill Development
      Proponent: Cornell Fowler, Reputation LLC
      Opponent: Ried Bement, Hills Plaza Neighb. Assn.
8:15 VIII Government and Elections Committee
      A. Prop A School Bond (Motion to Endorse)
      B.Prop D Small Business Commision (Motion to Endorse)
      C. Prop G Rainy Day Fund (Motion to Endorse)
      D. Prop H Police Misconduct (Motion to Oppose)
      E. Prop M Panhandling Ban (Motion to Oppose)
      F. Prop N Disabled Taxi Permit (No Recommendation)
9:15 XI. Unfinished Business
     A. PRO/SF motion to join PON lawsuit
     B. Prop K Transportation Tax (Motion to Endorse)
     C. Prop L Minimum Wage (Motion to Oppose)
9:45 X. New Business
     A. By Law change (2/3 vote required)
9:55 XI. Announcements
9:45 XII. Adjournment

CSFN and In-Law Appeal................................1

Mayoral Debate.................................................1

31st Annual Dinner....................................1

Neighbors save small business...................1

EDITORIAL: Secondary Units........................2

Govt & Elections Recommendations & Minutes....3

August Minutes: Land Use & Housing.........4

Concourse Trees Threatened...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

July Minutes: General Assembly....................5

Bayview/Hunters Point Peakers.... . . . . . . . . . . .5

July Minutes: ExCom...................................6


