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Public Defender Jeff Adachi swears-inCSFN Officers for 2003. Front: Barbara Meskunas, Judith Berkowitz,
Dick Millet, Babette Drefke, Back: Jim Andrew, Doug Comstock, Sharon Eberhardt. Inset: Francisco Da
Costa, Steve Gruel

     The November elections are in full swing and our
June meeting featured a Government and Elections
Committee program: an interview with the District
Attorney candidates; DA Terence Hallinan, Former
Assistant DA Bill Fazio, and Assistant City Attorney,

     The Coalition welcomed two new members to its
Executive Board, Jim Andrew (RHN) and Sharon
Eberhardt (CIA) and thanked its retiring two members,
Mary Helen Briscoe (PRO/SF) and Tony Sacco
(NMTIA).
     The swearing-in was performed by Public Defender

DA Candidate Bill Fazio DA Terence HallinanDA Candidate Kamala Harris

Jeff Adachi, who thanked our members for their service
to the community.
     The next ExCom meeting set for July 23rd at Northern
Police Station. The Annual Dinner as well as the concerns
of our 40 member organizations will comprise the agenda,
     The meeting is open to all.

Kamala Harris.
     Many of the neighborhood delegates questions were
concerned with the Òquality of lifeÓ issues and targeted
the current District Attorney, who is clearly in the hot

(Cont. Page . 5.)
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     any of us continue to be amazed by the poor
quality of legislation coming from City Departments
and our Board of Supervisors.  If we were able to view
these logic-free and operationally defective writing
exercises as amused spectators I would not be writing
this criticism.  But we are most definitely affected and
must, therefore, take our valuable time to point out the
absurdities of these amateur stabs at making public
policy, and stop them before they do real damage to
our city.
     The Housing Element is currently on our front
burner and is unacceptable to everyone save the non-
profit housing developers who will benefit financially
from its approval.  There is a belief among these tax
consumers that our Housing Element must contain the
objectionable in-law unit plan, as well as increased
density along transit corridors, in order to qualify for
our share of the StateÕs $2 billion housing bond pot of
gold.  So, it follows, we must hurry and get our plan
to the State so that we donÕt miss any deadlines.
     Of course, this is but one interpretation.  San
Francisco Tomorrow is opposing the Housing Element
in a very thoughtful position paper.  One of the paperÕs
authors tells me that this interpretation is simply not
accurate.
     CSFNÕs appeal of the in-law legislation is being
heard this Tuesday, July 15, at the Board of Supervisors.
 The next hearing on the Housing Element itself before
the Planning Commission will be July 21.  Please come
and voice your displeasure with the cityÕs attempted
social re-engineering of your neighborhood.
     Care Not Cash is turning out to be an embarrassing
bit of creative writing as well.  Between Budget Analyst
Harvey Rose and Supervisor Tony Hall, we are learning
that CNC is not revenue neutral after all, and may cost
us as much as $50 million additional dollars if and
when it is implemented.  CSFN endorsed CNC because
it promised to save money by reducing the General
Assistance rolls, and save lives by providing services
that would be paid for by reducing the cash grants.
Now its seems that CNC will do neither.  I must
personally congratulate Supervisor Tony Hall for having
the courage to oppose the expenditure of even more
money for a failed homeless policy when the good
people of his district voted overwhelmingly for CNC.
 This is a perfect example of why the electorate is
prohibited by law from making these decisions that
affect peopleÔs lives.  Supervisor Hall made an informed
decision based upon the extensive data and Budget

AnalystÕs report before him; the endorsers (like CSFN)
and voters supporting CNC did not have that advantage
when making their decisions last year, and were forced to
rely on campaign promises that have since been proven to
be false.
     At the Government & Elections meeting this past week
we were given a preview of this NovemberÕs ballot, which
thanks to a number of our Supervisors will contain an as
yet undetermined number of proposals to recreate the city
to reflect their personal ideologies and agendas.  And like
so many before them, after costly court battles by rightfully
offended taxpayers, they will most likely be thrown out,
despite receiving prior approval for ballot placement by
the City AttorneyÕs office.
     Matt GonzalezÕs Minimum Wage Ordinance would
force all employers to pay everyone a minimum wage of
$8.50 hour.  There is no exemption for summer jobs for
high school students, no exemption for job training and
welfare-to-work programs, and no exemption for family-
owned, neighborhood-serving small businesses.  There is
only a vicious anti-business national agenda which seeks
to increase the ranks of the unemployed (which this initiative
will surely do) in order to mobilize them for political gain.
 One of the authors of the bogus study written to rationalize
this initiative was recently hired out of Berkeley as
Supervisor GonzalezÕs new aide.
     There may be yet another initiative to hire more staffers
for the Supervisors and open district offices, which CSFN
will oppose as we have in the past.  There is AmmianoÕs
ÒRainy DayÓ Reserve, which seeks to legislate the common
sense that he and the rest of the Board should have been
demonstrating all of these years anyway, instead of
approving some of the most bloated and useless budgets
in our cityÕs history.  There are reactive Police Department
reforms written in response to newspaper articles, there is
a proposal to have the mayor-appointed Controller act as
the watchdog auditor of city services, (which should be
entitled the Fox Guarding the Henhouse Amendment), and
a ridiculous Elected Rent Board idea that takes victimology
to new heights.  Your Government & Elections committee
will makes recommendations on a number of these
proposals if they pass the Board hearings, and our members
are also free to introduce resolutions of support or opposition
for each.
     Underlying all of these criticisms is a call for competence.
 Our department personnel and legislative aides get paid
more than their counterparts elsewhere in the state and we
should demand better of them.  It is always left to the
neighborhoods to clean up their messes.
...Submitted by Barbara Meskunas, CSFN President



SF Transportation Authority Sets Agenda and Goals

     On June 16th the San Francisco County Transportation
Authority (SFCTA) had an open house displaying and
describing past, present and future projects they have been
overseeing.
     In November 1989 Proposition B authorized a .05% sales
tax to fund transportation projects.  It also created The San
Francisco County Transportation Authority as an independent
agency responsible for administering the annual collection
of average $75 million, 60% of which is for transit, the rest
for street and traffic safety, paratransit and transportation
system management (2%).
     Projects funded to date are the replacement of the Muni
fleet, construction of the F-Line, improved maintenance
facilities and the new 3rd Street rail line.  Other projects are
new traffic signals, more wheelchair access, bike lanes, some
street resurfacing, street trees and the Embarcadero Roadway.
     Another of the SFCTAÕs mandates is to prepare a 30 year
plan for SF transportation.  The Countywide Transportation
plan (CWTP) involves Bay Area Rapid Transit, the Department
of Parking and Traffic, the Water
Transit Authority, the Department of Public Works, Muni,
Caltrain, and the Planning Department.  At the open house
all of these agencies had presentations describing their future
plans.
     WeÕre all rejoicing at the extension of  BART to the airport
at last and we will be equally happy to see the planned
connection to the Oakland airport.  Future plans also include
extension from Fremont to Milpitas, San Jose and Santa
Clara, none of which are funded by San Francisco.
     However, BART is a partner in the Mission Street Corridor
Revitalization project that encourages development along
this transit corridor and has redesigned the 16 Street station
in partnership with the community to create a safer and more
vibrant space.
The Department of Parking and Traffic (DPT) has a traffic
calming program.  Methods used are tree planting, installing
sign, the use of landscaped medians or traffic circles, police
enforcement and educational outreach.    To bring traffic
calming to your neighborhood, DPT has a form to fill out
describing concerns and requiring 10 signatures.  Their
website is, email is  or call 554-2398.
     DPT is also heading the SFgo Program to implement
Intellligent Transportation Systems (ITS) technologies.
Included in ITS are an advanced traffic signal system, traffic

July 15 ¥ 3:PM
There are 5 Items called for Special Order at 3:PM,
this item is listed as the 4th on the agenda (after 3
charter changes for the November ballot) and to
be followed by an Appeal of a Conditional Use at
270-284 Brosnan St. Call the Clerk for more info:
554-5184

Board of Supervisors Rm. 400
    The three Appeals of the Determination of the Secondary
Unit Legislation will be heard: Coalition for SF
Neighborhoods, West of Twin Peaks Central Council, and
Preserve Our Neighborhoods
     We urge neighborhood groups and individuals to
attend.
    The Appeal of the Certificate of Determination of
Exemption/Exclusion from Environmental Review (Project
Title: 20020418E Secondary Units Ordinance) Project.
Notice is below:

SPECIAL ORDER 3:00 P.M. (See Above)
49. 030896 [Public Hearing - Appeal, Determination
of Exemption of Environmental Review - Secondary Units
Legislation] 
     Hearing of persons interested in or objecting to the
decision of the Planning Department Environmental Review
Officer dated April 23, 2003, granting the Secondary Units
Legislation (Board of Supervisors File No. 021598), a
Statutory Exemption from the California Environmental
Quality Act under State CEQA Statutes, Section 2108017;
State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15282(i) and General Rule
Exclusion (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3).
     (Appeal filed May 14, 2003 by Preseve our Neighborhood;
May 20, 2003 by Bud Wilson; June 2, 2003 by Coaltion
for SF Neighborhoods; Planning Case No. 2002.0418E.)
     Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009, notice is
hereby given: If you challenge the above matter in court,
you may be limited to raising only those issues you or
someone else raised at the public hearing described above,
or in written correspondence delivered to the Board of
Supervisors, (1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244;
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689) at, or prior to, the public
hearing.



Articles reflect the opinions of the submitter, not necessarily
the opinion of the CSFN. We invite material from member
organizations as well as rebuttal to articles already printed.
 Articles are written by the editor unless otherwise design-
ated. We reserve the right to edit where necessary. Member
organizations receive the newsletter without charge. Copies:
Members/$10 Non-members/$15

To Submit Articles: email articles by the first of the month
(as text) to: dougcoms@aol.com or call 386-4934.

Acting Editor: Doug Comstock
Neighborhood Views is published monthly, the official
voice of the Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods,
Inc., a 501(c)4 Organization

1. Call to Order. President Barbara Meskunas/BANG
brought the meeting to order at 7:15 at Northern Police
Station.
Public Defender Jeff Adachi swore in new officers.
They are:

PresidentÐBarbara Meskunas/BANG
1st VPÐDoug Comstock/PRO-SF
2nd VPÐJudith Berkowitz/EMIA
TreasurerÐBabette Drefke/EMIA
Recording SecÕyÐSteve Gruel/GGHNA
Corresponding SecÕyÐDick Millet/PBNA
ExComm Members-at-Large

Jim Andrew/RHNA
Francisco daCosta/BVHPCC
Sharon Eberhardt/CIA

a. Quorum declared. Delegates and alternates represented
19 CSFN member organizations.

b. Agenda approved.
c. Introductions. Delegates and guests introduced

themselves. Rebecca Silverberg/Excelsior District
Improvement AssÕn and Cathy Ramacciotti/East
Mission improvement AssÕn described their
organisationsÕ objectives, history, and current issues.

2. Minutes. The April minutes were approved as printed
in the June Newsletter. Steve Gruel, Recording Secretary,
did not submit the May minutes.

3. OfficersÕ Reports:
a. President Meskunas/BANG wrote an article that

is on page one of the CSFN newsletter; it has also
been published in the SF Sentinel. ¥She passed around
the NUSA newsletter, a national neighborhood assÕn.
¥The CSFN standing committees will meet as usual,
and elect a chair instead of members signing up for
the committees.

b. 1st VP Comstock/PRO-SF announced the annual
dinner will be October 1.

c. Outgoing Treasurer Millet/PBNA gave a written
report. Newly-elected Treasurer Drefke said that
according to the Bylaws, an audit is needed before
she can begin the job. Evelyn Wilson and Tony Sacco
will audit the books.

4. Committee Reports.
a. Land Use & Housing: Chair Judith Berkowitz/EMIA

announced that earlier that day the BoS had urged
a Full EIR for the Housing Element. ¥The Appeal of
the Exemption from Environmental Review of the
Secondary Unit legislation will be heard at the BoS
on July 15. Each CSFN member org should write a
letter to the Board in support of the Appeal or bring
it to the Appeal on July 15. Berkowitz sent out sample
letters via email. ¥The next Planning Commission
hearing of the Housing Element will be on July 21.

¥She met with Supervisor Aaron Peskin and SFGTV
Director Priscilla Watts: the Planning Commission
hearings will recommence airing on Channel 26
and on streaming video on the web beginning the
new fiscal year: July 1. ¥The next LU&H cmte
meeting will be July 7.

b. Open Space Task Force Kathy Howard and Irina
Doliov/GPNA informed us of the proposed
renovations of the Music Concourse in Golden
Gate Park and the removal of 12 trees, more than
was first announced.

5. Program Contenders for the office of District
Attorney Bill Fazio, Terrance Hallinan, and Kamala
Harris spoke about their plans for the office if they
are elected.

6. New Business No new business was presented.

7. Announcements. ¥Richard Shadoian said that the
SecÕy of StateÕs office will be appearing before the
Election Commission when ranked choice voting is
being discussed ¥ Sue Cauthen announced that the
Library Commission dismissed the idea of a CAC,
and asked delegates to call Supe McGoldrick to
Òplease introduce the CAC in the BoS.Ó ¥Ocean Ave
and Crocker Amazon Playground will be rededicated.
¥OMI is losing its fire station and the unit will be
deactivated.

8. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned in
memory of Claire McGhee at 9:10pm.

ÑJudith Berkowitz, Acting Recording Secretary
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Parliamentarian: Evelyn Wilson, 566-7826
EvelynWilsRegParl@earthl ink.net
Website: www.csfn.net

Barbara Meskunas,
brmeskunas@cs.com
Doug Comstock, dougcoms@aol.com
Judith Berkowitz, sfjberk@mac.com
Babette Drefke, 282-5919
Steve Gruel, steve.gruel@usdoj.gov
Dick Millet, milletdick@aol.com
Jim Andrew,  jwandrew@yahoo.com
Francisco DaCosta,
frandacosta@att.net
Sharon Eberhardt, sme314@aol.com

President:

1st Vice President:
2nd Vice President:

Treasurer:
Recording Secretary:

Corresp. Secretary:
Member at Large:
Member at Large:

Member at Large:

Land Use & Housing ¥ Monday, 7:00, August 4th at Northern
Police Stn. ¥ Judith Berkowitz 824-0617 ¥ sfjberk@mac.com
Government and Elections ¥ Thursday, 6:00 August 7th
at Northern Police Stn ¥ Rebecca Silverberg 584-0535
 ¥ sfrebecca@aol.com
Bylaws Committee
Chair: Evelyn Wilson: EvelynWilsRegParl@earthlink.net
566-7826
Government and Elections Committee
Chair: Rebecca Silverberg: sfrebecca@aol.com 584-0535
Land Use and Housing Committee
Chair: Judith Berkowitz: sfberk@mac.com 824-0617
Newsletter Committee
Chair: Ramona Albright 621-9621
Open Space Task Force
Chair: Tys  Sniffen: tys@ideamountain.com 929-7746
Transportation Committee
Chair: John Barry: jackbarry99@earthlink.net 564-0225
Water Task Force
Chair: Joan Girardot: 346-5525

    The Government and Elections Committee met
Monday, July 7, at Northern Police Station.
Mayoral Candidate Forum
     G & E vice chair, Ramona Albright has secured the
services of KGO NewsTalk Radio host Ray Taliafero
for our September 16 mayoral candidate forum.
     However, she hasn't been so lucky finding a venue.
The school district now requires groups using their
facilities to provide a $1 million liability insurance
binder, which would cost about $300 to $400, plus the
facilities fee of $150. She also checked out UCSF
auditorium, but they charge $843! SF General doesn't
allow political events in their auditorium. We are now
looking into the Hall of Flowers. Any other suggestions?
Init iat ives Qualify for November Ballot
     We discussed and reviewed the three initiatives that
qualified for the November ballot. You will be asked
to vote endorsement on these ballot measures at our
July general membership meeting. Please check with
your members and be ready to vote.
Homeless Seniors, Families, Youth, and Disabled
Person's Protection Act: Provides for separate facilities
for homeless seniors, families, and physically challenged
persons. This does not necessarily mean different sites
or buildings, it merely prohibits co-mingling of these
groups with the general homeless population in city
shelters. The committee could find no reason not to
support this ballot measure. Recommendation: YES
(9 yes; 0 no)
Municipal Minimum Wage: Would require that all
employees working in San Francisco currently covered
by the State minimum wage be paid $8.50 an hour,
with a two year phase in for small business and non-
profits. The committee felt certain employer-groups
should be exempt, i.e. welfare-to-work and other salaried
job training programs, small neighborhood businesses,
youth (under 18) employment. Recommendation: NO
(7 yes; 2 no)
Aggressive Panhandling: Would prohibit panhandling
in certain public locations, allows for warnings prior
to citations, and refers violators to mental health and
diversion programs. The committee felt it needed more
information, i.e. the official text of the initiative, to
make a recommendation other than just the flyer
provided.
Recommendation: Postpone (9 yes; 0 no)
District Offices for Supervisors: The committee also
discussed this possible ballot measure still before the
Board that would allow for district offices for
supervisors and remove the cap on aids currently set
at two. We have a prior position in opposition to district

July:  Dolores Heights and Glen Park
August:  GGHNA and GWPNA
October:  ISAC and LHIA
November:  Marina Civic Improvement and Miraloma Park

offices as a needless expense in a city as small as ours.
Recommendation: NO (7 yes; 2 no)
     The next meeting of the Government & Elections
Committee is Thursday, August 7, 6:00 p.m. at Northern
Station. We will be hearing speakers on ballot measures
and making recommendations.
.          ..Submitted by: Rebecca Silverberg, EMIA, Chair



     Since 1976 Community Boards has provided conflict
resolution and mediation services to San Francisco.  Our belief
then, as it is now, is that the community is where the
responsibility for problem solving and conflict resolution
should first fall, where the most effective prevention work
can be done and where meaningful lesson about conflict and
its impact on friends, neighbors and community can best be
learned.
     How does Community Boards work?  Because of our
stated beliefs that communities and neighborhoods are the
best source for solution to local problems, after all who is
better to understand the nuances, unspoken rules, and layers
of history than members of particular groups of people; this
is where we begin.  Twice a year we offer mediation and
reconciliation training that is open to all residents of San
Francisco.  Once graduated from a 30-hour training program,
trainees are invited to mediate disputes.  Because trainees
come from all neighborhoods of San Francisco and represent
every self-identified group, we are able to offer our disputants
a panel of mediators who are can understand on a first-hand
basis their concerns and issues.
     For example, a case might involve a dispute between two
members of an ethnic or racial group.  That ethnic or racial
group will be reflected on the panel that mediates their dispute.
 If needed, translators are provided.  Because our volunteer
mediators are drawn from each and every neighborhood, walk
of life, and income level, we can empower individuals,
communities, and organizations to express and resolve conflicts
peacefully and appropriately for their culture and environment.
     Other services offered by Community Boards.
Community Boards provides mediation and facilitation services
for large groups.  We all experience the stress and strain of
living in a large urban setting, where conflicting interests can
quickly become polarized issues.  We respond to large groups,
with conflicts, with skill and experience.  Since our inception,
out commitment to local solutions to local problems has been
a guiding principle.  We encourage groups to contact us as
early as possible in the conflict, as early intervention is another
guideline we have found most effective.  However, whatever
stage of the conflict, Community Boards can help large groups
express and resolve conflicts.
     Over the years, some of the large groups we have helped
are:
¥ Neighborhoods concerned about a shopping center creating
noise, litter and parking problems.
¥ Police activity at a high school ultimately causing its closure.
 Community Boards facilitated a meeting between the high
school students, teachers, staff, neighbors, and police.
¥ Working with the Park and Recreation Department, trained
neighbors in facilitation skills so that they could work with
residents polarized on the issues of dogs in City parks.
¥ Facilitating a group of youth with their local police officers.
 This was a powerful example of opening the communication
channels between two groups who held many incorrect
stereotypes about the other.
¥ Facilitated a meeting between commercial tenants and their

landlord about rent increases.
     Other programs at Community Boards are our nationally-
recognized Schools Program, Commercial Mediation,
Policing and anti-violence partnerships, and specialized
training programs.
     The benefits of Community Boards.  Community
BoardÕs programs save time and money as well as
relationships.  They enable community members to pursue
a range of decision-making strategies, which eases the
burden on our city agencies, police department, and court
system.  We work closely with many City agencies.  Our
mediations result in a verbal or written resolution in 85-
90% because the disputants create their own outcomes.
     But there are other benefits, too.  The full range of
benefits provided by mediation is not shown by our statistics.
 A neighborhoodÕs renewed sense of community, a childÕs
improved performance at school, a residentÕs new-found
sense of safetyÑthese are all examples of the ways that
Community Board can help sustainable communities and
civil society.
     How can Community Boards help the Coalition of
San Francisco Neighborhoods? Please, tell us!  After
reading the above description, perhaps something
immediately comes to mind.  However, there might be
problems or conflicts that you or your neighbors are
struggling with and are stumped as to what to do next.
Community Boards is your organization, we are here to
respond to your needs.  Contact us and letÕs discuss how
we can help build self-reliant neighborhood forums.  Barbara
Proctor will be at the June 17 meeting to meet you and
answer any questions.  SheÕll be there before the meeting,
with literature, at 6:30 PM.
     Our up-coming training, donÕt miss it.  Our next
training program will be given this September.  In addition
to mediation training, other topics include de-escalating
anger, dealing with emotion, and cultural issues and conflict.
 For more information, please call Donna Salazar at (415)
920-3820 Ext. 102. Our offices are located at 3130 24th
Street, San Francisco 94110.  Many of our volunteer
mediators say that taking the training and mediating disputes
has been one of the most valuable and challenging endeavors
of their life!

DA Candidates (Cont. from Page 1)
seat for the highly charged issue of the ever-increasing
homeless people on our streets. DA Hallinan  noted that
the problem is a social service problem, not a police
problem and the overcrowded jails and court system is
not equipped to handle the arrests. Neither of the other
candidates suggested jail time for the offending
individuals, but promised to do a better job.
     While the CSFN does not endorse candidates, most
candidates do choose to participate and the appearance
of the candidates at our interview is purely a courtesy,
and we thank all three  of the candidates.
     The Mayoral Debate is still in the planning stages,
but is set for Sept. 15th.




